$he Newspaper Postage Stamps of Ausfria

Introduction

The Austro-Hungarian Empire was the first country in the world to use special adhesive stamps for the
inland postage of newspapers. Regulations permitting registered publishers to buy special-rate postage stamps for
officially-registered newspapers, magazines, etc. were announced on 12 September 1850. Introduced on 1 January
1851, they were finally replaced by cash payment on 1 March 1922. An estimated ten thousand million newspaper
stamps were printed in that period.

In the period up to 1918, the Austro-Hungarian Empire included nearly all of Central Europe. Eleven major ethno-
language groups were scattered across the empire: Croatians, Czech, Germans, Hungarians, Italians, Polish,
Romanians., Serbs, Slovak, Slovene, and Ukrainian.

In 1850, the Empire’s population of over 36 million could read 229 officially-registered regularly-printed newspapers
including 102 “political” in 11 different languages, of which Vienna had 19 political and 22 others. By 1892, in Austria
23.7 million people enjoyed 1,952 publications in 20 languages (the majority in German); in Hungary 19.1 million had
791 publications in 10 languages, including one in Latin!

The system

The system was designed for subscribers requiring postal delivery of a registered newspaper for a quarter, half, or full
calendar year. The subscriber chose his paper from the approved list, and paid in advance. The newspaper tariff paid
for carriage to the delivery post office, from which the subscriber would collect it. Delivery to a home address could
be arranged privately on payment of a Y2kr fee (per copy) to the subscriber’s postmaster. Separate Newspaper Sections
were attached to the post offices in the large towns, to facilitate the handling of newspapers and magazines, to accept
subscriptions for such publications, and to sell the discounted stamps.

Single newspapers had their newspaper stamp cancelled with the postmark of the sending post office. Bundles to the
same delivery post office had their wrapper cancelled by the sending post office; but the cancellation of the newspaper
stamps on the newspapers themselves was done after the wrapper was opened at the delivery post office.

The exhibit

There were 12 issues of newspaper postage stamps, which are shown in sequential date-of-issue order. The exhibit
shows these stamps, including shade variations, cancellations, perforations, official and private imprints, and type
differences; with examples of them in use. The first page for each issue explains why and when it was issued.

The plan
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% An overview and the 1851 issues are covered in Frame 1.
% The 1858, 1861 and 1863 issues occupy Frame 2.

% The long-lasting 1867 issue begins in Frame 3 and continues into Frame 4.
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The 1880 issue concludes Frame 4.
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The 1899 issue is shown in Frame 5.

The 1908 issue is in frame 6

The 1916 and the post-war 1919 issues ate in frame 7.
The 1920 and 1922 issues are dealt with in frame 8.
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Overview - The issues

- with their dates of issue and withdrawal, and their frame location.
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1851 issue 1858 issue 1861 issue 1863 issue
1.1.1851-31.5.1864 1.11.1858-31.5.1864 21.12.1860-31.5.1864 1.6.1863-31.8.1869
Frame 1 Frame 2 Frame 2 Frame 2
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1867 issue 1880 issue 1899 issue 1908 issue
1.6.1867-30.9.1900 1.12.1880-31.12.1899 20.12.1899-31.12.1916 Mid 1908-31.12.1916
Frames 3 & 4 Frame 4 Frame 5 Frame 6
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1916 issue 1919 issue 1920 issue 1922 issue
10.1916-31.10.1920 1.1919-31.10.1920 1920/1-28.2.1922 1922-28.2.1922
Frame 7 Frame 7 Frame 8 Frame 8
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The 1851 Issue (valid from 1.1.1851 to 31.5.1864)

Mercury head in square, facing left, without denomination; imperforated. Blue (0.6kr C.M. for 1 newspaper), To teplace the yellow stamp, a red stamp for a bundle of 10 copies was issued on March 21 1856: the
yellow (6kr C.M. for a wrapper of 10 copies to the same address), and rose (30kr C.M. for a wrapper of 50 legendary “red Mercury”. The particular rarity of the red Mercury comes from several elements. It was
copies) were issued on January 1 1851. Problems soon arose. It was difficult to see the yellow stamps on the pasted on the wrapping of newspaper packets, which were discarded with their stamps. The edition was
newspaper bundles, especially under artificial light. The blue stamps could be (and were!) chemically treated so not very high: there was only one print run of 300 sheets of four times 100 stamps: 120,000 in total. The
that they turned yellow. And the rose stamp was very little used, the newspaper publishers preferring multiple red Mercury was invalidated from December 31 1858, and was not reused as a stamp for single
frankings of blue stamps. The rose newspaper stamp was withdrawn at the end of 1852 and the yellow stamp in newspapers. Certainly, less than thirty correctly-used red Mercuries have survived - Miiller in 1951 (Ref.7)
April 1856. The leftovers were sold to Viennese publishers at the price of a blue stamp for use on a single knew of less than 10.

newspaper; almost all of the known yellow and rose stamps originate from this time.

L

=
—
—
=
=
=
=
=
s
e
=
=
o
L3
=
=
=
<
o
o
=2
=
B

a. e Toscana, e per la Romagna di lire |

45 austriache, franchi @’ opmi spesa col mezzo Postale.
MILANO
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Blue Mercury type IIIb, horizontal strip of 10 tied to front cover of Annali Universali di Medecina, volame 163, the Fasciolo (issue) for January
1858. Published in Milan; cancelled MILANO 13/2 (7 impressions). Used to send a bundle of 10 copies. RARE: one other known.



The 1851 Issue

The Yellow Mercury

The Yellow Mercury was issued on 1 January 1851 for use on the wrappers of bundles of 10 papers to a single addressee; its franking value was 6Kr (10 papers @ 0.6kr each). All known printings of the yellow are blurred, carelessly done,
and frequently overinked. The stamps were sold in full sheets of 100 costing 10 Gulden (in 1851 the currency was 60kr = 1 Gulden), which had to be paid in advance in cash. As with the rose mercury, the high cost made this very
unpopular and not many were sold.

The Yellow Mercury was withdrawn on 21 March 1856, because it was discovered that blue mercuries were being chemically altered into yellow ones. The tesidue was physically recalled by the Newspaper Branch of the Vienna Head
Post Office, redenominated as 0.6kr and allocated to Vienna publishers for using-up. This process took from 18 April to 23 June. According to Miiller (Ref. 8), “all the several hundred known used copies are from this using-up period”.
A recent study (“Die Entdeckung einer neuen Brigfmarke”, Vindobona Nachricht, issue 2/2018) estimates 490-550 used copies now exist of which only 9 are ‘6kr usage’.
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Yellow Mercury type 1b used during the using-up period on complete address label affixed to the Morgen-Post Nr 313 published in Vienna
on Wednesday 14 May 1856. Sent to Zwettl; cancelled on atrival with a black straight-line ;Jtesfl/ 15. MAR.
P (7 1;56 i
Rpr Ubonnement endet mit et 1856, “l s
. Roblgeboren § e J ‘ ©

Left: False-colour scan of the yellow mercury on the above newspaper, ~Rajpar Dengg, Biipgermeifter S |
making the details visible.. iy . | u 5 % 4 ‘
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Yellow Mercury type 1b used as 0.6Kr in the using-up period on
complete address label, sent from Vienna to the Biirgermeister of Pettau.
Double circle cancellation ZEITUNGS-EXPED: WIEN 16/5




The 1851 Issue

The Rose Mercury

The Rose Mercury was issued on 1 January 1851 ¢ for use on the wrappers of bundles of 50 newspapers to a single address; its franking value was 30kr (50 papers @ 0.6kr each). It was withdrawn on 9 October 1852.
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Rose Mercury used during the using-up period on complete address label of “Il Corriere
Italiano”, published in Vienna on 23 November 1852 and sent to Udine in Venetia where
the stamp was cancelled on 25 November. It is Type Ib, as are all Rose Mercuries; the
53,500 official reprints  are Type II. Ferchenbauer has described this item as “...2 great
rarity ... this is only the second example of this stamp on accompanying complete newspaper of which 1
am aware”.

These stamps were sold in complete sheets of 100 costing 50 Gulden (in 1851 the
currency was 60 Kreuzer = 1 Gulden), paid in advance in cash. This was very unpopular
because of the cost of buying the full sheets. Only the largest newspapers had sufficient
bulk shipments to justify the purchase of these denominations, especially of the rose 30kr
of which 240,000 stamps were printed but only very small quantities were sold. When the
rose mercury was withdrawn on 9 October 1852 @; the residue was redenominated as
0.6Kr and used up in the following months by Vienna publishers ©.

(1) See Post, Railway & Telegraph Verordnungsblatt Nr 78 of 9 December 1850
(2) See Ministry of Trade Verordnungsblatt Nr 79 of 16 October 1852

According to Miiller (Ref. 9), all the known used copies are from this using-up period.
It’s interesting to note that what we call the rose mercury was in 1851 called rot (red);
what today is called the red mercury was in 1856 called hochrot (intense red). The colour

hasn’t changed but the language has!

This highly enlarged copy of the stamp and its immediate surroundings (contrast-
enhanced since the original is rather pale) shows the procedure for applying the postage
label and stamp. The label is the blue-mottled paper on the right; the stamp has been
separated from its sheet and glued to the label while that was still part of the printed sheet
of labels. It was then separated by cutting; the top cut is exactly the same on the stamp
and the label. The newspaper was then folded, the main fold being off-centre; and the
label was glued to the newspaper to fix the upper and lower halves together thus avoiding
the need for a wrapper. The top corner of the newspaper can be seen above the top left

corner of the stamp.

(3) This newspaper was published by the firm of J P Sollinger (1795-1849), a prominent Vienna publisher. Tuchlauben 438 (the Konskriptionsnummer; it’s now Nr. 13) was
the location of his second printing works. By 1852, he had died and his widow Anna was running the company; in 1854 she sold it.

(4) Ref. Kohn, Bull. APSNY XIII Nr 1-2 (1961). Reprints of the Mercuries were done as sets, so there are the same number of blue, yellow, rose & red.



The 1851 Issue - types and subtypes of the blue Mercury

The blue Mercury was used directly on the newspaper or an address label. It was revalued at the 1858 currency change, and remained valid until 31 May 1864 Large quantities of fakes and forgeries exist of all Mercuries, some of deceptively
excellent quality and others immediately obvious. There are also Official Reprints, and numerous facsimiles notionally sold as album spacefillers. The various handbooks and catalogues use inconsistent definitions of the types;

Ferchenbauer 2008 is followed here (he has three principal types and no subtype I1a). The formal differentiation depends on the presence or absence of serifs on the G and S of ZEITUNGS, the shape of the A in STAMPEL, and the
font used. In reality, varied amounts of damage are found on all the lettering, and “in-between types” are common!

Major characteristics of the three printing types.

TYPE I:

The white letters on the coloured background are weak; they appear sanserif.
The Z in ZEITUNGS is thin, the S and G have “flyaway ends’, and the right
part of the top of the T is nearly always damaged. The top left corner rosette
is undamaged and regular. The two dots forming the umlaut above the A of

TYPE Il

This type originated in 1853, when the letter A in STAMPEL was re-engraved
with thicker strokes and with the umlaut-dots close together and centred to
the left of the apex of the 'A". The other letters are as in type I except that the
'S' and 'G' are without serifs and the Z in ZEITUNGS is thicker. The top left

TYPE lli:

Since the re-engraving did not result in any noticeable improvement,
at the end of 1854 the entire lettering was removed and freshly
engraved. The word ZEITUNGS now has obviously-seriffed letters.

STAMPEL are widely spaced and directly over its apex. corner rosette is regular. TYPE Ila was formerly defined as a type II with the

right dot of the umlaut larger than the left dot, but this differentiation proved
unhelpful and has been discontinued by Prof Ferchenbauer.

TYPE llla: The top left corner rosette is normal and ZEITUNGS
shows no defects: the 'U' is unbroken and there are no coloured dots
in'G’.

TYPE la: the crossbar of the A in STAMPEL is present.

TYPE llb: This has the characteristics of type II, umlaut-dot-size being
irrelevant. It is relatively rare, as the re-engraved clichés soon began to show

signs of further damage.
Double-ring cancel ©
ZEITUNGS-EXPED.
WIEN 20/7
The left-hand stamp was cancelled in BERGAMO on 20/6.
The night-hand stamp has on the left a part of the next
Cancelled in Lombatrdy: stamp; the typical type III horizontal spacing of 1.25mm
is visible.
<« PAVIA 30 AGO s
Part of the large(~40mm dia)
LODI newspaper office i ) .
cancel; badly scuffed print TYPE llc: Missing crossbar in 'A'. There are colour spots on the bridge of
the nose and under the chin.

TYPE llIb: The top left cotner rosette is damaged. In ZEITUNGS
the 'U' is damaged and in the ‘G’ are two coloured dots.

TYPE Ib: the crossbar of the A is missing, and there is almost always a
coloured spot under the chin and another on the bridge of the nose.

All letters in
STAMPEL are
damaged; the A has
no umlaut!

Well-inked Dry print

The right-hand stamp is cancelled with a two-circle PO(stamts)-ZEITUNGS-
EXP. LEMBERG and dated 17/3.
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The 1851 Issue

The Blue Mercury types la, Ib
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DI ROVE

Sabato 11 G

PREZZO D’ASSOCIAZIONE, — Per ogni copia in Rovereto L. 5 austriache — Sp
trimestre — La spedizione non pué farsi che sotto fascia. — Si assumono inserzioni di
la tassa superiormente stabilita. Le successive inserzioni pagheranno un terzo meno.
wedi e Sabato alla sera. — Le domande d’associazione van fatte direttamente alla I
AFFRANCATA, — Accellansi associazioni in qualunque momento, purché si compiano re ge

IMPERO D’ AUSTRIA

Vienna 7 ottobre

1l giorno di nome di S. M. & stato
celebrato in tutte le provincie colle
consuete solennita.

— S. A. L I’arciduca Luigi arrive-
rd qui da Ischl il giorno 15, ed andri
ad abitare gli appartamenti di corle
per lui preparati, ove soggiornera per
tutto il verno prossimo come nello scor-
so anno.

— Nell’ Austria soperiore si & gid
comincialo a riunire pit comuni pic-
coli in un comune generale,

— La Corrispondenza litografata
dei giornali dice che I’ ex cancelliere
dell’ impero principe di Metternich eb-
be jer Paltro la sua prima udienza
alla corte, la quale durd per oltre
un’ ora.

— Nel ministero della guerra hanno
presentemente Juogo consalte sulla pos-
sibilta di rilevanti risparmj nelle spese del
dipartimento della guerra. In conseguen-
za corre dello che trattasi di una dimi-
nuzione dell” armata col mezzo di conge-
di da darsi ai sottofficiali ed ai soldati,
misura che verrebbe eseguita ancor
entro questo mese. I congedi avreb-
bero a darare sino a tanto che i mi-
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qui fra le due corti,
nuare e durare anche
pretende che la diplos
abbia preso un granc
I’affare degli interaati 3
di meno & certo che
Pictroburgo ha dichia
governo, in una nola |
sti giorni, che egli
cordo con lui in tutte
determinazioni. Noi d
siamo convinti che la |
stria sara anzi tutto tra
e previdente. Percid n
complicazioni da quest
in grado di assicuran
corsa di una concentr:
sui confini turchi & pri
damento. .,

Loxsanoia

Nella parte officiale
di Milano dell’ 8 ottoli
notificazione del coman
Lombardia, identica a
blicata dal comande m
nezia, relalivamente
cordata agli arrestati po
dannati ad una pena
passi un anno di semp

I litare.
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Newspaper “IL MESSAGGIERE TIROLESE DI ROVERETO” dated 11 October 1851, published in
Rovereto and posted to Trient/Trento. Cancelled on arrival, date 12 Oct. Type Ia newspaper

postage stamp, on ribbed paper.

©

“Troppauer Zeitung” of Friday 11 March 1853, posted to Lobl(iches) k.k. Bezitksgericht (the local court)
in Wigstadl (subscriber nr 62) & cancelled there on arrival. Franked with 1851 Ferchenbauer type Ib.

The leading article is a list of subscriptions for the building of the Votivkirche in Vienna, erected to
commemorate Kaiser Franz Josef’s escape on 1 Feb 1853 from an attempted assassination.



The 1851 Issue

The Blue Mercury types Ib, llb, lic

Wrapper posted from Prague to
Domoraditz; type Ib stamp cancelled
in nearby Hohenmauth
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The Vienna Morgen-Post
for 30 Dec 1855, posted to
Zwettl; type IIb stamp.
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Uncommon sttip of three blue mercuries type IIb with double-circle
cancellations ZEITUNGS EXPED: WIEN 27/11 on residual piece of
wrappet.
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1853. — NUM. 327

Lettere, gruppi, pacchi, ed
altro devono essere  spediti
franchi di perto alla Re-
dugione della. Gazzetia Ufficia-
le di Milano.

L'Uthicio ‘@ aperio dalle ore
D antim. alle 8 pom. di cia-
scuno giorno, — Nei giorni fe-
stivi dalle B9 ant. alle 7 pofn,

Non si fa luogo a reclami
per mancanze seorso olto gior-
ni dalla pubblicazione ﬂol mp
mero reclamato.

Siat: del eielo .'

Ossarvnnonl fatte ad me dna;ri-:e

1“‘ o M"‘;h 331‘3"0 | Nella hotte del smrro 22 novembre .1 93 sereno
st-nord-est Sereno Nuvolo ‘Dalle ore’ 9 antim, del giorno 22 novenibre alle ore Qantim, del 93
L fe ., Serepo "’mw mass. + 7, &; mie. < 1', 0

: :reomo col msl;m' suwesso in due ore ' e i
), fra il giubilo gella pnpo}azlpne

suggelli della sperienza, non sari una ro-
‘mantlca l"efllla ‘md nb"a rohisla laseoroazsa

‘i .-

The Gazetta Ufficiale di Milano, an unwieldy broadsheet. Sent to Como (in Lombardy, which was
© Austrian in 1853) and cancelled on arrival. Newspaper dated 23/11/1853; franked blue mercury type Ilc;
address label removed; cancelled single-circle 'COMO" dated 24/11,
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I monatlich 92 1 M
' Gln;elnc Blatter 3 &

—_—

D hne Suftellung: monatl. 50 ;
vierteljafrig 1 fl. 68 Mir.; ﬁalb| '
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Satominiplag Nr. 130 ";unt
nen Man.

[

er, ber im April bes '

orben  ift. - I
SM. oven Trieft nach
feré bat fih Herr Doft’

o R e e ....:r....'.l.‘*

Late Usage

On the left is a typical example of a piece of a
newspaper as posted. The label has the address
of the recipient, Baron v. Longo of Klagenfurt.
It has been applied to the top right corner of the
front page, covering some of the subscription
price list.

The cancel is illegible, but the prices are stated in
Nkr (NeuKreuzer) ie after the November 1858
currency change. The un-denominated type Ilc
first-issue  stamp had been revalidated; 1t
remained in use till 1 May 1864.
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The 1851 Issue

The Blue Mercury types llla, lllb
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The 'Wiener Geschiftsbereicht”" for Friday 18 June 1858: a cyclostyled digest of business news,
commodity reports, currency exchange rates, Stock Exchange closing prices etc. sent daily to
subscribers. Newspaper postage stamp, applied to the address label. The style of the pencilled
markings is that of a 1920s dealer; the signature is not that of any expertiser known today. The
stamp is type IIla but beginning the transition to IIIb; in ZEITUNGS the U is undamaged but
there is one dot in the G; the top left corner rosette is normal.
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1851 type I1la stamp (and parts of two more!), cancelled in Jagerndorf.

ECO DELLA BORSA

Al’ sig. Slucca Matteoni Lazzaro

TRENTO (per Levic
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\
A

Late usage

1851 type I11b stamp sent to and cancelled at Trento.

BEER .. o o i
HAa TOAMHY
Ha mo ropMEe. . . .
Ha YETBPTh TOAHHEe. .

Y Cpfin ma roauny. 4 raa.

wa 1o rognme. . . . 2 Taa. I »
ua 4eTBpThH ropmse. . 1 raa .
u
_ l d
iyapa 1859, roA. Vill. P
'A® cn.aqmer 8MBATH Ce Ha UpaBa KHAMECKa M YyOpaKHABATH ‘ ::
0, KomM® €|mnxb. lOKB € TarO PajUTH [0Ye0, OAMA & A OH a =
TH Tpasuna|y pasjops Cb HbuMA Aomao. JAyro Bpemesna . A
5 6aaroeTo- |caaraid cy ce msh HY#Ae W HSH CTpPaxa 04D r‘ £
Jan eamb W |owH, kom meae OOpemosmhe mosparmra. Hamo-
toioif ToumO |eabAKY M Tora eTpaxa HacTaHe M Pasjopn U3~ =
ey ce mpo-|mehy ruasa Aaexcauppa u HBrOBA BeAMKAIIa YsMe .
: R ———— Qevva aw axx urm  ohaeTalW 0KO o

Late usage: newspaper “CPbCKHM AHEBHHK?”,| the “Serbian Daily” for 8 January 1859, printed in Serbian
at Novi Sad. Franked with 1851 stamp, which after the cutrency change on 1 Nov 1858 was revalued and
remained valid till 31 May 1864. Posted to Temesvar and cancelled there.

Pseudo-mixed franking: taxed 1kr as shown by signet nr 126 applied in the tax office in Szegedin.

Type I1Ib stamp, with traces of an address label underneath it.
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The 1858 issue (valid from 1.11.1858 to 31.5.1864)

In 1858 Austria changed from Conventions-money (C.M.) to the decimal Austrian currency (6.W.). A new newspaper stamp was issued on 1 November 1858, imperf, in type I (ie indistinct neck bow), without value
designation. The only stamp issued was for individual newspapers, and it kept the familiar colour blue; so it could also be used in Lombardy-Venetia. The blue stamps were prone to printing errors; and were valid until
31 May 1864. The undenominated 1851 blue stamp remained valid until used up. As before, the newspaper stamps were sold only to the newspaper publishing houses and only in whole sheets. The price per sheet in
the new currency was 1 Gulden 5 kreuzer 6.W. Since 1 Gulden 6.W. now contained 100 (new) kreuzer; a single stamp’s value was 1.05 kreuzer. The new newspaper stamps had a similar design and colour to the 15kr
blue normal postage stamp. This was often taken advantage of, with deceitful intent; so in August 1859 the colour was changed to a photosensitive lilac, which was issued after the blue ones ran out.

The 1858 blue stamp on newspaper

. &b
. & S g Ca<
Normal Small ‘blue eye Big ‘blue eye Lumpy nose - l’? g« E g B @
=5 R} |EBo© ©
Triester Zeitung. gFE L 1s E— g rS
: . " 22 S 'g- Bz
AIP’ Ornat. Signor Cavaliere Smaich, i. r. Ispettore e v Jaen
) del Governo centrale marittimo 2538 |38 2
] | o 4 g\- g2 7
L g S =
3 P88 JELEE
28R Arke
—_— © 5§, g T2
§8c "% )93 =S
e 8 Cem B
“E v ligEl g=-
Iz .3 eESl Eaqa
Address label for copy of Triester Zeitung, sent to Fiume 3 E. R g | { = ==
and cancelled there on 24 December; dark blue 1858 '!’E: B Ais El e g =
stamp. ES é" { | EE“E 3% .§' g E ©
N Y el el
This is a Die Proof Wrapper for two copies of newspaper “Hospodirské Noviny” sent to Josef Danes at Chlumci

nad Cidlinau aka Chlumetz an der Zidlina. The title page of one copy is still in the wrapper,
which has a Chlumetz arrival cancel on the back (scan on left). Franked with a rare full-
margined vertical pair of deep blue 1858-issue stamps with an oval cancel
PRAG O.P.A. ZTGS. EXP. 24/1, 2.U. Note 3.5mm vertical separation between the stamps.

Reprint. These were made
in 1907/8 from all
available  clichés and
printed in black for Hans
Kropf to use in his book
“Die Postwertzeichen von
05terreich~Ungam”

B STEMPELLE
SONNLITZ )R

Official Reprints

Like the letter-post stamps, newspaper postage stamps were reprinted many times, for presentation to the UPU or other postal administrations; for sale to collectors; to raise funds for Good Causes such as widows and orphans;

or “to meet the philatelic demands of High Personages” - who usually resold them to dealers! Officially, the 1866 reprint was of 500 copies, very few being sold to the public; but between 500 and 1000 extra copies were
surreptitiously produced, later appearing on the market via a High Personage.

Rare 1866 F‘ KK .

reprint of the B E 1886 reprint of

1858 stamp EN RS 18% stamp
© SiTwiie
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The 1858 issue

1859: colour change 1859 stamp on newspaper and label
The blue newspaper stamp could easily be confused with the blue 15Kr postage stamp — and deceitful persons

often took ndv:jmt?ge of this! .So from August 1‘359 the newspaper stamps were printed in h:lac m type II (distinct S
neck bow). This lilac colour is very photosensitive and also water-soluble, so that all possible lilac shades up to ' ‘
grey occur. The lilac stamps are found with a wide range of cancellations. g ; q
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wollen, nicyt aber ung fliehen : bamit wir aus ihren eigenen April 1861. Franked with 1858 lilac newspaper stamp cancelled on arrival at

Sdyriften unjere MWorte beweifend fie mit Gottes Hilfe an Spilimbergo (located northeast of Venice in the province of Pordenone).
bie Bruft der ,Mutter” Rird e iehen: fﬁmteu. Daber mogt Item signed by Diena and Pfenninger.

A S
© ~ " Blahor. panAnt. Dragoun,
b rolmk )
. ; P _ g i
e s e s cna = 1 | vSlepsnicich. Schlan,
. . _ ©
| Newspaper with tax signet and postal adhesive |

. _ . _ : Address label cancelled by Vienna newspaper section (so this
“Ben Chananja”, a weekly newspaper about Jewish theology published by the Chief Rabbi .of Szegedin on was the only copy to this destination) to Schlan via
16 August 1861. Grey-lilac 1859 newspaper postage stamp cancelled by ‘starburst’ of Vienna dated 2.0 Slapanicich, both N.W. of Prague.
August. Taxed 1 Kr, shown by signet nr 126 at the bottom; this was applied in the tax office in Szegedin

before the paper was printed.




The 1858 issue

1859 stamp on newspaper Strip of three dark lilac Type Il

Newspaper wrapper sent to the Bezirksamt (local district office) in Kalwarya
(in Galicia). The wrapper is franked with a strip of three dark lilac Type II 1859-
issue stamps, cancelled with a straight-line KALWARIA / 2 MAI

The town of Kalwarya was founded in 1617 as Zebrzydow; in 1640 expanded
and named Nowy Zebrzydow; in 1772 annexed by Austria during the First
Partition of Poland and renamed Kalwarya; and in 1890 renamed Kalwarya
Zebrzydowska. After WWTI it returned to Poland.

Official Reprints

The 1859 newspaper postage stamps were also reprinted many times.

1870 reprint of 1886 reprint of
the 1859 stamp the 1859 stamp

Polish newspaper “CZAS” published at Krakéw on 24 March 1861. Sent to W. Starowiejski Jan (i Jan
Starowiejski Esq., “W being the abbreviation for Wielmoniny = Honourable) at Podgoérze. Franked with 1858
type Il grey-lilac newspaper stamp with oval cancel “K.K. ZEITUNGS-EXPEDITION KRAKAU".
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The 1858 issue

A rare pseudo-mixed franking

The Postage.

The postage is paid with a lilac-coloured 1858 adhesive
applied to the address label. The newspaper was edited
and printed in Bruneck, South Tirol. It was sent to the
Post Office at Mauthausen, Upper Austria and the
adhesive cancelled there.

Schwertberg is about 10km north of Mauthausen; its
Post Office opened in 1864. Mail in 1860 would either
have been carried by a messenger, or collected by
someone from the Schloss - it’s addressed to the

Zimmermeister, the chief carpenter.

The stamp has parts of the double-ring cancel of
Mauthausen.

This item is illustrated and described in Ferchenbauer
(2008) vol II p. 594. (Ref. 2)

Address labels

jul—sept |

i Istvéin iigyvéd urnak

Portion of address label sending a
newspaper to “[...y] Istvin tgvyéd urnak”
which is Steven [surname ending in ‘y’], a
lawyer. Franked with 1858 lilac type II
Straight-line cancel in Bohemia, re-using a
pre-stamp canceller.

The Pusterthaler Bothe of 18 May 1860, sent to Schwertberg / Post Mauthausen
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The Tax.

The newspaper tax is paid with a blue 1858 1Kr
tax stamp, cancelled by an Austrian Fiscal
Office cancel which is underneath the printing
of the newspaper’s masthead.

The newspaper was edited and printed in
Bruneck, South Tirol; the tax stamp is required
to be applied before the paper is distributed by
the printer.

This is called a “pseudo-mixed franking”
because it has two different adhesives for two
different purposes.

i

Address label to Sig. Salvatore de Eccher at Mezzotedesco in Stdtirol
(today Mezzocorona in Trentino-Alte-Adige), about 15km north of
the city of Trento. There was no post office there until 1887, so the
mail went via Mezzolombardo where it received the normal “name in
script, date in italic roman” cancel. The label is stuck on a piece of an
Italian newspaper used (as is common) to make the wrapper for the
new edition.

Mezzolombardo is “where the Lombatrds lived” (ie the Italians) on the
west bank of the Torrente Noce (a tributary of the Adige); the
German speakers were in Mezzotedesco on the east bank.

Address label to Father Lambert Kahler at GrofB3-Siegharts
in Lower Austria; cancelled there on arrival.
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newspaper stamps. This is sometimes referred to as the 1860 issue!

Selected shades and cancels

A ‘Springer’: fallen offin " Cancelled at

transit so not cancelled on Krakau station
arrival

Vienna City Post canceller from 1830s, modified for
cancelling newspaper postage stamps in 1860s! The bottom
line would have resembled I.Exp:7"2 F. before alteration.

The 1861 issue (valid from 21.12.1860 to 31.5.1864)

In 1861, postal stationery envelopes were for the first time issued with a value impression, and their design was also used for the newspaper postage stamps. The ink was the same photosensitive lilac as previously;
numerous shades are found and a selection is shown here. The stamps were valid until 31 May 1864. The newspaper stamp shows the head of Emperor Franz Joseph, in a frame designed specifically for the

1858/9 - 1861 mixed franking

Extremely rare 1858/59-(pair)-plus-1861 mixed franking on the original wrapper of presumably
three copies of The Forestry Newspaper. Published at Selmecz in 1862; sent to Besztercze-Banya

(Bistricza); and cancelled at Neusohl
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The 1861 issue

Newspaper with postage stamp and tax signet

The “Wanderer” for Monday 22 April 1861, printed in Vienna then sent to Lemberg (as specified on the bottom left
of the address label). On the Thursday, the violet 1861-issue newspaper postage stamp was cancelled POSTAMTS
ZEITUNGS-EXP 25 4 LEMBERG (the newspapet-handling section of Lemberg Post Office).

It was posted onwards via Tluste (office opened 1817; today called Tovste) to His Serene Highness, The Prince Calixt
Ponifiski at his castle at Czerwonogrod (office only opened in 1911; entire village demolished by Soviets).

In the right margin is a signet indicating that the 1kr newspaper tax had been paid.

Printed address labels.

The item is a Schleife - a newspaper wrapping band. It has two grey 1861
newspaper postage stamps, so must therefore have contained two copies of 2
newspaper. The scan shows the address details. It’s addressed to the evangelical
pastor at Dvakacovice, a small village about 7km N.E. of Chrudim, which still

Light-grey shade 1861 newspaper post adhesive with single-circle cancel
“ZEITUNGS-EXPED: WIEN 16/8”. Address label preprinted on tall sheet cut into
separate label-wrappers. Sent to Maximilian Grabowski, a senior lawyer at Neu-
Sandec in Galicia.

Address label fragment; 1861 stamp shows one thick above three thin top
marginal bars. Single circle cancel W:WASSER 26/4. Addressed to Mr Snidr,
a farmer at Katusice, in central Bohemia. A post office in Katusice was
only opened in 1894, so this item was sent to (or collected by a messenger
from) Weisswasset, about 5km N-E, which opened in 1836.



Stamps and wrappers

The 1863 issue (valid from 1.6.1863 to 31.8.1869)

Thick and/or thin marginal bats are found.

Left & middle: bar type B; right: bar type A with plate-numbering dot

HAIDENSCHAFT PRZEMYSL
BAHNHOF

Pair with VENEZIA

MYSLENICE
cancel

LINZ

The issue of 1861 did not last long. The German-Austrian Postal Union of 1 July 1850 “in order to promote unity” required the use of upiform colours for the most important stamps. Instead of swopping the

colours of the existing 10kr and 15kr postage stamps, with the obvious chance of malfeasance, a new series was issued, with the “coat of arms eagle” instead of the sovereign’s head. The newspaper stamps changed
to the new design, with the same eagle in an octagonal frame with the inscription in a larger font. Valid till 31 August 1869.

Just right
Over-and under-inking is common in 1863 stamps.

Too much

Thin wrapper sent in 1864 to Herr Brenner in Dimbach, upper Austria. 1863 stamp cancelled at nearby
GREIN. Blue transit cancel of WALDHAUSEN on the back. There was no post office at Dimbach until
1870.

Address label with lilac 1863 stamp, sent to and cancelled on 27 June [1866] at M&dling,
then a village south of Vienra. Piece of contemporary newspaper used as the wrapper.
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The 1863 issue

Stamps and wrappers (ii)

o
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“Troppauer Zeitung” published Sat 7 May 1864; sent to the local council in Schwarzwasser

(where it should have been cancelled).

Piece of newspaper wrapper sent to and cancelled at
San Pietro Incariano in Venetia.

Strip-of-three attached to remnants of packet wrap
and address label. VENEZIA cancel.

Bottom marginal piece (applied sideways) showing margin bar. VENEZIA cancel.

/.a'-_'_- - e !I;nni‘léli_lmt' enbet mit _30 giob;;nb.é_t 1867.
I Herrn Moriz Dorn,
R unbeﬂieuthumsuf-aeg.

[

Wrapper sent to Bleiburg; redirected to Riva via Trient

(“RIVA IN TIROL” arrival cancel on back)




The 1867 issue (valid from 1.6.1867 to 30.9.1900)

The 1867 Issue

Issued 1 June 1867; valid in Hungary till 30 June 1871; in Austria till 30 September 1900. During these 33 years,
an estimated 2 thousand million were printed. The face value was 1.05kr until 31 December 1867, 1Kr thereafter
(Ref 9 p.200). The colours vary greatly: as well as intentional changes, countless shades have emerged through
fading and decomposition of the light-sensitive water-soluble dyes. In this issue, large numbers of: private
perforations are found.

Types of the 1867 stamp

There were three master dies during the 33 years of validity. Stamps of type I were issued on 1 June 1867 (and
briefly around April 1876); of type II in mid-1873; and of type III at end 1876. Types I and II come in both
coarse and fine printing; type III only in fine. All types have subtypes, for which the vatious catalogues use
different and incompatible classifications. The subtypes are distinguished by the presence or absence of dots,
meander ends etc; and by printing type and shades. This exhibit follows the classification scheme of
Ferchenbauer’s 2008 edition.

TYPE: | ! 1]/

Top of outer circle is: unbroken unbroken broken

Centre line of helmet brim is: dotted above dotted above missing
the eye the eye

Helmet line at front above eye is: dotted slightly dotted continuous

Hair curls between eye & ear: merge with do not merge do not merge
shadows with shadows with shadows

Lines at root of wing: 2 clumps separated separated

Wing outline? none has white none

rear edge
Printing types

Fine print: found
in all Type Ill,
some Types | & Il

Coarse print: found
in Types | & Il only

Following the 1867 Compromise with Hungary, new postage and newspaper stamps had to be rapidly issued without any inscription or inappropriate symbols; luckily the currency abbreviation was the same in Austria (kr -
kreuzer) and Hungary (Kr - Krajczar). In this issue, private perforations appear in large numbers for the first time, occasioned by the need for strips of stamps to stick on sheets of address labels. Issued on 1 June 1867
priced at 1F1 5kr per sheet of 100, ie 1.05 kreuzer each. On 1 January 1868 the price-per-sheet was reduced to 1 Gulden, so a single stamp’s value was 1 kreuzer.

Watermarks

The paper of this issue had a sheet-watermark placed horizontally in the middle over two sheets of 100
pieces. The letters were 23-24 mm high in double-lined Roman characters; the E, N, M, A, R, & K had
internal lines. The total length of the watermark was about 445 mm. Since the word was present five times
on the watermarking roller of the papermaking machine, one can find minor differences between the
individual letters. -

ZEITUNGS-M ARKEN

In 1884 the watermark was changed: the size and width of the letters remained very similar, but the internal
lines were removed and the total length became approximately 440mm.

LZBITUNGS-MARKEN.

The watermark can be found reversed or inverted, depending on which way the paper was inserted into
the printing press.

The stamps below, with transmitted-light photographs, illustrate the second watermark type.




The 1867 issue Shadps

Proofs Specialised catalogues list numerous shade variations for the 1867 stamp, eg Ferchenbauer2008 has 14,
ANK has 17, Puschmann et al 19! Even more are found in practice; two reasons for this are that the
printing inks are light-sensitive and are water-soluble. A selection of visibly-different shades follows.

Printer's Proof
This was made on thin low-grade paper to check the functioning of the press.

Plate Proof
Made on thicker high-quality paper.

Perforations

Many different perforations are found; these were privately arranged (although probably done
by the State Printing Works) to speed up the labelling & despatching operation.

1892 cancel, so a later shade.

imp x10% imp x 11% 10% x imp
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The 1867 issue

Flaws on Type | stamps

Left: “stamp” assembled from two stamps. Fraudulent reuse or badly-aligned cutting?

Right: offprint at top, on back of normal Type III stamp.

Examples of the “mushroom helmet flaw” — the back of the helmet is elongated. It’s caused by
damage to the “make-ready”, the material on the roller that presses the paper on to the clichés.

Over-inking at bottom
and unusual chocolate
shade.

Rear of Circle partly Nose & chin
helmet printed damaged
missing double

Various degrees of under-inking.

Woolly
appearance
to left of face

Flaws on Types Il & lll stamps

Type ll

Broken Plate scratch Ghost image Dirt at top
frame at
bottom right

Type lli

Dirt behind Damage at Damage at
neck top of helmet left edge

Ghost image Ghost image Ghost Creased
image. Type make-ready
IIID stamp at front of
neck

“Type IIID”. In this flaw, there is an extra dot in the top right
corner, as shown in the sketch. Some authorities ignote it; some
list it as Type I1ID; Ferchenbauer-2008 classes it as Plate Fault Nt
17. I have chosen to call it Type ITID.
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The 1867 issue

Stitch Watermarks | (Naht-, Sieb- or Ladurner-wasserzeichen)

The papermaking machine has an endless band on which the paper is formed. This band is a very long strip
of material folded into a loop (like a rubber band but rather larger!). The material is joined by stitching, either
regularly or irregularly, and the imprint of the stitches appears on the paper. It can be found on stamps either
vertically or horizontally, depending on which way the paper was inserted into the printing press. These
watermarks are not easy to see; the illustrations below are transmitted-light images of the stamps below
them.

Plate faults

Damaged bottom right corner

o iy I

Broen bottoni left

meander

T A

Severe damage, bottom left

3-4



The 1867 issue

Marginal rules

The authorities list almost a dozen different types of marginal rules above and below the printing
plate. They helped to protect the plate against damage during printing. They were somewhat
shorter than the full width of the 10 or 20 clichés, and can be found both above and below the
stamps.

Rule type ‘A’ - single thick bar

Bottom left corner

Rule type ‘B’ - one thick bar and one thin bar.

Above: bottom right corner of sheet.
Note franco cancellation.

Subtype B1 has the thin bar nearer the stamp; B2 the thicker.

. ) & ' | Left: bottom
T le rner
B1; top left shffe:: =t
stamp
Right: the full-
width rule and
the wide left
B2 margin
suggest that it
' is the bottom
left corner of a
sheet.
—| Left: Rule type ‘C’ — 4 thin bars and one thick bar
' Right: trace of rule at bottom. The grey line
above it is a “Randwasserzeichen” or
“Randleiste” and is produced by the paper 4
grippers in the watermarking or printing

processes.

Right:
top right
corner
of sheet.




The 1867 issue

Complete counter sheet

These stamps were printed in assemblies of 100 clichés arranged
10x10 with top and bottom rules. Four such assemblies were
arranged 2x2 in the forme. Often, although not here, the top or
bottom rules were marked to denote which quarter-forme they
were to occupy. However, no instruction has been found stating
how the quarters were numbered - ie, if for example the top left
was to be number 1, was the one below it 2, 3, or 4?2 The
possibilities in this case are:

12 12 13 13 14 14
34 43 24 42 23 32

The stamps came from the press as sheets with four 10x10 blocks
separated by large horizontal and vertical gutters around 25mm
in width.

Examples of quarter, half, and whole printed sheets are shown
in the book “720 Jahre Osterreichischer Philatelisten Club Vindobona /|
150 Jabre Osterreichische Briefmarke” published in 2000; see in
particular page 41.

Nearly always, this sheet was cut into quarters before despatch
to the Postzeugverwaltung from which the Post Offices ordered
it. Occasionally the printed sheet was only cut in half. The stamps
were sold to newspaper publishers in these 10x10 blocks.

The stamps were cancelled WIEN 1/1 POSTZEITUNGSAMT 1
12.4.96 4-5V, ie in the early morning. This was one of the central
newspaper-handling offices in Vienna, and was located at
Dominikanerbastei 11-13, the back entrance to the Head Post
Office at Postgasse in central Vienna (according to Lebmanns
Allgemeiner Wohnungs anzeiger nebst Handels- und Gewerbe- Adreffouch,
1894).
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The 1867 issue

Multiples

Wrapper made from old newspaper,
franked with 37 Type III adhesives:
three strips of 10 plus one of 7, the
latter with a type IIID in row 4.

Cancelled WIEN 1/1 POST-
ZEITUNGSAMT 127.7.94 11-12V

V = Vormittags so this is the
11 am — 12 noon period.

WIEN-INNSBRUCK TPO

PRAG
KLEINSEITE

CILLI

Block of 12 Type III, cancelled WIEN 1/1 POSTZEITUNGSAMT 24.6.1896 plus
an unreadable “barred lozenge” presumably from the destination.



The 1867 issue

Unusual blocks

Unusually-large block of 40 Type III stamps, the bottom 4 rows of a sheet. Cancelled in CZERNOWITZ on 14 Jan 1900; these
stamps were valid until 30 September 1900. The four white lines at bottom left show that this is sheet 4 of the 2x2 printing pane.

Block of 18, cancelled WIEN POSTZEITUNGS-AMT I on 19.7.1894.
Type I1I; second stamp from left in middle row is Type ITID
Part watermark zeitungs-marKEN at top left; shown at right in transmitted-light photo.
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The 1867 issue (continued)

Unusually-large newspaper

Mzaazn YTopkowm.
‘ Oujena:
3a Aycreo-Yrarcey, Bocny u Xee-
OETOBHAY: HAa TOJHHY 6 ., HA N0 TOJ.
3 &, Ha werspr rog. 1 @. 50 m.
| 3a Cp6ujy n Ilpmy T'opy: ma rof.
| 17 @paw., Ha no rog. 9 &p., HA uYETBPT
- Toj. 5 ®paHaRa y amary.
3a cre ocrazme 2enbe: Ha rofuny 20

@paHaRs, Ha 1o voj. 11 ap., sa vernpr
Tof. 6 ®p. y amary.

Ipermaara 1 orzaci Mm%
muaierpanyjn Cpoekora IneTivey
Apy. Jomucs mamy ce, YpegmmmITBY.
Pyrommen ce ue spahajy.

3a ormace miaaka ce 3a CBARH pejak
5 nmopunha. Ormacu of 10 pegaka croje
40 nopunha, 4 CBAEN JaBH DPeJaE 10
3 nopuiha. i

Jepan ocefum Gpoj ,Cpmerora Ju:
cra* crojm 12 mopumhka, — a crapmjn
6poj 15 morunka.

Togana IL

Bpoj 6.

P e A S

R T ——— R —

XPBAIIKA CTPAHKA Y Mm 063upH, Kao mro On OHia TpajHIja HeaHHA-

Hegomnke Ipre foHemreme y npom:oy mi- | MO YBjepeise, Ta TpeGa ocrammrH ua Mupy obe
CIy JOBOBHE cy, A HaM OCBHjerde Toxomaj | ABHIC 1_-Bp1)ant_> HApOJHE HESABHCHOCTH Ha Gau-
xXpBaikHjex crpanaka y Xpeangoj. Cap ga y- | S3HCEOM noxyocrposy. Ta maxa pasmma ms-
THTAMO: KOjOM Ce O OBHjex caaxke Xpsanga |MeDY Xpsange crpamke y /laamanujn u crpan- |
erpanka y Jlaamamjn? Tlomro osa crpamsa | K€ 1paBa mMaza Ou cama mo ce6m mewesmyrn. |
TeRH 3 CjeUHerseM,  octaimjem mro Xpea- | DPHJEME je pobap mpmjares, same rammjancka fefpujckn remepan Jopamomuh mpeseh e

e ———— T e

¢ . Tpeue uiauke, KOjH TOTpEcajy SKHBIE JpiKa- |COBe KOjH ce WHRAJ 3a HApPOAHY caoGoxy HH-
JeX HejaBHHjeX Havexa W OHO mTo OH Haspa- BHOT OJBJETHHIITBA, ZoquM dxaniu ,Narodnog | jecy wyim, mero ympexy HAPOZ I0f HEMAYRA
[ Lista® magajy nao caatsm mejq na kexayjan [koma. To u napoy Bupu u mspelin Tie cBojy
| Biicoke rocuoge. Crpanni mpasa Gam XpRamks | 0CYAY y3 TpEoc UpokAmBamy mopMulienujex
juije mumra zpyro seh morizasmna sarpeSause | mpopoka m ys mpkoc mohmmjex pracroppasana!
| yupaBe — TaK0 je Aamac NONOKa] XpBanke
JRATOCTAH TPAMA THe3HHOM 3aMHILBA]y — 70-

THM j€ XpPBankoj crpamiu y Jlaamamujn u ay-

JIH TTOJNTHIHOM KOCJETJ'BHBOGTH, HETO a1 HERPe-

e = T T

¥ 3agpy. 9 aebpyapa.

-ﬁ? St g l:'j!q'ulf-ﬂ.tz,“_.l Al ‘Jln%%—%m.WI‘Mﬂmﬂmﬂ lﬂé’-‘_mwﬁ 1€ A\

f

“Serbian News” from Zadar/Zara (Dalmatia) on 10 February 1881; the (22) is the date in the Western calendar.
1867 type I1I newspaper post stamp cancelled on arrival at Pancsova (Hungary). Single tax signet at top right corner.
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The 1867 issue

Unusually-large multiple franking

52 stamps for 52 newspapers

Piece of parcel wrapper containing 52 copies of a newspaper, posted at the main Vienna Newspaper Post Office on 17 July 1894 and sent to the Wiener Zeitungs-Bureau at
I. Wollzeile 6, which is near to St Stephens in the inner city of Vienna. Cancelled WIEN 1/1 POST-ZEITUNGSAMT 117.7.94 6-7V (V = Vormittags so this is 6-7 am). The
number of copies is shown by the blue ‘52”. It is franked with 52 adhesives: two 10x2 blocks, two strips of 4, and two pairs. All are Type II1. The stamps at (as-mounted) row
1 column 8 and row 2 column 4 of both 10x2 blocks are Type IIID, which has an extra dot in the top right cross, suggesting that it occurs at constant plate positions.

Left: 4x magnification of the right Right:  Hi-resolution
side of the stamp as oriented sharpened scan of the
above. The Type IIID ‘extra dot’ corner, showing the
shows on the left. dot.
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The 1867 issue

Pseudo-mixed franking
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So-called “pseudo-mixed franking”

results from a newspaper tax adhesive or signet appearing alongside

an inland or foreign letter- or newspaper postage stamp.

Newspaper “C/IOBO” (“Word”) printed in Russian on 29 January 1881 (10 February in the Western
calendar) in Lemberg. 1867 type III newspaper postage stamp cancelled 11/2/81 on arrival at Przemysl.
Posted to subscriber 330, Mr Feodor Lukashevsky, Przemysl; the address label is handwritten in
Ukrainian script. Newspaper taxed 1 kr, applied before addressing; shown by signet nr 30, a non-standard

type only used in Lemberg.

An uncollected newspaper

N L ZA.

T e T T I T T e S S Flh

BULLETTINO At

GOSPODARS.

(Si pubblica il 1.0 ed il 15 @

Prezzo per Iinterno fi. 2, per Iester
separato soldi 10. Le associazioni si riceve
Consorzii Enologici Provinciali per le copie
Le corrispondenze e le inserzioni si dirigont
articoli comunicati e gli avvisis’ inserisco:w‘_

Ai parrochi ed ai maestri ¢
e ——

Lo sviluppo che va prendend
giorno I industria agricola in quesl

vincia, il bisogno generalmente ser. A%

redimere I agricoltura da vecchi

7y 1'3 el Comizio agravio di Zara).
i
*¢ e trimestre in proporzione. Un numero
zzo degli Uffici postali. I Comizi agrariie
 socii hanno il favore della meti del prezzo.
je. Non si restituiscono i manoscritti. Gli

CE
> \g
i

e inea, oltre a soldi 30 per la tassa di finanza,
N\ disee per la meta del prezzo.
| ————————————————

- stvo sve tobolje pocelo se

i u nasoj pokrajini; svak poceo
| potrebitost da se jednom ono
- predsuda starih, navada skodnih ;

) 7
niciosi pregiudizii, e mettere il pae N e i kod nas mislili kako bi se,
corrente dei progressi della scienz - \du naroda prosvietljenijib, i mi
ria, indussero questo Comizioada = putili boljom stazom pri obradji-
alla pubblicazione d’un periodicoag =~ f{ezenju nasih polja. Potaknuto
Le gravi difficolta che accomps - = Z phretom Gospodarsko = Zadarsko
mai sempre 1 primi passi di qu = = =|odlucilo je izdavati jedan list
istituzione, e la persuasione di B2 fski.
spondere pii praticamente alle ° = 2~ aduci svaki pocetak s jednog il 5 ¢
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The posting wrapper is made
from a strip of an old newspaper.

The item was published at Zara
on 1 March, posted at Zara, sent

I :

The adhesive is cancelled twice,
at RAGUSA and ZARA

S. 8. Pi

Clancelleria Vescovile.
Jederlinich Do. Tommaso, Cap
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The 1867 issue

Wrappers and sleeves

Unusual wrapper made from a piece of old newspaper and franked with two bottom-margin copies (so
containing two copies of the newspaper) sent to the spouse of a First Lieutenant in Policka, which was
in Bohemia. The stamps are type III with type A marginal rule, and are cancelled POLICKA 2/6/9.

Long wrapper (folded here) sent from Vienna to Hungary and
cancelled ZEITUNGS-EXPED / WIEN on despatch. Type III stamp.

b

Sleeve sent from Vienna to Prague and cancelled SMICHOW STADT /
SMICHOV MESTO on 4.11.1892 on arrival at the suburb of Smichow. Type

Stamps perforated 11 top and bottom, but applied as a vertical strip to a sheet of labels which
was then sliced into address labels stuck with gum to narrow sleeves. Sent to Hallein and
cancelled there. Type III.



The 1867 issue

Sleeves

Type 111 stamp with type ‘A’ marginal rule cancelled at Linz on 28 April 1893

Type I1I stamp on band cancelled at Lienz; the cancel date is 7 Jan 1862 but the 6
must be a ‘9’ upside down as the stamp was issued in 1867!

Type III stamp on band cancelled in Vienna and posted to CACHRAU in Bohemia
where it received a dual-language arrival cancel on the back.

Narrow sleeve sent to GRIES IM WIPPTHAL and cancelled there. Type e stamp.

The Newspaper Verschleisser system

Sleeve with label sent to Ungar Brod (aka Uhersky Brod) in Moravia. 1867 newspaper
stamp, type III, with type A marginal rule. The item was sent by the KK. Hof u.
Staatsdruckerei to Herr Berthold Frankel / Advokatius Concipient / Ung. Brod / zu
Hradisch. Hetr Frankel is studying to qualify as a barrister. The 330 will be his number
in the addressee list.

The undated straight-line cancel U:Brod (with a colon) is not recorded in any of the
standard catalogues. It is probably a heavily-corroded cancel U.Brod (with a dot),
which is catalogued but as 2 Postmaster Postmark, notionally used on forms etc but
not on normal mail.

The handwritten address label is pasted on a red wrapper. This shows that it was sent
by train to a Verschleisser — a newspaper retailer — who would collect it from the
railway station in order to bypass the local post office delivery delay. The piece is.
undated; the stamp was valid from 1867 to 1899; the railway line to Ungar Brod was
completed in 1888.

The regulations for the “Verschleisser” system were developed over the decades as
postal subscribing to newspapers, and the Austrian railway network, both expanded.
Regulations covering delivery-to-railway-stations are not in the 1882 consolidation !"
but do appear in the 1890 Postordnung ¥ which introduced the “Railway Station
Letter” and added almost as an afterthought that an analogous system could be applied
to newspapers. As well as the postage, the publisher had to pay a fee of 5 Gulden a
month per copy. Rules specifically for Verschleisser-newspapers first appeared in
1920

[1] This is a 37-side appendix to 1882 Postverordnungsblatt Nr 26, collecting together all the
regulations on the posting of newspapers, and repealing all that preceded it. There's a copy in the
Ferdinandeum in Innsbruck.

[2] 1890 Post- und Telegraphen-Verordnungsblatt Nr 112.
[3] 1920 Postverordnungsblatt 23 Nr 13.
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The 1880 issue (valid from 1.12.1880 to 31.12.1899)

The newspaper tariff of 1 Kreuzer paid for carriage to the delivery post office, from which the subscriber would collect it. Delivery to an address within the delivery area of that office could be arranged privately on payment

of a fee of 2 kr (per copy) to the postmaster, in advance and in cash. The issue and use of the green V2 kr newspaper delivery stamp (Zeitungszustellungsmarke) were announced on 14 October 1880, and published on
22 October as Postverordnungsblatt 64. The Y2 kr stamp was introduced so that subscribers had the option, when placing their subscription, of also paying for delivery of newspapers weighing not over 250 grams. If this
address was in the delivery district of the office where the publishers posted the paper, only the %2 kr had to be paid.

Examples of the 1 kr and 2 kr combination in use. Above: Innsbruck to Feldkirch (artival cancel on back - see

scan). Below: from somewhere to Baden.

|
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The 1880 issue
The 2 kr in use

1 kr postage plus extra %2 kr local delivery, both cancelled on arrival at Strakonitz in Bohemia.

The same, both cancelled WIEN 40 on 24.8.1894 in the 11am-1pm duty period.

A pair of /2 kr used on 16 May 1899 for postage from Triest to Reichenberg; note sheet top border bar
(on the left as stamps applied sideways!)

1 kr postage plus extra %2 kr local delivery, both cancelled on arrival at Reichenberg on 10 Nov 1899.
Both adhesives privately perforated 11%-.

From 1 December 1880, the delivery stamp was required to be affixed to inland newspapers delivered from a state-
owned (irarische®*) Post Office. If it were absent, the newspaper was still to be delivered, but its address label
forwarded to the Postdirektion. However, this delivery stamp was not valid for delivery from a privately-owned
(nicht-drarisch*¥) Post Office, the fee having to be paid in cash as was done previously. If present, it was to be
ignored. See Section 20 of the 1882 Newspaper Service consolidation, Postverordnungsblatt 26 of 30 March 1882,
which also clarified that the pay-in-cash system could also be used at state-owned Post Offices.

From about 1890, pairs of the 2 kr were used to pay the 1 kr tariff. The %2 kr stamp remained valid until 31
December 1899.

** Ararisch Post Offices were owned by the state and run by salaried state employees. Nicht-drarisch Post
Offices were owned by a private person (often hereditary) who employed the staff, paid for many of the requisites
(eg the registration labels and the cancellers), but kept the profits.



The 1880 issue
Watermarks

From 1888, the stamps are found with a wide range of private perforations and

The 1880 issue was printed on the same paper as the 1867, so is found with the two types of watermark:
originally Type I (sketched below) where in ZEITUNGSMARKEN the E, N, M, A, R, & K had internal
lines; and from 1884 where the internal lines were removed.

LEITUNGS-M ARKEN.

The stamps are followed by photographs in transmitted light to show the partial watermarks 1% x 11%

M xi
Xixi

x 10%2 x 10%

wl o T WO

M2 x 1%
x1Mex11%

ixi
x M x11%

Mex
xixi

Arhamsaaniss

M x 1%
x NMex11a

ixixix11% 8x8x8x8

with *K”
watermark

rouletting; noted below as top x bottom x left x right. " = imperf; ‘t’ = torn off

Meaxixtxi

“K” watermark
shown in
transmitted light

Xixi




The 1899 issue (valid from 20.12.1899 to 31.12.1916)

Austria moved to Gold Standard currency in the 1890s, and the new currency of “1 Krone of 100 heller” was introduced to the Postal Service on 1 Jan 1900. The new rate of 2 heller was mote-or-less equal to the

previous 1kr. New newspaper stamps were issued on 20 December 1899. They had a new design, with the familiar Mercury head, somewhat modernized, set in a square frame. As in 1851, there were 2h blue, 6h

orange, 10h brown and 20h rose stamps for one, three, five or ten newspapers. The old tradition of the blue stamp for a single newspaper had thus been revived. The same design is found on postal stationery,
especially on wrappers printed to private order for which the colour was changed, the 2h value becoming light green instead of blue with higher imprint values in a variety of different colours.

The stamps, and their changes of design

In 1901 the paper was given slanting varnish stripes to protect against reuse; this was discontinued in 1905. The
blue stamp was used unusually frequently; more than a thousand million were printed. The other stamps were

infrequently used, and the higher values are very rare on whole pieces, since they were pasted on the packaging
which was discarded. The stamps were valid until 31 Dec 1916.

Plate marks, spacers, and rules
Items marked (VB) have varnish bars.

The newspaper stamp issue of 1899 is also found on postal stationery, especially on wrappers printed to private |
order for which the colour was changed, the 2H value from blue to light green (usually washed-out).

Bottom rule with plate-2 marking

The vertical line is a loose inter-

Top right corner showing
cliché spacing bar

end of forme-border rule

Top rule

Privately commissioned imprint on large label; the washed-out green colour is normal.

B {

Top rule Inter-cliché spacer at right




The 1899 issue

Plate marks, spacers, and rules (ii); those with varnish bars denoted “(VB)”"

Left: two strips of four (VB)

I
-_—

Unusual strip of seven; haawn%maﬁshaﬂmnﬂmmmpmbaﬂymal&mmﬁm

Right marginal strip




The 1899 issue

Private perforations are common; strips less so.

Address label sheets

Perf 3 sides; mauve
cancel

Perf 4 sides

oy e !

Perf 3 sides; pin_
roulette at bottom

Perf left & right; Perf 4 sides
torn-off bottom

|

Perf left & right; cancelled
BRECLAVA 2

Perf top & bottom; Perf 3 sides; violet WIEN
cancelled LINZ BESTELLT cancel

L

"\
"y

Strip of 2; WIEN ZEITUNGSAMT cancel Strip of 3, perf all sides

Official “address label sheets” with imprinted newspaper postage stamps were issued
from 8 March 1904, under the provisions of Postverordnungsblatt 25 (printed on 13
Match).

They contained two columns of fifteen 2-heller 1899-design newspaper stamp impressions.
They were printed in blue (the same as the adhesives) not green, since these were an official
issue not a private printing. The complete sheet was 450x300mm.

These were sold at face value to newspaper publishers, for them to type or write the
subscribers names and addresses then cut into individual labels and glue to the newspaper

wrappers.

The printing was done on various shades of buff and of green papers. Notionally, the green
ones were to be used for the correct handling of newspapers that printed a morning and
an evening edition on the same day; there is no evidence that this was done properly.



The 1899 issue

Newspaper stamps correctly used as postage stamps

Zeitu ngsverschleiller From 1900, a reduced-rate scheme** operated whereby printed price lists, catalogues, subscription notices etc., provided

they appeared at least four times a year, could be sent at the reduced newspaper rate, and franked with newspaper stamps.

A Zeitungsverschleiler was a registered newspaper retailer, and could arrange to bypass the The lowest printed matter rate from 1900-1916 was 3h, while the newspaper rate was 2h, so the publishers saved 1h per
Post Office delivery delay. Their package would have a red address label, and be addressed item. The scheme was ended at the general rates rise of October 1, 1916.

to them at the nearest railway station, from which they would collect it once the stamps had
been cancelled.
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Here, the “Mercury”
L 'JJ company of Lemberg is
?

sending its catalogue of
imported foreign delicacies
to a customer. Page 16 of

& E

H . this list shows their range of
ol Tcol = “Ciasta Angielskie”, which
Gwdw, Kilinskiego 2. : e Piscuits mesde by
Huntley & Palmers of

007 i Reading]

Wrapper with thirty-two 2h newspaper stamps containing 32 newspapers for delivery to
the paper-shop at Stanislawéw railway station. Cancelled on 20 June 1902 on the
Lemberg-Czernowitz Nr 381 Travelling Post Office. Stamps have 2mm single varnish
bar.

** See Miiller's “Die Postmarken von Osterreich”, p.327; and Ferchenbauer 2008 vol I p.216
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The 1899 issue

Single and multiple newspaper wrappers

L

s . L Sk e LS

- K.K. Geographische Gesellschaft in Wien
._._fr-. Sr. Hochwohlgeboren Herrn Karl Thonet

Fabriksbesitzer
Bistritz a. H. (Miihren)

Single-newspaper wrapper: Vienna to Schiissburg ﬁmn in Hungary; now

<

Sighisoara in Romania). Stamp with varnish bars. Piece of bundle of six newspapers, sent from Vienna to Bistritz am Hostein in Moravia.

Single-newspaper wrapper: Prague to Salzburg (cancelled on arrival).
Stamp without varnish bars, and a piece of the next stamp.

Single-newspaper wrapper: Vienna to Halbstadt. Single-circle arrival cancel on back for
20 July 1902. Stamp without varnish bars but with marginal rule.
[ chamotte (aka firesand) hammmmammmmmmm.]

2H with, 10H without vamish bars.

Piece of card reused as label for bundle of four newspapers. (The red 4 is the number

of newspapers not the postage.) Sent to Gablonz a. d. Neisse and cancelled on arrival.



The 1899 issue

Single and multiple newspaper wrappers (ii)

Wrapper for two newspapers, sent from and to Prague

Wrapper (front) for two newspapers, sent from Prague to Kamenice nad Lipou in Bohemia

Above: envelope with single adhesive (no bars); cancelled at Neustadt on 23 Jan 1908 to Wolfersdorf (arrival
cancel on back). Below: long envelope sending complimentary copies of “Der Metallarbeiter” to Herr
Wobornik, who ran a small engineering company supplying the Imperial Court in Vienna. Cancelled in
Vienna on 21 Dec 1901. Franking of 6h+2h (neither barred) means it contained 4 copies. The 2h is an
unusually dark blue, and the large right-hand margin shows that it comes from the sheet’s right hand side.
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The 1899 issue

Wrappers with imprinted stamps (permitted from 10 April 1905)

Envelope from Humpoletz in Bohemia to Triest; cancelled on arrival

Very long thin envelope from Vienna to Steinschonau in Bohemia; cancelled in Vienna

Imprinted sleeves for newspapers sent to Triest; to Vienna; and to Linz thence to Innsbruck




The 1899 issue

Oddities

Back of a 2x2 block showing
the “mﬂite” Pﬂper

2x2 block with partial razor or
knife cut at centre bottom

(leading into 2 tear)

The sheets of stamps were frequently cut into strips to aid
rapid separation. Often, this boring task was done badly!

Printed on creased paper Badly cut

Very badly cut

Heavy and typically non-rectangular envelope, handed in (Aufgegeben) at
Post Office Vienna 117 and addressed to the Post & Telegraph office at
Smichow station, Bohemia. The preprinted “Aufgegeben...” and its
alteration, plus the franking, suggest that this envelope was for 4 small
newspapers. Perhaps Smichow Post Office handled subscriptions for 4
copies of whatever-it-was.

5-8



The 1908 issue (valid from mid-1908 to 31.12.1916)

The 1908 stamp issue, produced to commemorate the 60™ anniversary of Emperor Franz Joseph, was the first issue which was consciously conceived as a work of art. It was in the Jugendstil style (Austrian Art Nouveau),

by the renowned artist Professor Koloman Moser. The newspaper stamps have the Mercury head gazing intently into the future, no inscription, and large value-numerals. Private printings occur; the 2h stamp being
printed in green instead of brown.

The stamps Paper varieties

The newspapet stamps, valid until 31 Dec 1916, have neither inscription nor perforation. There were
2h blue, 6h orange, 10h red & 20h brown; intended for packets of 1, 3, 5 & 10 newspapers. Initially
they were printed on chalky paper; later a very thin, hard, translucent paper was used, and finally an
otdinary, dull paper. The newspaper stamp clichés were again used as value impressions for private
printings; again in changed colours: 2 heller green instead of blue, 6 heller brownish lilac instead of
orange. There are also private wrappers with several identical or sometimes differently-valued
impressions.

' Left: thin, soft,
il |creamy-white

Right: thin, hard,
brownish-tinged

Chalky paper Thin, hard paper Dull paper

Bottom rule; plate-3 marking

& rule

.m]#p.‘ﬂﬁ 'w_

2
Bottom left corner & rule; Bottom right corner, with rule & plate marking.
plate-4 marking Perfin J O which is J Otto, Publisher, Prague
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The 1908 issue

Strips, margins and multiples (ii)

Cut from sheet

with razor

“TROPPAU 1" with
bottom rule

Left margin copy; Left margin copy; fine Perfs all round Top-right-corner copy;
perfs 3 sides perfs at right perfs 2 sides

AT T N A T WY

Bottom rule;
perf 3 sides

5x6 block with remnants of brown paper on back: apparently genuinely used,

Strip of three Right marginal block of 10 Bottom rule; perfs so was for parcel of 300 newspapers!

all round



The 1908 issue
Multiply-franked wrappers

Zeitungsverschleifer packages

These packages had a red address label, and
were sent to a railway station for the Zeitungs-
verschleiler (ie retailer) to collect once the
stamps had been cancelled.

Left: front of a package of two newspapers sent
to Herr Kilinger at the railway station,
Neratovice in Bohemia.

Below: parcel front used to send three copies of
“Die Zeit” (published in Vienna) to Herr
Bettenhausen at Kufstein Station.

Above: Wrapper with two copies of a newspaper, sent from and to Vienna. Pair of stamps, privately
perforated at left and right only. Cancel WIEN 101, possibly Jume 1912.

Below: Wrapper for ten newspapers sent to Halm & Goldmamn’ bookshop, inner Vienna. Cancelled at
10am on 13 April 1910; ’counter letter’ 10d which in 191) was Vienna Head Office. Two strips-of-5,
privately perforated; the wide margins show that they are from tthe top row of the sheet.
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The 1908 issue

Official Address Labels

2. A regular twice-daily publisher, now available on line at https:/ /anno.onb.ac.at/cgi-content/anno?aid=nwg

Address slip, cut from sheet of 2 x 15. These were officially printed [1], hence the
imprint is blue, the same colour as the adhesive stamps. These sheets were only issued
for the 1899 & 1908 issues, in late March 1904 and March 1908 respectively. They are

found on both light buff and less commonly on light green paper.

As for the 1904 issue, the regulations require the light green paper to be used for
newspapers which produced 2 morning and an evening issue. A study of address slips

for the Neues Wiener Tagblatt [2] showed that this was not always adhered to.

© 117-9  Xoues Wisner Yagblatt B;
' Bﬁfﬁxzellmﬁ VOR Schl avVear

' i & Ha&t@'ts*tra.ase
i s Payorbach
: ‘"
144-19 Neues ener Taghi tt Bis Eude Sept#49
‘ Sr. lxao, 10 32 leyer
”
8 _ Paydrbach '

* b N‘.

Miscut stamp sheet, showing the vertical separation of 5mm.

See Postverordnungsblatt 27 of 28 February 1908:
https: / /alex.onb.ac.at/cgi-content/alex-day?aid = ptv&datum=19080303 &seite = 1&zoom=33

Wrappers and sleeves

. //2 ...... I.-"" : ‘:i)z;d;n;oblg;f;l;e}t" "

g:rtn (é’?g/g/ﬂ/ g /M y%ﬂ_l

Letste Poit: W 1

Front of parcel of ten newspapers sent to Herr Hainisch at Stockerau and cancelled
there on 23/9/1916. Strip-of-2 and strip-of-3 above strip-of-5, all privately (and
badly) perforated. The printing on the last line is “Letzte Post:” which means
“Deliver to the nearest office, namely:”.

| : PARDUBICKO-HOLICKO-PRELOUBSKO.

Above: wrapper for two newspapers, sent via Moravany to Mr Shejbal, a shopkeeper in Horni Roven
(near Pardubice in eastern Bohemia) & cancelled there. Top-left-of-block vertical pair with margin rule.
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The 1908 issue

Typical small and large wrappers

Item forwarded to Hungary after delivery — printed-matter-rate applies and
added adhesive required. BUDVAR transit cancel on reverse.

Wrapper with a
thin-paper
adhesive.

To and from

Prague;
cancelled there.

Very large wrapper
(shown folded in
halff with  2h
adhesive on thin
paper and Gh (with
bottom margin rule)
on surfaced paper.
To and from Vienna.
Cancelled 8 Oct
1909. Would have
contained 4 copies.




The 1908 issue. Typical small and (very) large wrappers (ii)

Left: very large envelope sent from
Wiener Neustadt to Popielniki in
Galizien (on the north bank of the
river Czeremosz, which was the inter-
Land boundary) and redirected to
Millie in Bukowina, which is 7km
upstream on the south bank.

The stamp is prvately perforated
11%x11. There is a POPIELNIKI
2/3/10 transit cancel on back.

The envelope is from the Wiener Neustadt firm
of A. Griinwald, who extracted and sold conifer
seed, and grew seedlings. The printed Polish
address  heading *Honourable Management
board of goods and forests'" indicates they must
bave been trading with a number of Forestry
Management  organisations  throughout
Galizien. The envelope contained their quarterly
report and price list, as is printed at bottom lef.
[The Griinwald family flourished in Wiener
Neustadt from the mid-1850s until forced to sell
up in 1938. They fled to France, but were

interned until September 1942 when they were
deported to Auschwitz, and killed)

Newspaper wrappers were often made from sheets of old newspapers.
Items sent to Baden (fop right); Briinn (below left); and Hartberg (below right).




The 1908 issue

Private imprint printing on wrappers: colour change

The newspaper stamp clichés were
again used as value impressions for
private printings; and again in
changed colours: 2h in green
instead of blue, 6h in brownish lilac
instead of orange. Private wrappers
can have several same-value or
different-value impressions.

Left: wrapper sent to Karlsbad and
cancelled there. Two private
imprints of the 2h, so contents
were most probably two copies of
a newspapet.

Imprint on newspaper wrapper sent to Salzburg

Below: wrapper with a private 6h
imprint, for three copies of a
newspaper sent to Dejwitz bei . 3 - :
Prag. This office opened on ' Herrn Alois Ladinser, Bicker. .
20.9.1908, so maybe the item had | Klausen-Tirol
to be handled at nearby Bubentsch, e ' : P e
open since 1854. Both places are
now in Prague district 6.

Twin-imprint: for 2 normal Mixed 2h + 2h + 6h imprint for
newspapers or 1 heavy and bundle of 5 newspapers
infrequent one
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The 1908 issue

Newspaper stamps used as postage stamps

The 1900 reduced-rate scheme for catalogues, subscription reminders etc temained in use until the
general rates rise of October 1, 1916. It operated with both adhesives and imprints.

el it N e e S

| e _'gpsmmm&n' FUR FEINSTE uenet_miscuz _
~ JULIUS EMMER, WIEN VI, MARIAHILFERSTRASSE 87.

Sz. Hodvvohlgeboren

wien ¥,




The stamps

The 1916 issue (valid from 10.1916 to 31.10.1920)

=

< HH.IS_[R_I.I:(H_[-H, 0

This strip of three 2h, in the darker
shade, has part-way vertical razor
cuts between the stamps to aid
separation.

Oddities:

Typical wrapper with private imprint and address label

=

perforated!

Top marginal

adjacent stamp

Private printing Privately-
— on the back of a map! stamp showing perforated
plate-number bottom
cut in rule and a matginal
fragment of the stamp

Multiple frankings

The newspaper stamp issue of 1916 was produced mainly to raise funds for the war. It used a new drawing by Dr Rudolf Junk, which features a long inscription “KAISERLICH KONIGLICHE

OSTERREICHISCHE POST” (Imperial Royal Austrian Post) around the Mercury head. The rates remained the same, but five values were issued: 2 heller brown, 4h green, 6h blue, 10h orange, and 30h
maroon. Valid till 31 Oct 1920. Private printings occur; the 2h stamp is red instead of brown.

.....

Alired Haag, Faktor

Wien, XIIL
AuhoistraBe 238.

e ada ——

Wrapper with bottom margin adhesive, privately (and badly) perforated



The 1916 issue
Wrappers with adhesives

RAISERLICHEKRA

Wrapper with a 4 heller and a 10 heller adhesive, which contained seven newspapers as shown by the blue 7.
From Vienna to a reseller at Mattsee. Posted 11 July 1918

Wrapper with 6 heller and 10 heller adhesives, containing eight newspapers as shown by the blue 8.
From Vienna to the same reseller at Mattsee. Posted 22 August 1918.

Copy of “Die Postmarke”, the predecessot to “Die Briefmarke”, edited by Edwin Miiller and published by the O.T.V.
which is the Offizieres Tauch Verein (Army Officers’ stamp exchange club). It was sent to K Fried] at Wollzeile 8 in
central Vienna. The wrapper is an unused sheet from a railway timetable! The stamp, unusually, has a pen cancel.

Newspaper sleeve sent to Holicka, part of Olomouc, arriving on 12.3.1918.



The 1916 issue

Wrappers (ii) The Meran Emergency Post, 1918

The Meran Emergency Post, 1918

Wrapper for seven copies of a newspaper sent from Vienna to Bohemia; cancelled in Vienna on 16 Jan 1919. As the Austrian Empire disintegrated at the end of WWI, the Italians occupied the Std-

The stamps were valid until 31 Oct 1920 Tirol town of Meran/Merano in November 1918. The Chamber of Commerce in Meran
set up a temporary local post in Vinschgau, the main valley running westwards from
Meran. Normally-franked mail arriving in Meran received an additional stamp to cover
the cost of the local delivery. Correctly-used specimens are rare.

This example is the black-on-red 2h local newspaper postage stamp, issued on 25
November 1918 and replaced by a different design on 30 November - so in use for only
5 days. The 2h 1916-issue Austrian newspaper stamp covered the carriage to Meran. The
newspaper is addressed to Naturns, about 15 km west of Meran; both stamps are
cancelled with a straight-line NATURNS cancel on arrival, following normal Austrian
practice.

Wrapper for a philatelic newspaper posted from Vienna to Bern in Switzerland. Franked with 2 heller
1916 newspaper postage stamp (which was only valid for inland mail) and 3 heller Deutschosterreich
postage stamp, making up 5 heller which is the foreign printed matter rate. Cancelled on arrival at Bern
on 22 Feb 1919, the invalidity of the 2h being ignored.

[See ANK Spesialkatalog 2022/ 2023, page 539 7.3



The 1916 issue

Privately-printed Addressbogen labels

Two wrappers (folded) from the Neues Wiener Tagblatt to subscribers at fieldpost addresses. Franked with
2h ‘1916’ imprint on a label from a privately-printed Addressbogen sheet. These sheets had the same format
as the officially-printed sheets, with 2 columns of 15 imprinted stamps, except that the imprint was in a
different colour. Once addressed they were cut up into labels which were stuck on to the wrappers. The

expiry date is added to the Neues Wiener Tagblatt to inform the recipient when his subscription ran out
without the expense of a separate letter!

o

Wrappers with imprints

Sent to Protiwin in Bohemia; cancelled there, with 2h private imprint.
The initials at bottom left are k. k. St B. = kaiserlich kéninglich Staats Bahn.

hl bc.ronl Herrn
Hochwohlgeb b b 1:_!1&’

0.d

To Feldpost 259 which was attached to a headquarters unit near Wiadimir-Wolynski, then in
Poland, now Volodymyr in Ukraine; and cancelled there. The recipient is a junior commissioned
officer in a tunnel-digging unit in a reserve formation, so is probably on his way to the front lines.
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The 1916 issue

Large wrappers with imprints and adhesives

A large wrapper (here folded) to Herr Fihnrich Eugen Hasek, 4" Komp, Feldjigerbaon
6 at FPA 388/IL. In 1917-18, this FPA operated in the 2™ Army area in the south-east
of Austria-Hungary. [A Fihnrich was an officer cadet, but in wartime acted as if a
commissioned officet.]

Franked with 2h 1916 imprint on a label from a privately-printed Addressbogen sheet.
An added 6h adhesive bringing the franking up to 8h means this wrapper contained
4 newspapers.

A very large wrapper from Strefleurs l\ﬁ]itéirblarﬂlin Vienna to Herr Hasek, Feldjigerbaon 6 at Kolosvar in Hungary (and
onwards to FPA297). Franked with 2h ‘1916’ imprint and a 6h (with a top marginal bar) and 2h adhesives. Wrapper torn
in several places including just to right of the stamps, perhaps when redirecting, and repaired by internally-glued thick
wrinkled paper. Note how the tail of the 2’ of FPA297 continues over the repair, which must have been done first.
Enthusiastically opened up the middle of the address side. Kolosvar arrival cancel unclear, but receipt noted by Hasek
in pencil (top right corner) as 19/10/1917. Must have contained 5 newspapers.
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The 1919 “Deutschésterreich” overprints (valid from 1.1919 to 31.10.1920)

AnlGLICHE- OSTES MICLICHEDST >,

Kr SERUCHEK

NICLICHE

C'RISERLICHEK

MIGLEREOSTT~

- RISERLICHER

Post-war rate rises

On 12 November 1918 the war ended and the Republic of Deutsch-Osterreich was proclaimed; the weight-
independent newspaper rate of 2h introduced on 1 Jan 1900 remained unchanged up to 30 June 1920. Inflation hit the
newspaper post just as for everything else; however, the changes in postage rates made to cope with it were at different
dates from the changes in the ‘ordinary’ post.

From 1 July 1920 a fundamental change was introduced. Newspapers that issued 2 or more issues on 1 or more days
per week had to pay in cash an amount calculated on the total annual weight. Only less-frequent publications
continued to use adhesive newspaper stamps. The rates for these were 6h up to 25 grams; over 25 grams 10h per 50
grams or part thereof; 50% extra if sent as a roll.

Inexorably, the rates rose (and rolls cost twice as much as flats): on 1 April 1921 to 9h, 15h, 30h; on 1 Oct 1921 to
18h, 30h, 60h; and on 1 Jan 1922 to 45h, 75h, 150h. From 1 March 1922, all newspaper stamps were invalidated and
all postage was paid in cash.

After the end of WWI, Austria emerged as a battered residue convinced that its only hope of survival was by union with Germany. From December 1918 the five 1916 newspaper stamps were issued overprinted
“Deutschosterreich” (“German-Austria”), to publicise the Austrian desire to unite with Germany despite the vehement objections of France and the discouragement of Germany. They were valid till 31 Oct 1920. In
other successor states of the Empire, the Austrian stamps were suitably overprinted and used until replacements could be produced. Post-wat inflation hit the newspaper post just as for everything else. However, the
changes made to cope with it were at different dates from the changes in the ‘ordinary post’. From 1 March 1922, newspaper postage stamps were withdrawn, and publishers had to pay in cash when posting.

Trial overprint

When the Deutschosterreich overprints were commissioned, trials were done to compare a horizontal and a
diagonal overprint. The horizontal although easier to print was much less visible, so the diagonal was chosen.
This is a trial print of the horizontal, and it’s evident how difficult to see, and how much smaller (19mm long
compared with 25mm) the rejected design is.

©
Oddities and perforations

Cracked Printed on 11.5 x irreg perfs 11-12 perfs
P— é pink paper
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The 1919 “Deutschosterreich” overprints
Printing sheet details

-
L]

l
e

QMGLICHED 17

SISO THISTHI
150d-IH)SIH

» Jk:ql ..'
» M -,
NICLICHEOSTE WICHCHED : D AL s ; e
& : 5 0 N[ . ; ; :
S &) o) 3.1, o 23 < ) QRICLICHEOSTE
5 — = -
= T bt

1504 THISIHY
KRISERLICHE K

1504 THISIn
L1SO4-THISTH ., =~ 1§

The upper and lower printing panes in the forme were assembled slightly differently, and can be distinguished by the stamp-to-margin-rule separation (which is the

same for all denominations). All upper panes have a 7mm gap between stamp and margin rules; lower panes have an 11mm gap

This is the top three rows of a complete sheet.

“A” indicates the position of the ink dot made by the paper-
locating pin in the printing press.

“B” marks a scratched roman III, applied to the third pane of
the printing forme. As is normal, the marginal rule bar does not
reach the edges, although it lines up with the actual stamp
impressions.

2]

MIGLICHED S'IEJ_?'=|

ARISERLICHEH

=
©
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=
X

<KAISERLICHE K

‘Q“.\IE.HI.'.HE_ 0S
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Upper pane. The arrow points at a locating-pin mark.

Lower pane. This is the scarce blue-black colour.

Upper pane.




The 1919 “Deutschésterreich” overprints

The stamps on wrappers and covers

Newspaper wrapper, sent to Vienna. Cancelled 16 July 1919.
The 16 heller franking is the rate for 8 newspapers irrespective of their weight.
Frankings with different-denomination stamps are rare.

Piece of unused invoice, used to wrap an insurance newspaper sent to Vienna.
Another similar, with a rare 30h + 6h franking,
The only rate matching the franking of 36 heller is 18 newspapers in late 1919.
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The 1920 “Renner” issue (valid from 1920/21 to 28.2.1922)

When the postage rates increased on 15 January 1920, newspaper stamps in new values were required and a new design was chosen. The “Renner issue” was named after the designer | F Renner, not the politician
Karl. It showed Mercury full-face surmounted with “Deutschdsterreich”. As inflation bit, new values were issued up to 3Kr, and the series finally included 19 values. They were never all simultaneously available,
since the low values were withdrawn or exhausted. Valid till 28 February 1922.

»vmmﬂ‘-mm fo'"

The stamps

The printing was on ordinary, white paper; seven values were also printed on a thick, grey paper.

Various values of this issue were also used for private impressions, which were specifically - ""Lnu o :m!'fli"
| I e 1oy oy

announced in the Postal Ordinances.

.g\\_ifl."f“

chl.‘lf[‘[,. .1

Ay A

I:::‘?\‘LE._F (J"
=AY

gy

“3nitungsmareoe! gaoliungsmarept

SEpitunmsmoree}

Bottom left Bottom right Bottom right

=3olungs nef! "’1DiIUI1r{alllnliL“

i ShDjtoy, | ehojtey,,
| S | PPy
1 = '
= ] ) lll?llu.
B”u”u"iﬂ]nfﬂ.‘” l | "'»I.‘HliilfHIm[H."'

Wapingsmaeeoy uaoinmmsmaree! Sk WADItungsm Top right Bottom right; Top right Top right
perf 11.5 plate-2 mark

These stamps show “needle marks” (the small colouted dots) used for sheet registration when printing.

i tholtee, |
i x"\?im-f’e.:

i Left: plate-4 markings at bottom;

private perf 11.5 not punched
through (possibly made by a sewing-
machine).

i eny;
UFpiungsmarep.

“PA TR Ay e seraras

Right: Extra column of perforations.




The 1920 “Renner” issue

Private perforations

The stamps, both the white- and grey-paper printings, were privately perforated 10, 10'%, 11, 11, 12,
and 12%.. Examples follow; a caption of W10%2 means white paper perf 10%2 while G12 is grey paper
perf 12.

I.l -L‘Ir /) L)

SV
Foghil

e

-

W10

W e R

i «ebftoy,
i Nagns
Y

j i aoitungsmaren!§

Wills

Gl1% Gl2 Gi2

Plate faults

There are many plate faults. Shown here are “clouds” or “spider webs”.

——

At top right To left of left wing To left of helmet To left of helmet

Rate before 1 July 1920

Newspaper wrapper with 2h imprinted stamp.

The rate change of 1 July 1920

After the war, everything that qualified as a newspaper paid the same rate of 2h. This changed on 1 July
1920, when Law 204 of 8 May took effect. Newspapers that published more frequently than once a
week and on more than one day paid their postage in cash according to a complex formula. Less-
frequently published papers continued to use adhesive stamps; the cost per 50 grams was 10h if posted
flat, 15h if rolled. Flats up to 35 grams paid Gh.

Rare mixed franking of
1919 and 1920 issues

Cancel date 3/7/1920.
Rate correct for one
lightweight flat newspaper
at that date.




The 1920 “Renner” issue

The rate change of 1 July 1920 (ii)

10h imprint. Cancel date unreadable; only match is a ‘standard flat’.

Cancel date 7 July 1920. A lightweight flat newspaper.

Left margin strip of two; presumably a ‘standard flat’. Uncancelled.

Cancel date 11 October 1920. Franked 18h, but the pencilled /// may mean “3 copies at 6h
each”, the only rate that makes sense. The wrapper is an unused maternity ward report!
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The 1920 “Renner” issue _
The rate change of 1 JUIy 1920 (iii) The rate Change of 1 Aprll 1921 [The rates became 9/15/ 30h]

., Die Postmai'lta“ _

STHSTUMIGE R
' Wien, Iil. Bezirk, Erdbergstrafie Nr. 9.

44179 Y Rjal

Cancel 21 June 1921. Franking 15h, so for a standard 50-gram flat. [There was never a 7%:h rate,
so this cannot be a 2-copy posting.] The ‘223’ must be his subscription number.

Cancel date is 9
September 1921.
Medium wrapper.
Franked 45h. Must
be three standard
flats at 15h.

= ¥

The newspaper reused as the wrapper was published on 10 March 1921 so the cancel date must be later. The contents 3 M
would have been two standard flat newspapers at 10h each; note the two vertical lines at the bottom — a feature seen
on several wrappers sent to Herr Hasek.




The 1920 “Renner” issue

The rate change of 1 April 1921 (ii)

o

»Die P _
Wien, [l Bezirk, lrdharg!slrasa )
i

(“_\_»:'

TEREDg vl >

i OF c 2R

Cancel must be after 10 March 1921, the date of the wrapping newspaper. The 10h stamp was obsoleted on 1 October

1921. Franked 30h. Most likely usage is 2x15h for two standard flats.

P

Cancelled 11 September 1921. Franked 3 x 15h = 45h so would have
contained 3 ‘standard flats’

T R S Y

Verwaltung der Wiener Stenographen-Zeitung

Wien, 6/>, Mariahilferstrasse 107 (Haydnhof).

Wohlgeboren

Hetrn Floriam S pringecr,

Fachlehrer., £

el L.L G RED B
Post Himternuhl.

N.O.

o ST IR . \, AR IR M T e s e

Latge wrapper; franked 6h & 9h = 15h; cancelled 1/1 WIEN 1 on 26 April 1921.
The 6h was obsoleted on 1 April 1921 when the 9h was introduced, so is an example of “using-up”.
“Post Hinterbuhl” is a typo for Hinterbriihl, to the S W of Vienna.

EIAAEL o
S R R |
igrtuds.

Piece of privately-printed address label sheet with 9h
imprinted stamp cancelled 28 April 1921.
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The 1920 “Renner” issue

The rate change of 1 October 1921
[to 18/30/60h]

The 60h stamp was valid from 1 January 1920 to 28 February 1922. The
wrapper is flimsy, and Hasek usually received 2-4 flat copies. The most likely
match is 2 copies of a ‘standard flat’.

Cancelled in October 1921; franked 18h. Single light-weight flat item.

An enigma wrapped in a mystery

Newspaper wrapper made from a strip of an old newspaper; franked 20 heller; cancel dated 15- or 25-
November 1921. There was no 20h rate at that date. Also, the adhesive, issued on 1 January 1920, had been
withdrawn on 1 October 1921.

What might be happening? Possibilities include (a) franking error un-noticed by Post Office (b) date error on
canceller, Nov 1920 being a valid usage for 2 standard flats at 10h each (c) something else.

The old newspaper is a mixture of adverts and news, and it is possible without damaging it to read: “Sest Janger
Zeit vorbereitete Abreise des Exckaisers aus der Schweiz und jiber die Ankunft in Odenburg machen.” and on the inside a
big-print headline “Angeblicher Vormarsch gegen Budapest. | Die Massnabmen der oesterr. Regierung. | Eine Kundgebung
des Wiener Biirgermeisters.”

[Translated: The old newspaper is a mixture of adverts and news, and it is possible without damaging it to read:
“The ex-Kaiser’s departure from Switzerland, which has been prepared for a long time, and his arrival in Sopron.” and on the
inside a big-print headline “Reported advance towards Budapest. | The measures of the Austrian Government. | An
announcement by the Mayor of Vienna.”]

“Odenburg” (= Sopron) is the key. The article has to be about (ex)Kaiser Karl’s second attempt to regain
Hungary. That was in late October 1921; he arrived in Odenburg on the 20 and in Budapest on the 23". So
this scrap of newspaper must be from the 20-somethingth of October 1921 - and hence a cancel of November
1921 is eminently believable while 1920 is impossible.

And the excess franking? The simplest explanation is that the 20h stamp, still valid although obsoleted, is being
used to pay the rate-since-1st-October of 18h. After all, you've bought the stamp already, and what can you get
in 1921 for 2 heller?



Irregular & extra
column by
sewing-machine?

Paper locating pin Perf 10 through
at bottom left bottom margin

Foreign body in margin

The postal decree of 18 February 1922 withdrew the separate newspaper stamps from 1 March
1922: hence the 1922 issue had an extremely short life.

Kroiss (Ref 5 p232) notes that by 1922, only monthlies were supposed to be franked with
newspaper stamps; that the coming end of all usage of newspaper stamps had alteady been
intimated; and that many values of the previous series, including all the high values, continued
to be valid. Based on his study of what is and is not found, he suspects that only the 45h, 75h,
2.25K & 7.50K Dachauer values were delivered to and used by the newspaper publishers; hence
none of the other values can exist genuinely used.

The 1922 “Dachauer” issue (valid from 1922 to 28.2.1922)

The treaty of St Germain forbade the use of “Deutschésterreich”; and all stamp issues had to be changed. Professotr Dachauer produced a unified design for everything, including the newspaper stamps. The 1920 newspaper
stamps remained valid until sold out, so there are no exact First Days for the 1922 issue - and several values were never actually put into service. There were fewer private perforations than previously. This issue is the last
newspapet postage issue of Austria: quite suddenly, a postal decree of 18 February 1922 withdrew newspaper stamps from 1 March 1922.

45h margin-copy stamp; private perf 10%2 on one side

Uncancelled, but clearly one of the ongoing mailings of Die Postmarke
to Hasek. Obtained at the same time from the same hoard! Probable
arrival date of 13 February 1922 written in pencil at top, as on many
other Hasek items. Franking of 2x75h = 150h, correct for two standard
flats at this date. Most items posted with this stamp were not cancelled.
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The 1922 “Dachauer” issue

Marginal rules

These strips are the bottom rows of selected unused sheets of the 1922 “Dachauer” issue, showing the ink mark around ' (.
the paper locating pin and four of the varied types of marginal rule that are found. 3.

On the right is a piece reversed to show the actual hole made by the pin. = : B

The end of newspaper
post adhesive stamps

tonne)

i

It was announced on 16 February 1922
(Bundesgesetzblatt 91) that from Wednesday
1 March 1922 newspaper post adhesive stamps
were to be withdrawn, with no using-up period. All
payments were to be made in cash. Publishers
could exchange leftover adhesives for letter-post
stamps until the end of March; imprinted wrappers
“could be wused up until further notice”
(Postverordnungsblatt 009 Vf 35).

This item was cancelled 2 March 1922; the same
date pencilled at the top, as for many of the items
addressed to HaSek. Could this be a “last day of
newspaper postage stamps” item? The franking of
45h (= a single lightweight flat) could have been
valid when the item was posted!



