Newspapers and the

Austrian Post

Choosing, ordering, posting, taxing, receiving...

Reimagined from the presentation by Andy Taylor FrpsL
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The Vision:

The rural
letter-
collector
and
the
city
postman.
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The reality!
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Kaiserin Maria
Theresia

and her son
Kaiser Joseph Il.

She died in 1780.
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Hermnltungsgebict des i k. Hundeteminifieriomg

This is the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
So, everything is forbidden

Unless it is permitted;

In which case there will be

An Instruction on how to do it.
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This is the Austro-Hungarian Empire.
So, everything is forbidden.
Unless it ‘2 2rmitted;

L=
In which cauc Siere will be

REPUBLIK OSTERREICH

An Instruction on how to do it.

On February 6, 1890, following agreement with the Royal Hungarian
Ministry of Commerce and the Imperial German Post Office, a formal

instruction was issued on how to pack a live owl to send by Parcel Post...
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On 6 May 1789 Emperor Josef issued an Imperial Decree stating that
newspapers and news-sheets would from 1 July 1789 be liable to a tax.
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April/May 1790 to 1791: newspaper tax now shown by coat-of-arms in circle with letters ZS
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September 1791: newspaper tax abolished - no marking
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Saturday 1 October 1796
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1803: the tax returns

The rates were % kr for inland newspapers smaller than 1 Bogen; 1 kr if 1 Bogen or bigger. Foreign
newspapers paid double these rates. The tax signet design was changed every year up to 1850.

Office Letter (eg “P” = Prag)

Value (eg 2 Kr)

Year, SDr is¢s 3 digits with a line above,
sometime ||

Rum. 133,

R A A S e e i i e
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14 Jan: Austrian Arms & tax

1809 — Napoleon in Vienna
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their signet remains!
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“Specimen Signets”

Several collections exist comprising superbly-printed impressions of the year-dated newspaper signets.
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How to order a
newspaper:

First, read the 62-
page instruction
manual.

Loft-Derordmungsblatt

Verwaltuugsaebict des 1L Sanvelsminifterinmmes,
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Next, consult the
lists of what is
available.

Foreign? Inland?

Did the censors
approve it?

HTINGEN -

PREIS.
JEICHNISS
DER
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Here’s the
foreign list
for 1906.

POST-ZEITUNGSLISTE I

1906

OSTERREICRISCH-UNGARISCHEN MONARCHIE UND IM AUSLANDE

/EITUNGEN vxo ZEITSCHRIFTEN. 3

# / i T
Pl SRR B
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111 h a l ts -Verzeichnis.

Bemerkungen
Tabelle der Versendungsgebfhren . Zeitungen in p) lateinischer Sprache
. @) norwegisc

- ) persischer Sprache . . . .

Zeitungen in o) deutscher SBprache ., . . - a #) polnischer Sprache

¢) portogiesischer Sprache . .

n

" » &) arabischer Sprache .
» %) romanischer Sprache

g g . ¢) armenischer Sprache . . . 20 s
: » ©) ruminischer Sprache . . .

» ) bulgarischer Sprache

[ ]
I ISte d ! « €) dechischer Sprache

F) dinischer Bprache

» w) russischer Sprache , . . .. BOG
= &) rothenischer Sprache . . g U
» ¥) schwedischer Sprache ., , . . | 14
g) englischer Sprache : -
» =) serbischer Bprache

k) finnischer Sprache _ :
» oa) slovakischer Sprache

n

i) franzdsischer Sprache .
k) griechischer Sprache .
I} hebriischer Sprache

n) hollindischer Sprache .

n) italienischer Sprache .

. o) kroatischer Sprache .

n B8) slovenischer Sprache
= ¢c) spanjscher Sprache .
» dd) tlirkischer Sprache ,
» ¢¢) ungarischer Sprache
» f) vlimischer Sprache

» 99) wendischer Sprache




Maybe you
want an inland
newspaper...

There’s only 15
languages to
choose from.

GSTEFFE&]GhiSChE

Post-Zeitungslistel

(Interner Diensi)

’1906

lnlande ==3

Ze:’rungen und Zeﬂschmﬂen,

Bestellung durch Vermittlung der Postimfer erfolgen ka

1?erzeichnisse

Sammelwerke und Geschaftspublikationen,
welche mit Zeifungsfrankomarken versendet werden kénnen.

k. k. Post-Zeitungsamte | in Wien.

pA
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Eee Jeitungs-Amuoeifung o
' in Worlen

R. K. 2olfamt

Poltjeitungsfife I .4

| Jnmafme A i Singahlungstag Wegirhs-Slempel

Poflvormerk

Buy the form; fill it in. There are 8 different language
versions; this is the German-lllyrian-Italian one.

Py



Decide if you want it delivered to your house, or if you
will collect it from your Post Office.

If you choose delivery, negotiate a price with your
postmaster. Later, the charge was centrally fixed at %kr.

From 1880 it was shown as included in your

subscription by an extra green postage stamp.
This only worked if your office was state-owned.

Pay!
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1849: A total reform of the postal
system, including Adhesive
postage Stamps was humbly proposed by

Ritter von Bruck “the most loyal Minister of

Commerce”. The Emperor was graciously pleased to ._

agree, signing the official document. b e 4 ,,) D
s ...:‘--._I:_-}:__ forr il

These proposaly for the reform of the letter e ne ) 2 et
and postal tawiffs receive my a,ppro-vadzﬁ ".: RS A e
Schonbrunwy, September 25, 1849. N

Frovg Joseph

Postage stamps for the letter and carriage mail were
introduced on 1 June 1850.
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And a new uniform to go with the new service!
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Discussions began on posting newspapers,
and the design of special stamps.
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In 1850, the introduction of adhesive postage stamps for newspapers was agreed by the

Ministries on 12 September. They were first used on 1 January 1851.
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ANNALE UNIVERSALI

ElA: COMPILAT! DAL DOTTAOHRT

ANMBALE OMODE] & CARLO—AMPELIO CALDERINI

E CONTENCATI DAL DOTTORE

NOMOLD GRIFFIXNL

VOLUME CLXIIL

Fascicoalo 4 Gonnpjo 1858,

a Bochela per la pubs
e ¢ dell” Indusiria
fi Ulel postali o '.I:1"I

Goatrada i F'.|_'1:j':|_1 nY

MILANO
'i"r'.1::-'-_'.n LA SoCTETA' PER L4 pURE ICAFIONE, MTGLT Axzats Usivengatts
pers Sarxze ¢ ooeen” IsprsTan
. 'a Galleria De-Crisloforis.
1858

MEDIGIN A

Blue Mercury type lllb, horizontal strip of 10
tied to front cover of Annali Universali di
Medecina, volume 163, the Fasciolo (issue)
for January 1858. Published in Milan;
cancelled MILANO 13/2 (7 impressions). Used
to send a bundle of 10 copies.

Not unique - one other is known.
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The CP6CKW AIHEBHWUK, the Serbian Daily for 8
January 1859. Franked with a revalued 1851
adhesive; posted to Temesvar and cancelled
there. Taxed 1kr, shown by signet nr 126
applied in the tax office in Szegedin.

fof. Vi

A CBAUMAr |BUBATH CE WA NpPaBa KHAMECRA M YOPAHHABATH
, KOHME &)|HX'B, ‘11_!}\'"5 8 TaKo pagnuTH No04Ye0, O0AMA & @ OH
“TH Ppasuna |y paspops Cb HBRMA Aomao. Jyro Bpemeda
b 0Aar0eTO- [CAaraAM ¢y Ce H3h BYHA® W H3B CTpaxa 0A%
laus eaMb W |ouH, koM eae Obpemosnke moppararTa. Hamo-
Woioll TovEo |eaBARY W TOTA CTPaxa HacTase H Paspops M8=
i ey ce npo- | vehy Kadsa Adegcasapa W HBLOBR BeANEAIA ysue
asa ! ataan Qf Sobani Wefds, Ibnemeemeifter in
El‘l‘lrrrrbu_‘_
Bt Waurhanfen. £, Dedbere

The Pusterthaler Bothe of 18 May 1860, sent to
Schwertberg / Post Mauthausen. The postage is
paid with a lilac-coloured 1858 adhesive on the
address label. The newspaper tax is paid with a
blue 1858 1kr tax adhesive, cancelled at an

Austrian Fiscal Office.
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In 1853, the first Newspaper Tax adhesive stamp (the 2 kr green) was
introduced on 1 March to pay the tax on foreign newspapers that had not been ordered by

Postal Union subscription.

1853 issue, type la, rather faint, on the lllustrated
London News of 3 June 1854. Cancelled at the Linz
Post Office newspaper section

MARDI 5 SEPTEMBRE 1834,

1853 issue, type la, unusually
intense green, cancelled
KRAKAU 7 September 1854. On
piece of a French newspaper
with a 6cen French tax mark.
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An overview
of the
Newspaper
Postage ,
Stamp _ __
Issues. '

1861 issue issue
21.12.1860-31.5.1864 i 31.8.1869

1916 issue 1919 issue 192 922 issue
10.1916-31.10.1920 1.1919-31.10.1820 20/1- 22-28.2.1922

L
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Extremely rare mixed franking — a pair e
of the 1858 postage stamp issue with o bt
a single of the 1861 issue.

On the original wrapper of the "-;
Forestry Newspaper. S

Megjelen e len Lavonkinl egyszer,

minden hé @lsd napjaiban.

i T en évre pustda 5 ML 0. Elfnrietnl ek cp
2 . rihEaets J-Llll." spnrk enptdbadpind] Selineczon

g menlgulbainek
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1867 postage stamp issue.

Complete counter sheet of 100
stamps as sold to publishers.

The display also shows a mock-up of
the printed sheet, which had four of
these blocks arranged 2x2.
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fprddusganet [l The Zeitungsverschleilier.

Wrapper with thirty-two 2 h newspaper
stamps containing 32 newspapers for
dellvery to the paper-shop at Stanislawow
-Iway station. Cancelled on 20 June 1902
on the Lemberg-Czernowitz Nr 381
Travelling Post Office.
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It’s estimated that two thousand million (2,000,000,000)
copies of the 1867 stamp were made!

It is notorious for colour variations — Ferchenbauer lists 14,
the latest ANK catalogue 33. Why so? The ink is water-
soluble and light-sensitive; the paper contained Fe & Cu.

The primary colourant is “Mauveine”, discovered as a dye
by William Henry Perkin in 1856; he was actually tr_q4, 0
make quinine for treating malarial It seems tcﬂ,{;?a
chemical soup with variable amounts of four related 5-ring
aromatic compounds. Research in 2008 found 8 more!

Further reading:
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-07239-z
35




Signets 1858 - 1900

The inland and
Postal Union
newspaper tax was
reintroduced on 1
January 1858.

Eelegt
Erivit

mr ber Befl rrrmnF:h

Tried 1 Wa Wi

Lt i TR
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wurhd mit ever Waforitht | man o
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1890: 2kr signet introduced in Lemberg, later in Vienna. Multiple signetting of the
top copy of bundles is common. That makes the other copies illegal!

a won
Inllleften

findbbrud verbotm.
] befgaliem

oo v

v frampfs nft gewify niematé

5 i 5 aller
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This paper has a red signet showing that it had a companion morning issue (the
Kuryr) and was thus exempt from tax. The signet has Czech wording (C K NOVIN
KOLEK) as introduced in May 1898 for newspapers “printed in Bohemian”.

B dislu 963, ¥V Wraze, ve {tyriek dne —5 Bwase. vo itvriok dno 91, sk, Mok 1500
abilpdanni mh‘.'ul. » wvithy Ha runni vydind

Po 5. bodtab odpol aveberadllst Prafskdin 1), Lurfr
dedplicl e

REDAKCE -1 A St LI

a ADMINISTRACE U o bax dond ol 1
Juou Ao mislo # i L 140
¥ JadHiskd nlics i "l il shian v ius jeilina

8. U nové {proti hlavnl poits). il ¥ydinl pre venksv

ne L] R WL

o e a ol

Bials talnfonn aEai,
Jeduollivi dals v Prazoxa 3 kr, pnEragslkkého s uryrad,

[ R s SaE ]

j 9] pPinsés zafrizeni
Ja" Stoupa 1l Kemeetft, Rostnskych o siaiebuh pokeid | prodstl
v PRAZE, i \A]

wasnes wnss s w, fIl - HYNEK GOTTWALD v PRAZE,

doporutuje evd) 1L Na Piikopé ,u élplnk!'.'l“
¢ Biiidhové bobores, shslony, Il-nn& pod mohy, Iami Leds,

na’bytek ' h rahgie, viddky ns --:iy m::rlfi::i-:“i: sslesmé postol
z ohybaného

velies vkusny

tanliv) @ elogani, dreva H g
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NEWSPAPER TAX WAS
ABOLISHED ON 1 Jan 1900

Austria moved to Gold Standard currency
in the 1890s, and the new currency of “1
Krone of 100 heller” was introduced to
the Postal Service on 1 January 1900.

What to do about the newspaper tax?

Boldly going where none had gone
before, it was ABOLISHED!

Saljrgang 1599,

NeidysgeleBblatt

fir Die

tm Reidsralhe vertretenen Ronioreide und Pander.

CTX. Giiick. Ausgegeben und vecfendet am 31 Becember 1890

261,
Gefeh vom 27. Decomber 1899,
beiveffend bie Unfhebunp ved Jeitungd. und
Halenberfiempels.

Wit Hujiemotg  beiber Plunfer bed Melds-
rathed finbe ) nmgeorbmem,

Tram 3aleph m. .
Pikittel m. p Fortafd w. p
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The 1899 Newspaper Post Issue

With the introduction of the “1 Krone of 100
Heller” currency, new newspaper post stamps
were issued on 20 December 1899.

1901-1905: slanting varnish stripes:
prevention of reuse.

Wrappers printed to private order have the
stamp printed in a washed-out light green
instead of blue.
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The Jugendstil 1908 issue, valid from mid-1908 to end 1916.

Chalky paper Thin, hard paper Dull paper

FFETETIFE PP TR ERIR AT ST TP

fospodafsicéd

Namdm Normy.

DR s 2 e w £ 1
C i O

(TR O HTT

P mpatupracevisi

. V. Chmelai,

wpdiestel _Coir beap. Inkbonsg I|=-| IEluabr alenmika®
& Enimuidds Il. LT

an Rusmgm pr Hirw) Stetlenae. (Gocl y),

Clsln 7. — Hobtwil V1T

[T TR 5 VrumiEnl wwnely w1 o9 B

I:
|
{

Phodplasi eei
Vehirstaf & ol phllpiae & al.

Watiigher o wost vwmf] (nimmily peiliall s sn msj
Naklammes o7 sl

o p—

Adminisiraee & vapediee v Minde loTeslav]
Fulialm, llnhaw o edalaiem ¥ P Baledey,
T e PR R PR T PTET R D C T TST B

'\"iﬁi}-.i:d-f-— JEEE B S EE B S Edwd ap By

i
'._Imfrf- Fad= sy
. S




1916 - new Kaiser, new designs

Unusual coloured copy of the
Postverordnungsblatt informing the
Postal Staff of the introduction of a
new design of Newspaper Post
stamps - no change in the face
values.

400

{loft- wnd Teleqeaphen-Nevordnungsblott e, 79,

Wien, ven 24, Beptember 1916,

Devordnungen.

Pr. 82. Busgabe nener Poffeeciieidien. *)

Wit 1, OHober 1916 werben nene Briefmarfen, Lortomarlen, Jeitungdmarfen, Pojtlarten,
fartenbricie, Hobrpojtlarten und Mobrpoftacienbriefe ausqegeben und auperbem Eilmarfen nen
eingefiibrt

Diefe Pollwertyeichen mwerben in folgenben Merten auigelegt:

R imarten 3 5, 6 ) 120 15 20, 25 30, 40, 50, 60, 80 unb 90 Hellern,
jmatfen zu -3, 5, 6, 10, 12 15 20, 25 30, H), &0, - B
" Pl ¢
2, Pl Sronen
'{5% tomatrtfen gu 65, 10, 15, 20, 2b, 30, 40, 50 wvellern, 1, 5 unb 10 Mronen,
e g cmarfen ju 2, 4 6, 10 und 30 Hellern.

o deitungsmarfen find in Budiprud  auf weipem  Papie i Tolgenben  Farben

[yer i jellt

ol Werte habenw, bon ber Betragsiffer abaefehen, bnd gleidie quabdbvatijdie Warfeubils von

il I|_"I'l""




The 1919 “Deutschosterreich” overprints (valid from 1.1919 to 31.10.1920)

dpiclienE DRty -

\" 4

o g 2
= ﬁi
= T E

From December 1918 the five 1916‘ newspaper stamps were issued
overprinted “Deutschosterreich” (”Gerﬂ Z-Austria”), to publicise the Austrian

o
desire for German unity. S

When the Deutschdsterreich  overprints  were
commissioned, trials were done to compare a horizontal
and a diagonal overprint. The horizontal although easier §
to print was much less visible, so the diagonal was -
chosen.
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Post-war inflation — a trap for the unwary

1st: 12 Nov 1918 to 30 June 1920 2h, 2h, 2h
2nd: 1 July 1920 to 31 Mar 1921 6h, 10h, 15h
3rd: 1 April 1921 to 30 Sept 1921 9h, 15h, 30h

4th:; 1 Oct 1921 to 31 Dec 1921 18h, 30h, 60h
5th: 1 Jan 1922 to 28 Feb 1922 4’-_-, 45h, 75h, 150h

%Q:

** From 1 July 1920 there were three basic inland newspaper rates:
an up-to-35-gram newspaper posted flat; a heavier paper posted flat

charged per 50 grams; and a heavier paper posted in a roll charged
per 50 grams.
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The 1920 “Renner” issue and the 1922 “Dachauer” issue — both named after their designers.

From Wednesday 1 March 1922,
newspaper postage stamps were
withdrawn; payment had to be made
in cash.
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The end!
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