
Choosing, ordering, posting, taxing, receiving… 

Reimagined from the presentation by Andy Taylor FRPSL
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The Vision:

The rural 
letter-

collector 
and
the
city

postman.
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The reality!
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1996 block
issue for 
Austria’s

millennium
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Kaiserin Maria 
Theresia
and her son
Kaiser Joseph II.

She died in 1780. 
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An Instruction on how to do it.

This is the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

So, everything is forbidden

Unless it is permitted; 

In which case there will be 
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This is the Austro-Hungarian Empire. 

So, everything is forbidden. 

Unless it is permitted; 

In which case there will be 

An Instruction on how to do it.

On February 6, 1890, following agreement with the Royal Hungarian

Ministry of Commerce and the Imperial German Post Office, a formal

instruction was issued on how to pack a live owl to send by Parcel Post…
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On 6 May 1789 Emperor Josef issued an Imperial Decree stating that
newspapers and news-sheets would from 1 July 1789 be liable to a tax.

22 December 1789 17 April 1790 13 April 1790
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A Bogen
was

474mm 
x 

369mm

How 
big 
is 

this?
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This 
big!
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5 October 1790 9 April 1791

April/May 1790 to 1791: newspaper tax now shown by coat-of-arms in circle with letters ZS

11



Saturday 1 October 1796

September 1791: newspaper tax abolished - no marking
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1803: the tax returns
The rates were ½ kr for inland newspapers smaller than 1 Bogen; 1 kr if 1 Bogen or bigger. Foreign
newspapers paid double these rates. The tax signet design was changed every year up to 1850.
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14 Jan: Austrian Arms & tax  ¦ 8 Aug: no arms or tax ¦ 23 Sep French tax ¦ 21 Oct French gone, 
their signet remains!

1809 – Napoleon in Vienna
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“Specimen Signets”

Several collections exist comprising superbly-printed impressions of the year-dated newspaper signets.

15



16



How to order a 
newspaper:

First, read the 62-
page instruction 
manual.
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Next, consult the 
lists of what is 
available.

Foreign?   Inland?

Did the censors 
approve it?
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Here’s the 
foreign list 
for 1906.
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There are 33 
languages 
listed!
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Maybe you 
want an inland 
newspaper…

There’s only 15 
languages to 
choose from.
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Buy the form; fill it in. There are 8 different language 
versions; this is the German-Illyrian-Italian one.  
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Decide if you want it delivered to your house, or if you 
will collect it from your Post Office.

If you choose delivery, negotiate a price with your 
postmaster. Later, the charge was centrally fixed at ½kr.

From 1880 it was shown as included in your 
subscription by an extra green postage stamp. 
This only worked if your office was state-owned.

Pay!
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These proposals for the reform of the letter 

and postal  tariffs receive my approval.

Schönbrunn, September 25, 1849.

Franz Joseph 

1849: A total reform of the postal 
system, including Adhesive 
postage stamps was humbly proposed by 

Ritter von Bruck “the most loyal Minister of 
Commerce”. The Emperor was graciously pleased to 
agree, signing the official document.

Postage stamps for the letter and carriage mail were 
introduced on 1 June 1850.
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And a new uniform to go with the new service!
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Discussions began on posting newspapers,
and the design of special stamps.
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In 1850, the introduction of adhesive postage stamps for newspapers was agreed by the

Ministries on 12 September. They were first used on 1 January 1851.

27



Blue Mercury type IIIb, horizontal strip of 10 
tied to front cover of Annali Universali di 
Medecina, volume 163, the Fasciolo (issue) 
for January 1858. Published in Milan; 
cancelled MILANO 13/2 (7 impressions). Used 
to send a bundle of 10 copies. 

Not unique - one other is known.
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The Pusterthaler Bothe of 18 May 1860, sent to
Schwertberg / Post Mauthausen. The postage is
paid with a lilac-coloured 1858 adhesive on the
address label. The newspaper tax is paid with a
blue 1858 1kr tax adhesive, cancelled at an
Austrian Fiscal Office.

The CPБCКИ ДΗЕΒΗИК, the Serbian Daily for 8
January 1859. Franked with a revalued 1851
adhesive; posted to Temesvar and cancelled
there. Taxed 1kr, shown by signet nr 126
applied in the tax office in Szegedin.
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In 1853, the first Newspaper Tax adhesive stamp (the 2 kr green) was

introduced on 1 March to pay the tax on foreign newspapers that had not been ordered by
Postal Union subscription.

1853 issue, type Ia, rather faint, on the Illustrated 
London News of 3 June 1854. Cancelled at the Linz 

Post Office newspaper section

1853 issue, type Ia, unusually 
intense green, cancelled 
KRAKAU 7 September 1854. On 
piece of a French newspaper 
with a 6cen French tax mark.
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An overview 
of  the 
Newspaper 
Postage 
Stamp 
issues.
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Extremely rare mixed franking – a pair 
of the 1858 postage stamp issue with 
a single of the 1861 issue. 

On the original wrapper of the 
Forestry Newspaper.
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1867 postage stamp issue.

Complete counter sheet of 100
stamps as sold to publishers.

The display also shows a mock-up of
the printed sheet, which had four of
these blocks arranged 2x2.
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The Zeitungsverschleißer.

Wrapper with thirty-two 2 h newspaper 
stamps containing 32 newspapers for 
delivery to the paper-shop at Stanislawów
railway station. Cancelled on 20 June 1902 
on the Lemberg-Czernowitz Nr 381 
Travelling Post Office..
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It’s estimated that two thousand million (2,000,000,000)
copies of the 1867 stamp were made!

It is notorious for colour variations – Ferchenbauer lists 14,
the latest ANK catalogue 33. Why so? The ink is water-
soluble and light-sensitive; the paper contained Fe & Cu.

The primary colourant is “Mauveine”, discovered as a dye
by William Henry Perkin in 1856; he was actually trying to
make quinine for treating malaria! It seems to be a
chemical soup with variable amounts of four related 5-ring
aromatic compounds. Research in 2008 found 8 more!

Further reading:
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41598-017-07239-z
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Note the new design of signet. Each is numbered.

The inland and 
Postal Union 
newspaper tax was 
reintroduced on 1 
January 1858.

Signets 1858 - 1900
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1890: 2kr signet introduced in Lemberg, later in Vienna. Multiple signetting of the 
top copy of bundles is common. That makes the other copies illegal!
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This paper has a red signet showing that it had a companion morning issue (the
Kuryr) and was thus exempt from tax. The signet has Czech wording (C K NOVIN
KOLEK) as introduced in May 1898 for newspapers “printed in Bohemian”.
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Austria moved to Gold Standard currency 
in the 1890s, and the new currency of “1 
Krone of 100 heller” was introduced to 
the Postal Service on 1 January 1900.

What to do about the newspaper tax?

Boldly going where none had gone 
before, it was ABOLISHED! 

NEWSPAPER TAX WAS 
ABOLISHED  ON 1 Jan 1900
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The 1899 Newspaper Post Issue

With the introduction of the “1 Krone of 100 
Heller” currency, new newspaper post stamps 
were issued on 20 December 1899.

1901-1905: slanting varnish stripes: 
prevention of reuse.

Wrappers printed to private order have the 
stamp printed in a washed-out light green 
instead of blue.
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The Jugendstil 1908 issue, valid from mid-1908 to end 1916.
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1916 - new Kaiser, new designs

Unusual coloured copy of the
Postverordnungsblatt informing the
Postal Staff of the introduction of a
new design of Newspaper Post
stamps - no change in the face
values.
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The 1919 “Deutschösterreich” overprints (valid from 1.1919 to 31.10.1920)

From December 1918 the five 1916 newspaper stamps were issued
overprinted “Deutschösterreich” (“German-Austria”), to publicise the Austrian
desire for German unity.

When the Deutschösterreich overprints were
commissioned, trials were done to compare a horizontal
and a diagonal overprint. The horizontal although easier
to print was much less visible, so the diagonal was
chosen.
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Post-war inflation – a trap for the unwary

1st: 12 Nov 1918 to 30 June 1920 2h, 2h, 2h

2nd: 1 July 1920 to 31 Mar 1921 6h, 10h, 15h

3rd: 1 April 1921 to 30 Sept 1921 9h, 15h, 30h

4th: 1 Oct 1921 to 31 Dec 1921 18h, 30h, 60h

5th: 1 Jan 1922 to 28 Feb 1922 45h, 75h, 150h

** From 1 July 1920 there were three basic inland newspaper rates:
an up-to-35-gram newspaper posted flat; a heavier paper posted flat
charged per 50 grams; and a heavier paper posted in a roll charged
per 50 grams.
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The 1920 “Renner” issue and the 1922 “Dachauer” issue – both named after their designers.

From Wednesday 1 March 1922, 
newspaper postage stamps were 
withdrawn; payment had to be made 
in cash.
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The end!
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