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SYNOPSIS

Thecomplex 113iyear history of taxes on newspapers in Austria is closely tied to the political events df the 18
and19" centuries in Austria and the rest of Europe. Maria Theresia died on 29 November 1780, and her son Jo
Il hastened to introduce all maer of reforms (which, incidentally, led to Mozart being buried in an unmarked
grave), but was continually frustrated by fikeaw of Unintended Consequenoesd ultimately by his death in
1790. Josef announced a tax on all newspapers and pamphlets,ryhélished in Austria or imported from
abroad; the official justification wao raise funds for educationJosef died on 20 February 1790 and was
followed by his younger brother Leopold Il, who in turn died on 1 March 1792 and was succeeded by his sc
Franz Il (from 1804 Kaiser Franz | of Austria after the abolition of the Holy Roman Empire). As the successiol
progressed the urge to change reduced! Payment of the tax was at first shown by an inggested-rom

1853 an adhesive tax stamp was intrwet; from then until abolition of the tax on 1 January 1900 the usage of
signets and stamps overlapped.

On 6 May 1789 an Allerhdchste Entschliel3ung was issued which statédeftangen und Tagblat@would

from 1July 1789 be liable to a tax of kéeuzer CM (= Conventions Miinze) afil@roschiiren 1 kr CM per sheet
(Bogen); the payment was to be indicatedithe same Signet for all with the Austrian Arms but no indication
of value or currenay. This was followed on 11 May by a more detailed Gesetz prescribing what was taxable (e
all newspapers and pamphlets, whether published in Austria or imported from Hungary or abroad) and what w
not (eg bound books); the interaction with the Censorsegponsibilities of various people; and the considerable
penalties (eg fines of 30 times the mistake) for-compliance.

Domestic publishers had to take their printed newspapers and brochures to the finance office for signetting w
a hand stamp. Accations of dtax on knowledgeandfinterference with Press freedorted to more and more
exemptions; for example on J2ly 1789 scientific journals were exempted, or-2Bruary 1790 follsongs, in
September 1791 original newspapers. By 1792, the taefiedively abolished

Leopold Il left newspaper tax in abeyance, although censorship was reintroduced on 11 Septenamer M0
article in or from a foreign journ&leemed to spread dangerous new ide@as suppressed. His successor Franz
[1/1, finding himself embroiled in more wars and short of money, reintroduced the newspamed td3anuary
1803at the rate of Yr for all inland newspapers under one shé@Bb@erd) and1 kr for larger inland papers;
foreign papers paid double these rates. Asrbepayment of the tax was shown by a black signet, now with a
different frame design each year.

Napoleon

Napol eon6és army entered Vienna on 13 May 18009, r
concerned withax-raising so Napoleorsimply introduced his own oval signétrom 25 October, the Austrian
Eagle appeared and disappeared seemingly at random, and the tax signet is sometimes %z in an oval, somet
1in an oval, and sometimes 1 in an octagaml5March1811, the taxwasraised tdl kr / 2 kr for inland papers
under/from 1 sheeg kr / 3kr for foreign papers.

In 1840 br some reason, the design of the signets was akensil 23 March thel kr and2 kr were identical
apart from the value and tf8kr was quite differentfrom 24 March all three were changed to be similar in
concept but different in detail. This may be connected with the introduction by Kaiser Ferdinand | ofaxnew
Law which was dated 2January and is 86 foolscap sides long! It states that its prosisome into effect on 1
November 1840, but it does not appear to mention the taxation of newspapers. HowevBgptesiber 1840
issue otthe Wiener Zeitung contairid/z sides on the subject.

Revolutions in 1848
The revolutionary events of 184850 lal to a temporary suspension of the tax on domestic newspapers.

The GermarAustrian Postal Union came into effect on 1 July 1850; newspapers could now be ordéreel tax
from signatory countries by advance subscription at a Post Officean additionapayment of2 kr per copy
per day, payable monthly in advance, the subscfibedr paper was delivered to

From 1 November 1858 tax of 2kr was applied to privatelymported newspapensith a political content
shownby anewdesignof signet The first Newspaper Tax adhesive stamp @te green) wador paying the

tax on foreign newspapers not ordered by Postal Union subscription; these typically arrived in a Kreuzband
wrapper, or were brought in isavellers.The use of th@ kr signets ceased onNovemberl854

Vv
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A Currency Treaty between many European countveessigned in Vienna on 24 Janu&a857 andatified by
Austria on 30 April 1857. Under this, Austitdungary was to change and decimalite currency from
Conventionsmiinze (Gulden divided into 60 kreuzer) to Osterreichischer Wahrung (1 Gulden divided into 100
Neukreuzer). The formal change was on 1 November 1858.

On 23 October 1857he tax wageintroduced with effect from Januaryl858§ it applied toinland newspapers

if they appearedidaily or at least once each wesdnd contained qualifying material (eg political news). It was
charged on the main page of each copy at the rdt&rotf on any day no main part was issued but a sipeht

was, that was taxed instead! The tax had to be paid with a signet before the item was printed; the printer had to
bring the blank paper to the Office for the signet to be stamped on each sheet, and the newspaper had to be printed
such thafithe signeappears on the first of the pages which are liable to.tax

On 14 November the Finance Ministry explained in considerable detail how the Imperial Will was to be carried
out. From 1 Jan 1858, an inland newspaper was to receive one BLACK signet oflasignvon the first page

of the main part; the supplements (including those issued on days when no main sheet appeared) were to have
RED signets. BLUE signets were for Extra Editions

A 4 kr brown adhesive stamp was issued for foreign papers, valid fidowvdmber 1858. The value of the signet
used on inland and Postal Union papers was redefingdkraBBecause of the urgency, the clichés of the 4
were reused for the production of the blue 1 kreuzer vatlne horizontal bar of the figure 4 was rema\sy
hand from each cliché, transforming it into a 1. This provisional is céllgge 10 in the literature. This
provisional issue was quite soon replaced by a 1 kreuzer stamp made from a newlctrdiffers fromthe
old one mainly by the completetdenment of the ribbon from the beak of the-leihd eagle. It is call&ilype
[10in the literature

Later changes

In 1877 the design of thedhesivestamp, while retaining the same colours for both values, underwent a slight
change, whose most promindéeatures show a larger centre shield and a smaller crown.

In 1885 the last signet design was isswstmbwng a double eagle in a double circle, with no value or date.

In 1887,a modified doublecircle signet worti2 kr was introducedpecifically for use in Lemberg on those
foreign papers taxable akr per copy.

On 25 May 1890, aew 25kr adhesiveand a changed design of th&r and2 kr adhesivesvereannounced
In 189Q the use of th@ kr signetwasextended to the Central Stping Office in Vienna from 1 June.

A Czech language version of tHekr doublecircle signet was introduced in late May 188@r use on
newspapers printed in the Bohemian languagé has fic. K. NOVIN KOLEKO instead offiK.K. ZEITUNGS
STEMPELO. This Czeb signet is somewhat rare

Oddities

Sometimes a newspaper is found with a foreign tax signet, and in addition an Austrian tax adhesive or signet.
This is a paper printed abroad and taxed there; then imported into Austria and taxed again!

Sometimes a newspar is found with both a newspaper tax adhesive or signet and a revenue tax adhesive or
imprint sometimes accompanied by a control stamp. These are noissaibd newspapers which were later
lodged as an exhibit in a court case, for which a fee was gayabl

From1 Novemberl858 to 31 Deemberl899, Tax Signets can be found cancelling Newspaper Tax adhesives.
Used thus, they have no intrinsic value

Another interesting aspect is thipseudemixed franking® resulting from a newspaper tax adhesive or signet
appearing on a paper posted from abroad which has been franked by the appropriate (foreign or inland) postage
or newspaper stamp, sometimes even overlapping the latter.

Extremely rarely, the wrong signistfound applied to a newspaper; less uncommon is a revenue adhesive.
Abolition

The newspaper tax was abolished from 1 January 1p08sibly the easiest way of avoiding the complications
of the currency change from silvbased to gold

VI
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1THE AUSTRI AN NEWSPAP

by Andy TaylorrFrpsL
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1.1 Introduction

The complex 114ear history of taxes on newspapers in Austiias(closely tied to the political events of the
18" and 19" centuries in Austria and the rest of Europe. Maria Theresia died on 29 November 1786h Her s
Kaiser Josef Il wanted to introduce all manner of reforms, but was continually frustrated fyatheof
Unintended Consequenceand ultimately by his death in 1790. In May 1789, Josef announced a tax effective 1
July on all newspapers and pamphletbetier published in Austria or imported from abroad; the official
justification wasfito raise funds for educationJosef Il died on 20 February 1790 and was followed by his
younger brother Leopold Il, who in turn died on 1 March 1792 and was succeeteddon Franz Il; as the
succession progressed the urge for change reduced!

Payment of the tax was at first shown by an impressed marking which will be referred to hisigasta(not

as afisignett®, fistamm, fiseab, or fisignaturé). The verbfito signed will be used. In 1853 an adhesive stamp
was introduced; from then until abolition of the tax on 1 January 1900 the usage of signets and stamps overlapy
There are endless official pronouncements concerning newspaper taxatioatial list and explanation of
references such as 1850 RGB 345 may be found at thef émebook.

I hich
design
would
enr
MWajesily
prefee?

lfAustriadd has been used her thoseacsuntdes iledby Kaiser Joset |l anddis m f o |
successors except for Hungary, Lombardy, Boan@Herzegovina, the Austrian Netherlands, and the

Military Border when they had different arrangementthese will be mentioned occasionally but not in any
detail.
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1.2  Overview of significant events
Date Event
29.11.1780 | Maria Theresia died; her son Josef || became Kaiser and Holy Roman Emperor

1.7.1789 Newspaper Tax introduced: ¥2 kr CM on all newspapers; 1 kr CM on pamphlets.
Payment shown by arms-in-circle signet bearing no statement of value.

20.2.1790 | Josef Il died; succeeded by his younger brother Leopold II.

Apr/May 1790 | % kr CM signet given ZS. At Prague Central Stamping Office, 1 kr CM signet given
BS to distinguish them. Elsewhere the old arms-in-circle were retained.
1.3.1792 Leopold Il died; succeeded by his son Franz .
1792 Following more and more exemptions, newspaper tax largely abolished.

1.1.1803 Tax reintroduced. ¥ kr / 1 kr for inland papers under/from 1 sheet; doubled for
foreign. Different signet design each year (till 1850).

11.8.1804 | Holy Roman Emperor Franzll 6 pr omot edd Austria to a
himself ifFranz |, Emperor of Austriad

1809 Napoleon in Vienna!
15.3.1811 | Taxraisedto 1 kr/ 2 kr for inland papers under/from 1 sheet; 2 kr / 3 kr for foreign.
2.3.1835 Franz | died; succeeded by his son Ferdinand I.
1 April 1841 | The 3 kr rate of tax was withdrawn; all foreign papers paid 2 kr.

2.12.1848 | Revolutions! Ferdinand abdicated; his nephew became Kaiser Franz Joseph I.

1848-1850 | Tax partly suspended on domestic papers.

1.1.1850 Tax on subscription orders from German States now included in the (unchanged)
delivery price (hence de facto abolished). Control Stamp for those papers.

1.11.1850 | Tax abolished for inland papers, 2 kr for (non-PU) foreign. New signet.

1.3.1853 2 kr green adhesive introduced; valid till 31.10.1858. Control Stamp dropped.

1.11.1854 | Signet usage ceased; adhesive documentary revenue stamps issued; fiscal paper-
stamping offices were closed.

1.1.1858 Inland papers taxed again at 1 kr. New type of 1 kr signet introduced (small circle;
no words, value or currency; die number at foot).

1.11.1858 | Currency changed from CM to 6W. Inland (and PU) newspaper rate rounded up
14% to 2 kr 6W, non-PU foreign 4 kr 6W. 4 kr brown adhesive issued. The signet for
inland papers continued in use with a value of 2 kr 6W.

1.1.1859 Tax halved to 1, 2 kr 8W. Same signet used for 1 kr rate; 4 kr adhesives used as if 2
kr. New adhesives issued: 1 kr (made from the 4 kr clichés; later fresh (Type Il)
clichés were made) and 2 kr.

1867 Ausgleich - Austria was split into Austria and Hungary with the same ruler, Kaiser /
King Franz Joseph I.
1873 Official reprints of the 1853, 1858 adhesives. Only 1000 sets sold to the public.
6.1877 1 kr, 2 kr Adhesives redesigned.
1885 New design of signets: double circle, now with legend but still no value or currency
(the value was 1 kr.)
13.5.1887 | 2 kr signet introduced at Lemberg (like the 1 kr signet but with a f20in the middle).
1890 Changed adhesives issued: 1 kr, 2 kr, and a 25 kr carmine. The 2 kr signet was now
also used in Vienna.
1898 Czech signet version (1 kr).
1.1.1900 Newspaper tax abolished.
until October | Newspaper tax adhesives used up as postage dues on parcel cards, Post-
1900 Begleitadresse etc because of the shortage of small-denomination stamps.
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1.3  Timeline (graphics crafted by C Mintert)

1TIEE 1791 13?3

Y, 1 Kreuzer

Ve, 1, 2 Kreuzer

Nov,

1853 1858 1858 1859
l L } | >
A Krtew: Guly 1, 2 Kreuzer
1 [briefly 2) i e {modified 4 as provisional

Krauzer

—= 1 at first)
S S 2 twa .
13.?'? 13135 1887 TEIQB 31.12.1 39}9.
] I

1, 2, 25 Kreuzer
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1.4  The lead-up to the introduction of the tax

During the reign of Kaiserin Maria Theresia, newspapers were not taxed. As background, three examples are
shown here.

The CzechPrague Postal
Newspapefrom 1755

The Real Zeitung issued 23 June
1789 inErlangen, Bavaria

e

Brinner Zeitungssued 13 May 1779
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1.5 1789: Introduction of a Tax on Newspapers

When Kaiserin Maria Theresia died on 29 November 1780, her son Kaiser Josef Il was at last able to introdu
all manner of reforms, and decided to finasome by taxing newspapers. He announced a tax on all newspapers
and pamphlets, whether published in Austria or imported from abroad; the official justificatiditonasse

funds for educatiolm Wurth makes the intriguing suggestion that the true perpdsthis tax was to make
newspapers more expensive, hence less copies would be sold, which would curb the spread of Revolution
French ideas!

On 5 June 1784 Kaiser Josef Il issued a lengthy Stempelpatent, ie the law concerning revenue taxes; as 1
RGB301 it occupies 18 pages in the Reichsgesetzblatt. It introduced or changed the taxes on documents, play
cards, and Kalenders (the Austrian Kalender is the British almanac); however it did not impose a tax c
newspapers. (The document tax was refetoeas theiPapierstempélalthough it was not levied on paper as
such.) On 30 January 1788 he issued another and even longer Stempelpatent (1788 RGB 776: 28 pages), ¢
for documents, playingards, and Kalenders but not newspapers. However, in 178@wevial Decrees were
issuedjiarising frond the Stempelpatent.

On 6 May 1789 an AllerhdchsEntschlieBungsee Appendix.9) statedthatfiZeitungen und
Tagblatteo would be liable to a tax of ¥2 kreuzer CM (= Conventions Miinze) irrespectiv
their size andBroschiren a tax ofl kr per sheet (Bogen); the payment was to be indice
byit he same Signet for all é with the /
currencyo. This was followed on 11 Mali789by a more detailed Gesdtee Appendi®.10
prescribing what was taxable (eg all newspapers and pamphlets, whether published in . __™=
or imported from Hungary or abroad) and what was not (eg bound boak#&)tdhaction with the Censors the
responsibilities of various people; and the considerable penalties (eg fines of 30 times the mistake) for no
complianceThe Wiener Diarium and the Briinner Zeitung were both exempted from thefidveiapublishers

had a private arrangement with His Majeéty

o I S P WM@
Kraméryufomy

stpf 4 ‘lﬁraaffe%nfﬁvmifcg?nmmp

:ngmﬂ'h wwnm Dworfli amm; ¢if mmw ofmss

Prague Postal Newspap22 Octoberl 789 with tax signet

It seems that the Gesetms reset and reprinted in each principal city, possibly due to the peculiar structure of
the Austrian Empire which in effect consisted of numerous fopless separate states. So, the Gesetz was issued
in the name of the King of Bohemiand ofthe Arctduke of Austriaand ofthe Duke of Styriaand ofthe Duke

of Carinthia,and ofthe Margrave of Moravia, and many others. However, these were all the same person!

5



The Austrian Newspaper Tax

Copies of the Gesetz exist with slight differences in layout, paragraph numbering, antyviianahi Linz dated

19 May 1789; and from Innsbruck dated 22 May 1789. Wurth (XIV p105) transcribes what is most probably the
Vienna edition of the Gesetz which is dated 11 May 1886tion 7 fixes the tax on inland and foreign papers at

Y% kr per copy irrepective of size. Broschiren and Komddien were taxedkmapér sheet (Bogen) per copy, to

be stamped on the first page. It is again clearly stated that the signet shall not show the value. The Linz and
Innsbruck versions say the same, although the seitiaumbered 9. It is odd that an Innsbruck edition was
produced, as the tax seems not to have been applied in the Tirol until the 1820s.

giif“' bie Eeine Matefidt Haben gt entfchlieffen Befuns
plung der bent , baf alle Finftig im Drud erfdyeinenden
%:Jfﬂrtzn’ Bldtter, Reitungen, Journale uud Brofduiren mit
unb Breo=

fpaven, cinem Stempel beleget werden fullen , und haben
babet folgende Mafregeln vorgefchrieben.

The RGB version of 11 May, from 178%esetz 3Abt 17-Band 630

fiSeine Majestat haben zu entschlielen befundeld, alle kinftig in Druck erscheinen Blatter,
Zeitungen, Journale und Broschiren mit einem Stempel belegt werden sollen, und haben dabei fo
Mafregeln vorgeschreibén

As transcribed by Wurth in his Handbook part XIV

@cinr Majeftat Haben in Folge bodften Hoffangleidebrets dd. 1iten
& preefl. 18ten dief ju entfhlicfen befunden, dap alle Finftig im Drud
grfdheinende Blatter, Seitungen, Journalien wmd BDrofdhiiren mit einem
Gtempel beleget werden follen, und dabei folgende Mafregeln vorge-
fdhricben:

The Linz version of 19 May

*H\eine Majeftdt Hoben vermdy eingelangten £ E Hofvefret
8 vom 11" Dief allerhddft su . entichliefen befunden, Do
alle Finftig im Drud erfbeinende Blatter, Seitungen,
Sournalien und Brodyuren mit einem Stempel beleget
werden follen, und dabei folgende Nafregel vorgefdrieben:

The Innsbruck version of 22 May

Although the decrees specify the tax as per Bogen, the official definition thereof has
elusive See Append#k1llHowever , KoS2nek (see Refs)

square Vienna Zoll, 18 high by idde. A Bogen, in this context at least, is then 474 by :
mm. This is consistent with physical newspapers of that period, and was probably a cor ;-
of the hanemadepapermaking procesdil t 6 s ©hili s bi g! ‘ -5_: e

The tax began on 1 July 1789Theliterature contains two different interpretations of how t %?‘ v

tax was shown (there is no dispute about the tax rates themselves, naknalgd/Akr). The -
fwisdom of the 190@sis that payment of the ¥ for newspapers was shown by a signet
stamped on thpaper, which had a crowned shield flankedldy, all in a 15mm diameter circle. Payment of the
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1 kr on pamphlets was shown by a similar stamped signet, having the crowned shield in a circle but no flankit
letters. The earliest statement of this seenfietim Frankl, page 4 (see References at the end), carefully repeated
by Tkalcsics and Tettinek who do not mention signets ®it8. This interpretation does agree with the more
readily-available newspapers, but unfortunately not with the Imperial ErgScimg or the physical examples
now available in ANNG?Y].

1 July 1789 to April/May 1790: newspapers taxed, shown byafeatms in circle with NO letters
-

MWW#“? ) w.l: it g,
TARMIERRIDER TaRCEDmIomE
Eofit. 11rmﬂf’vmrmnﬁtﬂ?nnmp Kdl. miﬁﬁmﬁmﬂrﬂmﬂnp

T Sobeti bue 17 Debea,

© Griongen, ben 13 ¥prd 1790,
22 December 1789 17 April 1790 13 April 1790

Detailed research by Ladislaw Hanus in 1935 showed that untilipxil 1790, every item had a stamped signet
with the Habsburg armis a 15mm diameter circle amb_flanking letters, whether taxed at ¥ or at 1 kr
From that date until the tax was witlagvn in 1791 the blank signet was replaeédhe Prague Central Stamp
Office with a1l5mm ZS signetor the ¥2kr rate and 20mmB-S signefor the 1kr rate. However, perhaps due
< to the political events before duriagd after WWII, this research was overlooked
then forgotteu n't i | KoS2nek and Mintertos 1 g
1789 and 1790 shows only one paper with sigribis,Wiener Kirchenzeitung
5 discussed insection 6below Jirj K 0 S 2 (see KAppendix4.12) illustratesthe
extremely rare BS signet; Ferchenbauer (2008 vol Il pp&iD) also shows one, on a sen \, [
book, adding that only @sedspecimens of this signet aredwn- both are in Prague museums.

The research on this was publishedNiovinovy Kolek \2eskych Zemich 178853by Koripek, Prague 2006;
hehadexpl ored three extensive archives in Czechi a
correspondwi h t he actual mat eri al nor with the I mperi a
vital parts into English.

Domestic publishers had to take their printed newspapers and brochures to the finance office for signetting, wh
was done with a hand stamp. Accusations of a tax on knowledge and interference with Press freedom led to nr
and more exemptions (seecticn 8onRGBs and similar); eg on 12 July 1789 scientific journals were exempted,
on 28 February 1790 folkongs, in September 1791 original newspapers. By 1792, the tax was effectively
abolished; according to Frankl it remained in force only for newly gulifdreign newspapers.

1 ANNO is Austrian Newspapers on Line, a wonderful treasure trove of the 28 million pages held by the
Austrian National Library. Selttps://anno.onb.ac.at/
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Kraméryusovy Cysagske Kral. Wlastenecké Nowietg, ieiCr amer i us 6 [/ |
Royal Patriotic News / Year 1791 Number 15 / On Saturday 9 April / Third year / With t
highest Imperial and Royal Authorisati@rWith Z-S signet.

According to thecomplainttranslatechext(see Appendix.13 it seems that there were Originalzeitungen with
their own original contengndothers drew their content from them, sometimesitingdthe source, sometimes
not.
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fiThen as now, there were original newspapers with original reports and dependent ones that drew from thei
sometimes with the sources, such as the Nuremberg and Berlin newspapers around 1620, which took their n
especidl from the Kélnische Zeitung; the two Frankfurt newspapers, around 1630, marked what they borrowe
from each other with smaller print. Other borrowings were less visible; we border on the area of the angular an
perennial clerks who, without receiving jper letters from foreign places themselves, wrote what they picked up
on the market and fished oelisewherdor their ordinary newspapers (Nuremberg complaints from 1629 and
1631); finally some newspapers simply reprinted others (eg the Hildesheimer&i®meproduced printed and
handwritten Nuremberg newspapérs)

1.6 The Miunzkabinett

It is possible to arrange a visit to the archives of the Miinzkabinett of the Kunsthistorisches Museum-on Mari
TheresierPlatz, Vienna. (You need a good reason, and your passport.) The extremely helpful staff will show yo
their very large collectionof A1t r i an revenue stamps (it could be t
the Hanus collection is in Prague). They have newspapers, specimens of signets prior to 1850, many docun
tax stamps, Kalendar tax, tax stamps for-paiwderandrouge.. A selected few of the vast store of riches in the
Munzkabinett appear here, beginning with these two newspaper mastheads, from 1789 and 1790. Others
shown at the relevant place.

Mo, T‘ﬁt* ~ B 51. & Newspaper, 3 July
Aas < "f s ol S i . 1789- no letters in
- TR o AR % 2 "f' g ﬂi‘ﬂl[Lr!ILguu.‘ “”ﬂm RS E.;‘ signet 15mmdia.
i oy e & iy Ty b o W o L ‘. A O 3 ;
Lt h"‘ﬂ-&-. '*" ._ = Y
¥ T s = 1'"'““}‘ = ¥
| E |hh: R H=— 13
=9 . b
kL ) Pl £

) A l.ﬂﬁu&t..‘ |

Fregtag Den 3, July 1789,
Veclegt und gebvutft'htr Svans Uninger,

Newspaper, 14 August
1790 - letters Z S in
signet 15mmdia

) Qeitung &

N= 6%,

Samfiags den 14 Augufi 1790

@deudi und sesheat bl Enbeead Ceplam im bee SeompReegafe 0. oo,
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A Hungarian(signet at top
right corner) and a
Viennese(signet at centre
right) newspaper from

A ROMAL TAASZANE 28 45, KIRALYT FXLEEG: Wienerblattchen December 1789 Signets
L AN LIEY L. Samflay den sten eyember 178, 15mm dia.No letters in
futtlr RETSROL Sembarsn g Decomiberbey 1rag. : [S————— SigneS.
A fehi Sar ftermyol o6l ek irdsil, Whermifdte Takoidten.
' F, Taifpbr, midieigsl fogra fiicn eien oeds a3 W0en, THefe Lage fed midhr pad
wemh bideg ik b - Alipitanak, obies scisn Bopict nadh raiede aul BelWil amglavgr,
bidgyadasd egiisipgal lesal mondark = — — il glrentih nnmngen ey Wi ity i kit
A 18 Hartzeg é0 Hurlzey Alsiseny rilees vagynsl, Hoge bar tortigen Bagil predram magebrace
Ugy vad & ke, hogr falun. e Mew meld dovin mindder fgm

BAuben o' Faln To Kirdlyl Fankdl  Diredfis
Kanrncidizidjitan nu l’ lltnﬂnl.u simiak &' mil
Secoedde  hipbanigel dutinns femml
daigdni w mqum| Hivatalba bis

1.7 1791-1803 - the tax-free period

The tax on (and therefore the signetting of) nepripted newspaers was abolished during September 1791, the
exact date depending on where in Austria the tax office was. The newspapers shown were issued on 21 October

1791; 6 June 1796; 1 October 1796; and 29 March.1797

it alurgﬂ&btgﬂem Saiferl. Privilegio und
Hodfirftl. gnddigficr Sonceffion, |

Crlangen, den 21, Offobr, 17971,
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fuertende

von Dem Kaifiel. Konigl. Gubetnium
in Suntrﬁftmeui)

Wegen ﬁnfb:bung Der @tunphmg der Originalieifungen, und
Brofchiteen, :

eﬂim’ Majeftdt Haben su verordnen gerubet,
vag vor nun an der Stempel auf Originaliei
tungen und Brofchuren aufaehoben fepn, jedod
auf allen Radydruck von audwdrtigen Brofdbir:

e, und von auﬁldub:fd)m Seitungen belaffer
werden foll.

Welche mitteld Hoffamsleidefret vom .
viefes bereingelangte hodyte Cnejdlieffung sur

allgemeinen Wiffenfchaft biemit Fund gemadhs
wird.

Grag den 14. September 1791.

Stans Anton @imf P, Cb“turgfo,

Praijivent.

Quittvig Maria Freiberr v, Redhbad.

14 September 1791the Graz version of the decree removing the tax on Originalzeitur]
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mmr mt Beitnng,
N.46,

Atontags den 6. Funivs 1756,
Sulindifde Nadridten,

Prager neue Zeitund June 1796. Nsignet.

Brunner Zeitung
Saturday 1 Octobel
1796. No signet.

12

Briinner Zeitung
Wednesday 29 March
1797. No signet.
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1.8 1803: the Tax returns

Kaiser Leopold Il left newspaper tax in abeyance, although censorship was reintroduced on 11 September 1’
and any article in or from a foreign jourrf@leemed to spread dangerous new idésee Bérenggn.128 was
supprased. His son and successor Kaiser Frafizdlnt i ci pati ng Napol eonds abo
in 1806) acting asloly Roman Emperoelevated Austria in 1804 into an Empire amdnediatelyappointed
himself as its rulerasKaiser Franz | of Austa - he waspromptly christenediDer DoppelKaised! Finding
himself embroiled in more wa(wvith the French) thushort of money, he reintroduced the newspapef tax

A starting date of 1 March 1803 is given by Frankl (his page 6) and attributed to Hofkammerdekret 2290/28¢
of 15 October 1802. This statement has been dutifully copied in later articles but the Austrian Staatsarchiv
Vienna has no trace of this docunefi} Reichsgesetzblatt 1802 RGB 577 is the Stampelpatent of 5 October
1802 in which 88675 deal with newspapers; the date of introduction is clearly statédJasuary 1803
Conclusive refutation of the 1 SWdhicheshowsla8ote@n ndvespaper i ¢
dated 20 January 1803 and taxed in Prague at 2 kr, shown bykiwgighets; and by the earliest | can find in
ANNO, the Wiener Zeitung for 5 January 18D be fair to Frankl, he was writing in 1927 whenlare access

to archived newspapers wasnodét even i magined!]

The rates were % for inland newspapers smaller than 1 Bogekr, it 1 Bogen or bigger. Foreign newspapers
paid double these rateie 1kr and 2kr. On 15 February 1811, the rates rosé kv/2 kr inland 2 kr and 3kr
foreign. The si gnet design was changed every year. The
Not all were in use all the time, and not all possibilities exist; eg the Spa towns Karlsbad, Teplitz, Eger an
Marienbadopened after 1816) i d n 6 tkr slyrzets, ®@nlythe Rr and3 kr for foreign paperand that possibly

only from 1843 to 1850

As before, payment of the tax was shown by a black signet, now with a different frame design each year. The
had the word ZEITUIS; the value (eg-K); the year (until 1824 shown as eg 808 with a line above for 1808);
and a code letter (eg W for Wien) for the location of the Stamp Office (an office of the Finance Ministry) where
the signet was applied. Instead of/the years 1808 1805 and 1807 can have 2D where the letter D stands
for Denarius which waanother name fdPfennig; 4 Pfennige amgorth 1 Kreuzer so 2D = ¥ kr.

11802 RGB 577 dated 5 October 1802. Appallingly long! Newspapers are sectidBsabitl begin here:
https://alex.onb.aat/cgicontent/alex?aid=pgs&datum=1802&page=440&size=45

2We think the Hofkammerdekret were handwritten and lacked reference numbers.
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Code Location Notes

B Brinn 18031850

Bi Bielitz? Biala?Brunn 2?Typo for, or damaged die from, Bregéhz
Br Bregenz 1843to 1850(CS)

Cz Czernowitz 1843to0 1850(CS)

E Eger (S)(CS)

F Freiwaldau (S)(CS)

G Graz 18031850

GO, Go Gorz 18031809

I Innsbruck 18181850

K Karlsbad from 1830(S)

K, KL Klagenfurt 18031813(CS)

K, KR, (Kr) Krakow 18031809(maybe to 1814) (CS)
Kre Krems 1843to 1850

L, Le Lemberg 18031850

LA, La, Lai Laibach 18031850

LI, Li Linz 18031850

M Marienbad (S)(CS)

P Pragie 18031850(CS)

Pr Prerau 1843to 1850

S Salzburg 18081809; 18161850
T Triest 18161850

Ta Tarnov 1843to 1850

T6 Toplitz / Teplitz (S)(CS)

TR, Tro Troppau 1843to 1850(CS)

W, Wi Wien 18031850 (CS)

Z Zara 18181850

(S) = known as specimens but not on actual newspapers.
(CS) =also known on Control Stamps

Several collections exist comprising superpiinted impressions of the yedated newspaper signets, on stiff
high-quality paper. These were most probably specimen copies sent to tax or post offices appended to some
instruction for using the signet system. Two are used here to illustrate theumakehe signet.

ZEITUNG = the purpose - | Le = Lemberg tax office
Z = Zara tax office 1849 = the year

3 K =the rate ZEITUNG = the purpose

1837 = the year 2 K =the rate

As is implied by 869 of the 5 October 1802 Stdmpelpatent, the new tax was not applied everywhere. Frankl (p6)
notes Hofdekret 1808/270 (supposedly dated 13 January but again not known to the Staatsarchiv) extending it to
papers arrivingrbm Hungary, Trieste, Tirol and Vorarlberg. (Meanwhile, Napoleon introduced a variety of new
rates and signets to the areas he controlled.) Copies of newspapers are known on which krthasob8en

levied paidbyakrandaxr si gnet PSs e d 5K®&S 2186k paid with twa lkrtsigrnets o f 2

14
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(KoS2nek PS. 22). [-Sigheites copiss ofiDie Gartenaabe and the likepwhenaid buridle
of copies has the total tax applied to the top copy 4 strikes of kr cannot bahe tax on a single newspaper.]
For some reason, between about 1812 and fiBd2Bungd was in script; before and after these dates it was in
block capitals.

1.9 Year-dated signets i specimens

Copies were retained in Vienna and are now in theihives. More than one example exists of many of those
shown below. Given the number of tax offic@8¥) the likeliest explanation is that all offices were sent copies
of all designs each yegrand the files from several officBsame on to the philatelic marketfter 1918. Another
plausibleexplanation is that Vienna retained copies

Herei s a selection from various offices
designs for 1836, 1838, 1839, 1848d1850.

, 1 demthef i a

= Ta @°
%" 5 -;-L;:'x
| ZEITUNG )

Toplitz

] }-'. > N
[ 'lI |
ZEITUNG
=7 |

S5

2 Krof 1848 Eger  Innsbruck

EERITUNG]
S, ———

ol 158 11
_-_j-l.l.!.’l'b.

1850 1 Kr, Graz 1850 2Kr, Graz 1850 1 KrTrest 1850 1 KrZara 1850 2 Kr Zara
A collector might wish to obtain one copy of each dated signet for every year from all signetting offices. A
handicap is related by L. Hanus, on pagéo4 hisfiStempelsignetteKatalog von Oesterreh-Ungarn/ |.Band:
Die Urkundenstempel / Prag 1980it translates thudHofrat Dr. Stephan Koczynski can be considered the
saviour of a large collection of material. It is well known that many tax stamps used for purposes other thar
documentary evidencérom 1825 onwards are known in their original form only in official documents that
remained in the files at the time. Strangely, these documents from the yearsI&3 and 18411845 are
missing. They were burned and lost to the world of collectors. €asan for this was as follows: When Dr.
Koczynski was still in active service at the Imperial and Royal Ministry of Finance, he observed one day how t
clerk was using old files to heat the room, and that among dheating materia were files with sigatted

1 They might need them to check on the validity of a newspaper carried by some visitor and claimed to be
bearing a signdtom a different town.
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documents. When asked why the clerk could use old files for heating, he replied that the scrapped documents
had been assigned for this purpose. Dr. Koczynski immediately opposed this and thus saved valuable collection
material for posterity. Howevethe items from the aforementioned years were already irretrievably.lost

There is a second handicap:

This is one page from a Brno collection. There were 3 signets each year from 1803 to 1841, and 2 from 1841 to
1850. There were 15 signetting offices.y®ol need 137 signets from each of 20 offices, totalling 2740.
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This is the rathefisparse matri@of what | haveThe headings are yeface value, s625-10is the 1kr signet
for 1825,the yeabeingshown as 825 with a line above.

5 llﬂgﬁ T HYsedawel 1ﬂm-qiamdﬂaaanu HOBDE

- | s : ® a8 e B8 o e a8 & & o

- | ‘ neses ¢l
. aan aneda | |

- - @i e D& W & ek o Fa o o & @

- 1 I L ‘ em wee &

- 1 11 Lk &

=

Those fromPrague are shown here

A 51 F-t ] 1 T

The missing ones certainlyexistt t 6 s j ust that | donét have them!
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This rare survivor is a Stempel Proof SheetfromPragua d f or 1841, so it- escape:
heating event described above! Such sheets are known from 1824 to 1850.

her Jcifung

Dioneans, den 13. Juny 1803,

¥,

Wafrent, 13, Fum, A Ber, welhe ben Franjofen mmnmfi@_‘. fint,
Shodh {jt e# yweifelhaft ob bie framibfifdien Trups 1mbd weldpen fransbiiihe Eommiffaricn an bie Selw
pen amt gen wicklid) in der Stads Dannover felbft te gefete wrrben, Alle thnigl, Weppen unb Sdlle

ﬁaircutbcr Sceitung

Rum. 188 Domierfiagd, den 22, Sepfember 1803,

Baferm ‘med: Einverfinbrie Betefe) fo if ber Bicfizen ans
Mhnden, 15, Sept. Sn Beyng anf die b8 Dicesion, wride jun Leherbofe tee ehrmalis

= it grn cheinpfaliifden feudornm extra curtem conji
mit Do jeyigen Befigern dee Rbrinpfaly orans o oL ik, Wex bidile Nafirag ectheilon mﬂr:

1803: a thinner and a thicker foreign paper (from Bayreuth) wkthahd 2kr signets.
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L —

; N™ 25 e a8 |
r s}
Kaifeel. anch K. K. priv. prager ObetpoffamtSicityes
Mittwods den o6 Februar 1806, ; |
| N™ 43
|" f@a:ﬁ:ﬂ Subniglich priv. praget Dbrrpnﬁumtsamug

| Freotagd ven pofen Wpril 1807,

o Sdeitte grgrigt . Pag We andy nller Frredicy :
L2 Ui e PPidt baltrn, #ou Eabenlns blefr fﬁﬁu!’ﬁnﬁi:

1806Prager Oberpostamtszeitumgth Y2 kr signet; 1807 ditto witli2 Do .

Gl WL T

Qtfﬂf fag 27, Jugul‘f 1811;

ﬁ. g;ﬂ“' und guf Me Daner, wenn e wide mhl# eine: Materholtung flie

mtﬁﬁt 'Etacﬁnc{]tm. |'!;'1;u Titkhn:t ﬂngga.;:r:h %FI ber Bwifdhens
jeif moar er gemwobnliche tabtwadichien
— Gﬁg ‘Em 24 Angufl flarb Bier die  pon den Biefigen waiformirten ﬁﬁmn’nnrb#

Gratzer Zeitundor 27 August 1811. Taxed k at Graz, which is the pi&5 March 1811 rate
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{ZETT “f

R

Signets for all the years from 1803 to 18%Bese are mostly from dime copies of the Wiener Zeitung
occasionally (eg 1812) the displayed copy contained so many pages that it incurred the higher rate
Januaries the previous year's signet was often used.
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110 1809: Enter Napol eoné

Napol eonds army entered Vienna on 13 May 1809, r
seen on the masthead of the Wiener Zeitung for that year, which had the Austrian Eagle and Austrian octago
tax signet until 6 May. When Napoleoppeared, the Austrian Government officials hid everything concerned
with signetting, such as stamped paper (Vorratsstempelpapier) for documents as well as the signets (hand
machine stamps) for documents, calendars, newspapers etc. Their reasoningrexsent Napoleon getting the

tax revenues. Napoleon simply introduced ¢wen ovalsignet The Austri ans hadimedt
following issues provide an overview of this special period. In the issue of 20 May the eagle had gone althou
the Austian signet remained; from 24 May until 30 August there was neither eagle nor signet. Thekoval %2
French signet appeared on 2 September, remaining until 18 October. From 25 October, the Austrian Eal
appeared and disappeared seemingly at random, ataktbignet is sometimes %2 in an oval, sometimes 1 in an
oval, and sometimes 1 in an octagon

%mrr Burung. Piener- Geitung,

Demicfag B 45 R Sy
T = e e SRR Skt W e

ol W iy gl oy el

W, b - ‘EE.“ &,& e r:-g'f“r-:.i.:'.-.-.g.:‘_‘;-:;

£, 2= s P o e L e
Ee ey S | T i s s v s | B e

20 May 2 June

Wiener- C;tttung.

[ — I s o Wdey] ki B8 @ H 67 B

¥ ¢ ekl M gn -Q.ﬁ-,u:h: w [0 M= afl . el 1jop

C "..'5..-_:..:-'1::- "......-..""""“:."&-‘ s
.-h.-l-'-.ﬂ

sianiss | bt s e

LT P T T B L TR

Whidead, Briv g Dtoder 15,

25 Oet
5e 1oy
e ﬂ@ﬂ‘; Sifeliche
A = 4 ;Hﬁ*
pribis - Tla*ﬂth
DitNG  Wiener- eifng,
Emwed, e s Bowedet 182 Wittwod, b & Deoember g Eamabash, b 3o, Torshr ifop.
29 Nov 6 Dec 30 Dec

This piecqin the Miinzkabinetthas a Ykr tax signet from 1809 plus part of

a second mark in French (PROV ILIYR. TIM DI CONT.). The oval signet,
theLA standing for Laibach, and the
Napoleonic Kingdom of lllyria period, 1808811.
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When lllyria returned to Austrian control, the 1802 Stempelpatent was reapplied from 1 October 1814. In those
areas where silver aency was used, the signets were struck in red (to differentiate them) and were in use until
1 January 1818. The Mlnzekabinett has two copies dfdibacher Zeitungdated 181@nd1817, showing this.

The very rare lllyriesignet, and some rare red signets from Laibach and .T

Two further examples from this complex period: both areGlwenale Italianopublished in Milan (the copies
are badly foxed, not burnt). On the left is the issue of 23 April 1814 withthe IRBeg no d 61 t al i a si ¢

right that of 17 August 1814 when Austria waslénfactocontrol. It has the F | (Francesco Primo) 3 centes signet
specific to the Kingdom of Lombardy.
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1.11 1811: the rates change

From 15.3.1811 the newspaper tax rates in tpasis of Austria controlled by the Kaiser rose from %, Wr, &
1, 2, 3 kr. The Xkr value from the MarciNovember period and thekB value are rather rare; thekBrate for
larger papers was withdrawn from 1 April 1841 and they were only charged 2 kr.

To understand the events of 1811, as so often with Austrian affairs, some history and politics is necessary.
1753 Austria had introduced Conventigvisney (ConventionsMiinze, abbreviated C.M) as agreed by the
Convention of that year concluded betweeangn European states. The Austrian currency was the Gulden
(abbreviated fl.) made from 11.6935 grams of silver and divided into 60 kreuzer (abbreviated x, Xer, Xr or ki
OKrdéd i s found but is deprecated) . Theearlytl8RQsanll nobbhe o |
fully discussed herebeeAppendix4.14

The growth in the economy (according to some sourcegimaendix4.15ort he pr obl ems cr ea
propensity for fighting but losing wars (according to others!) led to the isaul5 June 1762 by the Bank of
Austria of 12 million Gulden in paper money callBdnkozettel Initially these notes were only valid in some
parts of the Empire; the area of validity was extended and other issues followed (eg on 1 June 1785, notes iss
in 1771 were replaced by new ones on blue paper). Until 1796 the Bankozettel were valued by the forei
exchanges dt00/100, ie face value, relative to the Conventibtisze. The value then began to decline, being
125/100 in 1804, 175/100 in 1807, andd@2.00 in 1811. Physical Conventiekkinze had been withdrawn by
about 1797.

The Finanzpatent of 20 February 1811 (1811 RGB929) ordained that on 15 March 1811 the Bankozettel wel
called in. The notes returned to the central authorities were incineogteelent fraud, and for a time the letter
post service was responsible for this. The person in charge of the disposal had a rather long job title even by
standards of Postal Austrian: tBancozettelvertilgungsdeputationskassaoffizier

The Bankozetiewere replaced by a new paper note of the same face valuginthsungsscheindredemption

note), at an exchange of 1 new for 5 old. Everybody except the Government regarded this as State bankrup
The Government promised never to issue more papeeynbnt the costs of dealing with Napoleon led them to
issue more in 1813. These two papers were collectively referredWbeagr Wahrung. It in turn suffered
inflation, being quoted at 350/100 by 1815.

A follow-up Act, 1811 RGB930 also dated 20 Febyub811, gave the amendments to the Stempelpatent of
October 1802 consequent upon the change to Einlésungsscheine. Section 5 states that the newspaper tax
remain in three classes as prescribed by section 68 of the Stempelpatent; the rates far 2lassk8 shall be

1kr, 2kr, and 3kr if paid in Einlosungsscheinen or five times as much if paid in Bankozettel. The date of
i mpl ementati on i s n-patent makestiteldar thabitis 15 tMareh 1§Ailduahlanguage
(GermanCzech) ver®n is known, issued by the k.k. bohm. Landesgubem{aee Appendixes)

The issues of the Wiener Zeitung for March 1811 show the changes. Those up to 23 March are all taxed at 1
but the issues of 2and30 March are taxed 2 kPage 1280 of the 30 March issue explains the changes, mostly
for the benefit of quarterly subscriber® d i e Z eStempelnGglsihr aber durch das am 15.Méarz 1.J.
kundgemachte Allerhéchste FinaRatent au kr W.W. oder 1Ckr in B.Z. fir jedes Stiick festgesetz wiirde..

(the newspaper tax has by the imperial finance act of 15 March of this year been de&t\&\2or 10kr
Bankozettel per copy

In 1817 the Privileged National Bank was created, relying on foreign capital (proflite Rothschilds, who

kept Austria from financial collapse for several decades). The bank issued notes and bought in the Wier
Wahrung at slightly better than the exchange rate. From 1818, Wiener Wahrung was not accepted in payment
postage, and tas expressed in it were converted at 300/100 which was slightly worse than the exchange rate f
currency.
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Dienfag den 31, Fulf 1521,

Stadtische Pressburger Zeitufgg 31 July 1821: Xr tax - paid, unusually, with two kr signets.
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Masthead offhe TimegLondon) for 1835; a fulkize foreign broadsheet so taxed at 3
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Allgemeine Zeitungpr 19 October 1840. This had 16 sides, bigger than 1 Bogen, so was taxed
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LombardyandVenetia, being nominally independent kingdoms, had different sigdletsvn
are theGazetta Privilegiata di Milanof 9 May 1853 with a Lombardy 5 centes signet; and
Gazetta Privilegiatadi Veneziaof 16 October 1841 with the Venezia 5 centes signet.

Vi ennabos

are the designs suggested for the 1837 newspaper, pladgand Kalende
tax signets; for newspapers the third column from the left was chosen.

M¢nzkabinett contains m
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1.12 Supplements

Austrian newspapers have always loved Supplements, rivalling the modern British Sunday Newspaper in number
though not in weight. Provided the supplememéseaccompanied by eopy of the main paper, no additional
postage or tax was duéthe newspaper as publishedioften enoughthere was no weight lim{@part from the
letter-post limit of 2kg) The supplements containing official announcements and private advertisements were

not additionally taxed irrespective of their weight or quantity
Gar)

eu‘u@“

M st W A hefisewt . hie Gnfartion

For examplethis 1826Prager Zeitungvas taxed kr at Prague. That included these four supplements:

Jntelligengblatt

Ymtdblatt Nro. u3|£| L o ' ‘_._;ﬂﬂtﬂ EH 5

b WG Mr B 1ROT ded TEOU pr. 0

RNe . Mogen IL
#Fmtﬂblaﬁ o i13-1' £ Juil, w) wily ser v Sirlinies 400 W @ ﬂ! als im.n.'&li:
Bernadrong e seatavay, s

W 8T ot ¢

!'!.I T i
Prager Jeitunag
Mro. 115 Freitaq, bm 21, 3u1! it |

Wisidsistbrabon mof Sarkebaft o Breksisme wWr L E

And here the 181BinzerZeitung alsotaxed k r €
gh'ﬂ." 59—
Kaiferl Konigl privilegirte

tnacrscttung.

Freptag dem 24, Juliug 1818,

Bebrudt and verlegt beg ﬂtu:! «;E:&Irf.mglh

- b oald =
ien den 22, July.

%mnﬁgr allerhbchffer Hnorbuung, twivd fiir weil, bie Frau Hergogin voh Sadifens

Silbburghoulen, Eharlotte Georgine Louife Frieverite, geborne Herjogin von
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despite its 7 supplements: an Amtsblatt, thesitiéd Intelligenceblatt, and 5 different adverts from boogessll

5 = - - 1""""'."
CPRTOLEL B )

RS
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2 Overview of newspap&G0taxes,
From: Inland Postal Union J() Other foreign
to 31 March 1841 1 kr or 2kr signe n/a 2 kr or 3kr signet
1 Aprll 1841 1kr Signet n/a 2 kr Signet

These signets changed their design every year.

184850: upheavals and confusion. Requirerantax sometimes ignored.

1 January 1850

Notionally 1kr

PS ¢ee(2) ) from German
States: no tax; Control

Notionally 2kr signetwithout
ZEITUNGS

signet Stamp
1 November 1850 PS: tax hidden; Control | 5 ¢ signet (new design of eagie-
Stamp. Others: Rr SIgnet| cjycje: |aterzermuncadded not
6 December 1852 changed annually)
Free PS: tax hidden; post offi : :
1 March 18533) cancel. Others: Rr signet 2 kr signet if forwarded;
2 kr adhesive otherwise
1 November 18544) PS: tax hidden: post offid 2 kr adhesive
_ cancel. Others: Rr PS: tax of &r included; post office
1 January 1858 1 kr signet adhesive

cancel. Others: Rr adhesive

Currency change from CM to OW

1 November 1858

2 kr signet

PS: tax of Rr included;
post office cancel.
Others: 4kr adhesive

PS: tax of 4&r included; post office
cancel.
Others: 4kr adhesive

1 January 1859

1 kr signet or
adhesive

PS: tax of kr included;
post office cancel.
Others: 1kr adhesive or

signet

PS: tax of &r included; post office
cancel.

Others: 2kr adhesive (or 4&r used
up as Xr)

Notes:

1.

1 July 1850

coll ected

it

unl ess

heodod

Introduction of adhesive tax stamp, 1 March 1853.

Closure of revenue stamphuagfices, 1 November 1854.
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See later for more details of the AustRaussia Postal Uniorsigned in April 1850 and implemented on

PS = Postal Subscription: ordered at a Post Office, to which it came and from which the subscriber normally
delivery.

for h o md.
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2.1  1840: more changes

For some reason, the design of the signets was
altered during 1840 until 23 March the kr
and2 kr were identical apart frotne value and
the 3kr was quite different; from 24 March all
three were changed to be similar in concept but
different in detail. This was connected with the
introduction by Kaiser Ferdinand | of a new
Stampelpatent dated 27 January (1840 RGB
013)which is 86 foolscap sides long! It states
that its provisions come into effect on
1 November 1840, but it does not appear to
mention the taxation of newspapers.

However, the following Patent, 1840 RGB 014,
also dated 27 January 1840, covers the taxes on
playingcards, almanacs, and Newspapers. The
1 September 1840 issue of tenerZeitung[!] containsl¥z sides on the subject. First it prints an EntschlieRung
(which is not in the RGB) of Ferdinand | dated 27 January 1840 which statethhaittached Patent is
consequent upon the introduction of the new Stampelpatent and shall have effeciNiveember in all Our
Realm with the exception of Our Kingdom ohigary and Our Great Principality ofransylvania; appropriate
local variations would be issued for Lombaidgnetia and Dalmatia. It then prints the Patent it&atploring
ANNO suggests that the change for newspapers was on or soon after 3 September.

There exists a Germabzechflocal variatiom of the decree, printed in parallel columns and isdfmedome
official bodyas a separate document without heading, reference or context; the German wording is the same
in the Wiener Zeitungriled as 1840 RGB14 Jan 27 revenue incl npprs in prll-Dg

In both documents, 8§21 states the area of application: all political newspapers brought in to the taxation area fr
a foreign country or from a netax part of the Empire. 822 gives the tax ratels: fbr inland papers less than

one sheet (Bogen); & for an inland paper of one sheet or bigger and for a foreign paper less than oneksheet; 3
for a foreign paper of one sheet or bigger. 823 says that a paper of many pages shall be signetted only once,
on the first page. 8§24 instructs newspaper pubtisto bring their sheets for signettimgprinted . By 8§25, papers

from foreign or nortax zones are to be presented for signetirgjther the post office or the frontier Customs
office; and §82&7 assign the responsibilities for compliance.

AUGSBUBG: Abann an ol
Kiow %ol ey’ allumtn: Erpods . v cae i a.'ﬁ I;:rl::li:hl "
g emeine Peitung, i
s Tir das gaman | A - .-ml w dim Piss
26 e, i 04 1L Fudan e Pl g. Tl f:_‘ = I-l“- Fu i el oy
:u....u.... B dmymdrin i 50y P\-:l.':.:.- R T
v i rnehrus srann . Vens .
= oy g o Joit shepiifien: Privilegien, oy v Al wSVENG
] am sidm- i aE o - i
Aiow pnsidhrig halbyihriy med dos Bissn siner dria .
;.:-.'.:Lu et tem Saiie jwies 67 Rl w5 b ll';“
Nr. . s
Moutag 8 Mary 1841.
-
[ e e = = - i s — . e — |

ntilti:idlt.

Spanien.  Mabrib: wobcfdeintider ebiel bed Dind
Iin'hrmd @rnibrltunmrn Bertaqung ter beiven irifden
ahalld, i b phirn Mar

Dody ba ¢v ciner ber Directoren ber gebelinin Slubd anb st
obne Manfe &, bat Gipariere filwoe Ehriely g beiTichiam ge:
ficht, indew ex (bm bie aufororbontlibe Potfbaft nad fenden,
big ¢v fo febr winfdie, dbergad. s Webembabier Dleyaga’s

1 https://anno.onb.ac.at/egontent/anno?aid=wrz&datum=18400901&seite=1&zoom=33
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Sountag M_ 44. 13. §ebruar 1842,

fAAugsburger Postzeitundor 13 February 1842. Foreign newspaper so taXad Innsbruck.

From the Minzkabinett archive
come these designs for the 18
newspaper tax, signed Jq
Radnitzky, K.K. Hof Wappen
Graveur and dated 23 Februa|
1842. Design number 2 wa
chosen.
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fiBrinner Zeitung published in Briinn on 13 February 1843 and taxed there with the chosen sig
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Ociterreidijder Beobadyter: 1

The Austrian Newspaper Tax

N 99

Mittwody, den 9 April 1845,

wuige | moeareis | o e v, | Soevee [
fiOesterreichischer Beobachter publ i shed i n Vi enn ar.
2.2 1848: revolutionary events and fiscal changes
s Oeftereeidifdy- Raiferlid- o
iy e e

privi ¥ Legivte

irr”rﬂ
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@

1k r

fiWiener Zeitung

Taxed 1k r at

f or 2

at Viwhnat (hop eofd signet) .

- A pugd broadsh@et 380 x 565mm) full of revolutionary politics! T3

In front, fiKaiserlich Koniglich privilegirte Bothe von und fir Tirol utvbrarlbergd, 21 September 1848
I nnBbradtc K o(pn otfe sG gnet ) .
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(!Baﬂ'm -Beitung.

Sur Belehrung ded Volfes,

feidirichen vou
E erj E v
J¥ B8, ontag den 3, Sl 1848
Politifdhe BWitterunyg in TBien
Das Wiaven ber Kafen dauert fork; geftern Hbendbs jog (idy langfam eine Maffe vor bic Mok

mung b6 aufcrortentliden papfilichen @efantten, um Ben eiligen Papa in ber Porfon feined Nunting

anfumiauen, Der Siderheitdansidhuf fidete fie jedody Tn theem Vorbaben, Exsherion Jobann ift veut:
fdrer Meichsvermefer

ThefWiener Gassenzeituagated 3 July 1848t is full of political reports so should have been taxed; but
because of the confused state of affairs in the cousspegially in Vienna) v a s 11S&d appendi®.17)

The revolutionary events of 184850 led to a temporary suspension of the tax on domestic newspapers. Kaiser
Franz Joseph | announced his enthronement to his subjects in 1848 RGB 001, and in 1849 IRG&H tbrtain

Rights that people had under the neahnounced constitution; 85 was the right of everyone to express their
opinion in speech, writing or pictures. Press censorship was abolished: however, a law against misusing the Press
would be enactedA week later it was, as 1849 RGB 16those section8-10 required publishers to be well
behaved Austrian citizens aged at least 24, and required regafard inland newspapers to make a Cautionary
Deposit forfigood political behaviodr- my paraphrae of their many words! the amount varying with the
frequency of issue and the population of the distribution area; eg 10,000 Gulden for a paper published three or
more times a week in a place with over 60,000 inhabitants, or 5,000 Gulden elsewhere.

JE 260 Donnerdtag. dem 3 1. October

1850,

The last use of the inlanmewspaper signet in 1850: 31 Octolmedtronically dewrinkled!).

A Patent dated 6 September 1850 (1850 RGB 345) gave effi@betprinciple laid down in the constitution of
equality of taxation in all the crowlands of Our Realiby abolishing taxes that had been imposed at different
rates in some crowlands on playing cards, calendars, newspapers, advertisements and announcements, and
instead levying tax at the same values in all crawmds fiwithout delay. Under this, all thes taxes were
abolished from 1 November 18%0 preamble 8lI; and instead playing cards, calendars, advertisements and
announcements were taxed, along with a tax sekaf§20) which applied§1.3) to:
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fithose newspapers published in foreign countries iamubrted to the Empire and which have a political
content; defined as those containing political news and debate and published daily or at least once per week,
with the exception of those which (a) were published more than half a year ago, or (b) agbtbroby
travellers for their own sole use.

The effect of all this was tabolish the tax on all inland newspapers from 1 November 18%Gthout actually
admitting to it in public!

Wiener

N 261 ireitog tem 1 Mevember 11540,

fiWiener Zeitung, 1 November 1850: no tax due, none pai

2.3 1850: Foreign newspapers arriving casually.

Payment of th@ kr tax on foreign newspapersays Gaubayas to be shown by a new sig@2@2mm diameter

with an ornamental design, valfigure, and tax office letter but no ZEITUNGS. It applied to newspapers arriving
as normal items of mail, sent by forwarding agents, or brought in by travellers. It should have been withdraw
on 31 October 1854; but for somesenthis 2 kr signet was ugkin Lemberg until 1876 and probably later.

1850design  Zxr W
(Vienna) signet on piece
with red French signet.
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PISMO LITERACKO-POLITYCZNE ILLUSTROWANE.

18(30)June 1876: a late use of thikr2signet on a Polish paper from Warsaw; only two specimens reco

N 42, - 21" Aunée,

ERETILL SaTNT GERNAR, 41 — 0 st for ni ainlsd var B oy B MW, bt Londres, chcs MM Bruay of Lowunat; Naglay, shes 8, oweph Bona, Ubeien.

B i, ot o e i O T S 1

L 6 UNI WdrRgance, publishe

) il PRI T

d 12 February 1853; charged 6 cents in Franc&rmindAistria.

2.4 1850: Foreign newspapers by Post Office subscription

The facility for ordering newspapers by advance subscription at a Post Office (from which you collected it) had
previously been available for inland and foreign papers. They were selected from a list issued annually by the
Postal Authorities in Viennaee for example the Briefpostordnung 1838 RGB 302 of 6 Nov,-8&7m that

law, 877 stated that the tax was included in the subscription price. For an additional paymé&nipef ¥opy

per day, payable monthly in advance, the subscifitbegaperwasell i vered t o t he subscri
see for example 1850 PVOB November 25.

Briefpostordnung, 1838 RGB 302f 6 Nov: 887584 deals with the tax on newspapers and says in part:

875: Bei jedem Postamte kann Jedermann auf jene periodische Schrétemg@#n und Journale) pranumeriren, deren
Verzeichnifd jahrlich von der k.k. obersten Hofpostverwaltung in Wien zur allgemein Kenntnif3 in Druck herausgeben wird.
Sollte Jemand auf eine in diesem Verzeichnisse nicht enthaltete auslandische Zeitung sdeiftZgiiinumieren, deren

Bezug nicht allgemein erlaubt ist, so hat derselbe vorerst die bewilligung der GBshiigle, die es betrifft, beizubringen.

875: At any post office, anyone can subscribe to those periodicals (newspapers and journals) on the list published
annually in print by the Imperial and Royal Supreme Postal Administration in Vienna for general information.
Should anyone wish to subscritsea foreign newspaper or magazine not included in this list,[fmmdvhich]
subscription is not generally permitted, they must first obtain authorization from the relevant censorship
authority.

§77: Die Pranumeration§&ebihren werden mittelst des im &twahnten Verzeichnisses jarhlich kundgemacht, und es ist
in den fur auslandische politische Zeitungen festgesetzten Gebiihren der von den Postdmtern zu bezahlende Stampelbetrag
einbegriffen.
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877: The subscription fees are published annually by means t§ttimeentioned in 8§75, and the fees set for
foreign political newspapers include the stamp duty payable by the post offices.

On 20 December 1849, the Council of Ministers decided in preparation fGethean-Austrian Postal Union

that political newspapsipublished in the German federal states would from 1 January 1850 no longer be subje
to stamp duty. In a note dated 19 December, the Minister of Commerce, Baron Bruck, asked the Ministry
Finance to implement this decision. In vain, the head of thartteent argued that the abolition of a duty could
only be achieved by means of a law and that at the very least an imperial decree with provisional legal for
would have to be issued. Doing so was unthinkable as it would imply that the pi€aisesapprovedLaw was

|l ess than perfect; and even worse it would draw

A fiYes, Ministed compromise was reached: what the Council of Ministers had decided remained the same, b
a sibylline version was chosen to be passed tloiter authorities. It said that the stamp duty wouldibeluded

in the forwarding feé@ However, since this postal service fee remained unchanged at its previous level, there we
evidently a disguised wai ver -8fHedebcabessdtlasimg culuted y .
between those who understood and implemented the changes in the recent constitutional settlements, and tl
who didndét or wouldndét because under the ol d abs

2.5 1850: The German-Austrian Postal Union

The GermasAustrian Postal Union (1850 RGB 253) came into effect on 1 July 1850. In it;58888alt with
newspapers from signatory countries ordered by advance subscription at a Posttdeawere takree but
only if ordered by this mechanism (1850 RGB 345 §8422)) all othergaidthe full foreign newspaper rate.

The tax rates for subscribéaor foreign newspapers were zero up to 31 October 1858. On 1 November 1858 the
currency changed from CM to 6W and a té2dqnew)kr was reintroduced. On 1 January 1859 it was halved,
becoming 1kr. During this period, the tax rate on domestic newspapers was zero.

There was a constafiow of decrees and regulations for the subscription service, and on the handling of
unsubsdbedfor papers and those in transit to a third country. Long lsts1006 it was 3 hardback books!
were regularly issued of the newspapers it was permitted to order; this example is the beginningl&@b8 late
list which in full contains 249 politidand 297 nofpolitical papers, in 11 different languages!
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This is the 1906 set of hardback books
containing extensive lists of inland and
foreign newspapers thet could be ordered
via your local Post Office
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_Kbln, Rreitag 6. September. (Magnud.)

Dentidye e

kﬁ‘m— _m%m o ) r%’?ﬁ&ﬂ . ....E'aE

veiter Jabrpang. 1850, R 206

avlwballc

ADeut scheo Vbt amh&lbll @egne dated 6 Septe
indicating tax (of zero) paid. AWi 0 is

2.6 1850-1852: The Control Stamp

At the end 0f1849 the Finance Ministry announced that for those papers ordered from a German State (e
Saxony, Bavaria, Prussia) no tax was now due, @ahdrol Stamp would beapplied to them to indicate this.

Gaube (see refs) quotes Frankl (see refs; Fraaklgenerally regarded as authoritative) as stating:

fiMan begann die Zeitungen aus den Landern des im April 1850 gegrindeten -@stesaichischen
Postvereins steuerfrei zu lassaagte aber das nie ausdricklicim den verschiedenen Verordnungen
sprach man, dall die Stempelabgabe fir Blatter aus diesen Landern gleichzeitig mit den
Pranumerationsgeldern eingehoben werde, hat aber diesbeziiglich nichts veranlal3t, so daf? die Zeitungen
aus dem Postvereirisusland tatsachlich ohne Stempelabgabe bliebenelegungen hat man lediglich

mit einem Kontrollstempel versehen, der jedoch keinen Geblhrenbetrag vorstellte, da ja tatsachlich ein
solcher nicht eingehoben wurde.

That is,iNewspapers from the countries of the GermAaistrian Postal Union, founded in Alp1850,

were initially exempt frortax, butthis was never explicitly state¥arious regulations indicated that the

stamp duty for newspapers from these countries would be collected along with subscription fees, but no
action was taken to enforce thisganing that newspapers from other Postal Union countries effectively
remained exempt from stamp duty. These newspapers were merely marked with a control stamp, which,
however, did not represent a fee, since no such fee was actually collected

The author of this book begs to disagree witkithis was never explicitly statéd

The Verordnungsblatt fur Posten, Eisenbahnbetrieb und Telegraphen in an instruction dated 31 December 1.
(page 313 2888P) noted that the Finance Ministry had announ@ddhthose papers ordered from a German
State (eg Saxony, Bavaria, Prussia) no tax was now due, and that a Control Stamp was to be applied to ther
indicate this.

fiControllstempel ricksichlich der in den deutschen Bundestaaten erscheinden polifistbegen.

iNach der Er°ffnung des k. k. Finanzministeriums v
sind die in den deutschen Bundestaaten erscheinden politischen Zeitungen, welche durch die k.k. Postansta
versendet werden, mit deneizheln des Kontrollstempels, jedoch in Voraussetzung der Reciprocitat, ohne
Einhebung einer Stempelgebihr zu versehen.

fiDie k.k. Oberpostverwaltungen werden demnach, mit Beziehung auf den h. o. Erlal3 vom 19. Dezember 18
Z.9115P, beauftragt, diese Zemgen nach ihrem Einlagen zu dem bezeichneten Zwecke dem betreffende
Stempelamte, unter Beibringung der Ublichen Konsignation, zu tberbringen, oder falls die Aufdriickung de
Stempels von derselben bisher selbst besorgt wurde, diel3 auch ferner unnzttddbaterkstelligen.

fiControl stamp regarding political newspapers published in the German states.

fiFollowing the decree issued by the Imperial and Royal Ministry of Finance on December 3[{K 8842 y &Es k
gives the date as December 20 although this mayhbeCouncil of Ministers making the decision, not its formal
promulgatiorj, political newspapers published in the German states and sent by the Imperial and Royal post
service are to be stamped with the control stamp, provided that reciprocity iscat@dmithout the collection

of a stamping fee.

37



The Austrian Newspaper Tax

fiThe Imperial and Royal Higher Postal Administrations are therefore instructed, with reference to the Imperial
and Royal decree of December 19, 1849, No. 9115 P, to deliver these newspapers, upon tbeeiptetant
stamping office for the designated purpose, providing the usual consignment [note]; or if the stamping has
previously been carried out by the postal service itself to continue to do so directly.

|Examples of Control Stamps (scanned from physical copies): Briinn, Eger, Marienbad, Prague, Tepl‘tz.
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AAllgemeine Zeitunyfrom Augsburg in Bavaria, dated 6 August 1852 with Wi control sta

The use of this Controllstempel on advasabscription newsgpers from Postal Union countries was thought to
have ceased after 6 December 1852, a normal post office cancellation being used instead. thewesdr,
illustrationshows it in use in Vienna on 5 January 1853

Koczy GEGs ki on page 42 explains that the Ministerial
instructions on implementing it didnét appear unt.i |
Austria (1852 PVOB 102 3Dec Zahl_8400_P; nadn line) and 31 December for Lombardy and Venetia
[Decision arrived 11 December, issued to L&V on 31 December as 1852 CVO Lon€¥er < Circular
Verordnung). In 1852, 31 December was a Friday so Control Stamps on dates up to 10 January are nag'surprisin
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fiAllgemeine Zeitungfrom Augsburg in Bvaria, dated 5 January 1853 with Wi control star
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These are the heading and baedyt of 1852 PVOB 102

Bank M

wmemE Berordnunasblatt

M T

mrrmnitungﬁ;m:tgt oes ﬁﬁmud]tfd;m Handelsminifierinms,

Mebiglst i Hankeliminifferium.
N 102, Hreitag ben 30, pl:jrllll:

Amhasle a: P —

!:I':ltium bes 5nnttnlftﬂmmli' e wie in ben dentfdhen ’nﬂ-
- veceinsftaaten exfeinenden politifen Deitongen. -

| Babl 8400-P, 144

- Xm Einverftindniffe mit bem £ L ‘i’fhmsmfnlﬁ:ﬂ'm fl be-
fbloffen morben, bie fn ben beutfdhen Poftvereindfinaten erfdieinen-
ben politifhen Seitungen, welde einer Stimpelgebihe nidit ungers
liegen, Hinftig nicht mebyr, wie e8 bidher gefdheben {jf, mit bem Beiungd-
Routrolljtampel, fonbern nur mit bem gewdhnlichen poftdmelidyen
Stampel begeicdmen ju laffen.

Sene £ F Poftimter, welde folde Jeitungen unmittelbar von
ben beutfden Poftdmtern exbalten, Haben benfelben vor ber Hinauss
gabe an bie Parteien, und vor ber Weiterfenbung ben Poftftampel
bentlich aufubriden.

. Die £ £ Dbecpoftbireftion ju Berona, und die £ E Pojibivel-
| tiomen, in beren Beyicken eingelne Pofmeer yum Bepufe ber Bejeidh-
‘mung ber ermwibnten Jeifungen mit Rontroliftampeln verjehen mwerben
find, Baben bie Burfifftellung ber [lefteren an bie betreffenben £ E
ﬁ‘hﬂﬂjﬁ Brben ju veranlaffen. j

ﬁ;bmlth u;mmuﬂ audbriudlidh erinmert, baf burdy bie gegens
:Iirtigr Worfdrife die aufechald ber beutihediecreidijhen Pojtuers
_.gﬂﬂmm erfdeinenden, ber Stampelgebihr unterliegenben politijd en
& driften nidht berifre merben, in beren Mebandlung Taber vor-

Taufig Feine Yenberung einjutreten hat.

", '...'%tm ben 22, Dejember 1852,

DD i

Translated, it says: o
Elimination of the control stamp for political newspapers published in theGerman postal union states.

In agreement with the Imperial and Royal Ministry of Finance, it has Beeided that political newspapers
published in the German Postal Union states, which alengersubject to a stamp duty, will no longer be
marked with the newspaper control stamp, as has been the case up to now, but only with the ordinary post off
cancel

Those Imperial and Royal Post Offices which receive such newspapers directly from the German Post Offic
must stamp theradlearlywith thecancelbefore distributing them to the parties and before forwarding them.

The Imperial and Royal Postal Directorate in Verona and the Imperial and Royal Postal Directorates in who
districts individual post offices have been provided with control stamps éopuainpose of identifying the
aforementioned newspapers must arrange fan tieebe returned to the relevant Imperial and Royal Financial
Authorities.

It is expressly recalled, moreover, that the present regulation does not affect political journalegobliside
the GermarAustrian Postal Union states and subjedatation and therefore, for the time being, no changes
need be made to their treatment.

Vienna, 22 December 1852.
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As usual, the instruction was separately issued in Lombardy, afRi&B32 om 427

421,
CIRCULAR-VERORDNUNG
der Finanz-Praefectur vom 30. Dezember 1852 Z. 24093

an stinmtliche Finans-Inlendenzen und an das Central-Stempelamt,

womil der besondere Controllstempel der stempelfreien auslindischen
Zettungen ausser Anwendung gesetst wird. '

Das hohe k. k. Finanzministerium hat befunden, den besonderen Controll-
stempel besiiglich der ¥ erbrauchsabgabe, welche von ausliindischen Zeitungen mittels
des Stempels erhoben wird, fiir die stempelfreien Zeitungen ( §. 22 des Gesetses
vom 6. September 1850 ) ausser Anwendung su setzen,

Diese Zeitungen sind im Hinkunft nur mit dem géwihnlichen Stempel des
Grenzpostamtes, an welches die gedachten Zeitungen von den deutschen Postiimtern
anmittelbar gesendet werden, su versehen.

Welches ein —=—— k. k. =——==—in Folge Ministerial-Erlasses vom 11. I. Mts.
Z. 43587-2993 bekannt gegeben wird.

= The kuk Finance Ministry have decided to withdraw the Control Stamp; henceforth the ordinary office canceller
shall be applied taewspapers from th@erman Postal Union
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fiAllgemeine Zeitungfrom Augsburg in Bavaria, dated 7 November 38&th Post Office cancedf
ZEITUNGSEXPED / WIEN 9/11 indicating tax (of zero) paid
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fAllgemeine Zeituriyfrom Augsburg in Bavaria, dated 3 July 1854 with Post Office caf\S#EN?]
ZEITUNGS-EXPED 5/7 indicating tax (of zero) paid
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The Cautionary Degosit detailsverechangedoy 88 1314 of the Press Law of 27 May 1852 (1852 RGB 122),
eg, a weekly paper in a 40,0p@ople place had to deposit 3,500 Gulden C.M.

The office code letters recorded as used in the Controllstempéh d@ine table in théil803 the Tax returrs
section above.

Bel ow are eight O6specimendé control st amp sillegibla | |
inscription, in the same handwriting for all. Best guess istiese documentgere made centrally, but this could
have been either before thlampswere distributed or after they were withdraamd returned.

252.4{..:51?. ﬁ

Tl K .
i ) AT L

e ; | e
|| e é ﬁc}u

Br = Brilnn E = Eger F = Freiwaldau K = Karlshad

M = Marienbad N P = Prague Tt = Teplitz Tro = Troppau
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2.7  1853: From Control Stamp to adhesive tax stamp

The Ministries of Finance and of Commerce had for some time disenssing changes to the systems for
handling taxable documents. By 1852, Minister Baumgartner had become head of both ministries, and the
numerous objections to any change disappeared as if by magic. He decreed on 6 December 1852 that the control
stamp bould be abolished and replaced by a cancel, soon specified as the normal cancel of the Post Office
concerned (the Newspaper Section, if it had one). Adhesive newspaper tax stamps {ffeef) were to be
introduced for norsubscription foreign paperthese typically arrived in a Kreuzband or wrapper, or were
brought in by travellersThis green 2 Kreuzer newspaper stamp was theafitsesivaevenuestamp of Austria,
appearing 17 months before the first docummemwenuestamp

The Staatsdruckerei misunderstood the requirement, and produced samples for asps@agkesign. In a
clarification of December 23, 1852, thesere given a clearer instruction. The first Newspaper Tax adhesive

stamp (the &r green) was introduced on 1 March 1853 as a way of paying the tax on foreign newspapers not
ordered by Post al Uni on subscri pt i dhesive aguwetlyklane z y Es k
through a lowprofile Erlass, Z.48300 of 27 Jaary, and a lengthy instruction from the Hasiministerium,

1853 PVOB February 21 Z.562R.0 c z y Es Kk i 0 b s e r v-rewlutionhreturn tovabsolltisnt theee p o st
was no need for consultations, discussions etc.

l 1853 issue, type
la, on the
[llustrated

London Newsf

June 3 1854.
Cancelled at the
newspaper
section of the
Post Office in
Linz.

The stampds desi gn -Hungarsang doabkheaded eagle ih the nhidelle, And sntthe outer
double frame Kais. K. Zeitungs Stampel, while the bottom line contains the value indication, and the corners
have small ornaments. The colour was a green made by mixing the yellow and blue inks that were already in use
for the definitive stamps. It exists only in Type Itween the beak and the crown ribbon

of the lefthand eagle there is a small coloured spot. There are two subtypBgoédpn
{above}in which the Z in Zeitungds drawn correctly, ie with a small vertical line at the
top; the letter 6 in Kon has no prasion; the cross of the imperial orb is more or less
connected to the right eagle wing. (Bype Ib {left} in which the Z in Zeitungsis
deformed, i.e. the small line at the end of the top ebasss thickened and slanting, and

on the frame line abowike Z there is a small coloured dot; there is a small coloured dot
on the right side of the 6 in Kén; the cross of the imperial orb isstie®ding. The Post
Offices had to attach the adhesives to incomingPostalUnion papersThe detailed instructianare contained

in the Verordnungsblatfur die Verwaltungszweige des 6sterreichischen Handelsministeruaiusne | page
1035 nr 21, dated Sunday 27 February 188% use of théno-zEITUNGS 0 2 kr signetgintroduced in 1850 for
casual arrivals of forgn papersgeased on Novemberl854, when adhesive documentary revenue stamps were
issued for the first time, and the fiscal paptmping offices close@ee 1854 RGB 070 and 1854 RGB 248
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My, an. Eamitan ben 26, September. 1857, 2. Dabrgang.

fikremser Wochenblditan inland paper, dated 26 Sep 1857 with blue Mercury
postage stamp (type llIb) cancelled at St Polten on theNtY tax due; none paid

MARDI 5 SEPTEMBRE 1834,

A French newspaper, taxed 6 centimes there and a furttexs?2an incoming nen
Postal Union papef.853 issue, type I&rakau cancel on the Austrian stamp.

2.8 1858: The Inland and Postal Union newspaper tax returned on 1 Jan

On 23 October 1857, Imperial Ordinance 1857 RGB ®&@s issued, changing the provisions of 1850 RGB 345
with effect from 1 January 1858. §83lreintroduced a tax on the cautidepositing inland newspapers if they
appearedidaily or at least once each weéelnd contained qualifying material (eg politic&ws). It was charged

on the main page of each copy at the rate of 1kr. If on any day no main part was issued but a supplement v
that was taxed instead! The tax had to be paid with a signet before the item was printed; the printer had to br
the blark paper to the Office for the signet to be stamped on each sheet, and the newspaper had tosaeprinted
thatfithe signet appears on the first of the pages which are liabledto tax

This requirement for prprinting the signets by taking the newsprinthe tax office remained true in theory
much longer than in practice. Even before the introduction efedlpresses, the logistics of transporting sheets
of paper become increasingly nightmarish as the print runs rose: all the references agreeathat fienthe
system had to changand did. For exampl@/iiller 6 Bie Postmarken von Osterreici1927 (as translated by

J Giblin) says on page 34®At first the application of the signet took place on the inland newspaper by printing
on the still uprinted paper, later partly on the already prepared newspaper by machines provided with a numeric
valued (this must be a signétprinter coupled to a mechanical counti@mally with the newspapers produced

on the rotary presses by printing the sigaethe same time as printing the newspape€kalcsics in Die
Briefmarke 1/1992 says on p41, when discussing the procedures ofil@58ewspapers with larger editions

the stamper and a counter were mounted on the printing@ress.
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Sections 4and5 of 1857 RGB 207 stated that foreign newspapers falling under § 22 of 1850 RGB 345 were to
be taxed as if they were inland papéesthose subscribefbr from member countries of the Austi@erman

postal treatyKropf (see Refs) states that Verordnung Z.248683 of 8 December 1857 added the Italian states.

The tax was levied as part of the subscription for the newspaper at a post office. When calculating the amount to
be forwarded by the Post Office to the publisher, the amount of the tax on the newssatuelbevdeducted from

the pricepaid by the subscherand passed on to the Taxman. When the copies had arrived and were distributed,
they received a postal cancellation only: NOT a signet. This is different from the proceduiediaiy-ordered
newspapers; these would normally be posted in a wrapper ost@ndsand were taxed akRby the application

and cancellation of al& Newspaper Tax Stamp.
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Allgemeine Zeitunfrom Augsburg in Bavaria, dated 22 June 185 Wwiost Office cancel
POSTAMTSZEITUNGSEXP / LEMBERG (Klein 7906a) indicating tax ofkt paid.

iL 6 1 | | wsated B3tAugash1859 with Post Office cancel K.K.O. PORTAZEIT.
EXP. / Prag indicating tax (of 1 kr) paid. It also has 2 French newspaper tax signets, ¢
and 1% cents. French newspapeydPostOffice-subscription are unusual at this date.

Readers may wonder why most of the examples come from a small number

of newspapers, not a random selection of the 500 -plus that were available.

In this per  fod, householders were encouraged to buy bound copies of each

half -year 6s i ssues of the mor e protwsobkiggod mths p U
family bookcase 0. When [ ater generations di sposed
contents, the bound volumes found their w ay to antique shops and thence

to the Saturday morning flea -mar ket at Vi ennads -Mab#eh
delight of modern collectors!
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2.9 1858 New design of signet in black and red

On 14 November 1857 the Finance Ministry produced an Erlass (1857 RGB 221niegpl .
in considerabl@letailhowthe Imperial Will (as set forth in 1857 RGB 207) was to be carr
out. [See appendid.1§ From 1 January 1858, an inland newspaper was to receive Y -
BLACK signet on the first page of the main part; the supplements (including those isst
days when no main sheet appeared) were to have RED signets.

The signe(*) shows a double eagle in a 19% mm single circle, with no date or indication of the amount of the
tax. Hence from 1 Jaawy 1858 it had the value of 1 Kreuzer Conventions Minze (C.M). After the monetary

reform it had the value of 2 Nédreuzer from 1 November 1858 to 31 December 1858 (2 months) and after the
tax reduction on 1 January 1859 it had the value of tRteuzer.Stamped newspapers from the first year 1858

- especially from the last two monthare relatively rare. Although another new design of signet was introduced

in 1885, this signet was not fully withdrawn and can be found still in use after 1890.
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Masthead ofiDie Pressé for 4 May 1858with signet nr 153; this is before the currency
reform so its value is kr CM. Printed in Vienna on greyishhite paper.
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fiSalzburger Kirchenbladtfor 11 November 1858: therdonth period when the signet had
value of 2(Neu)kr.

Each signet has an individual number. During the very first years they were used as handstamps; later the sic
was fastened to a stamping mae&hiifhe benefit of using a stamping machine was that the machine had an
automatic counter, so that the stamped papers could easily be accounted for. This was obviously not poss
when a handstamp was used, which allowed fraud. In theory, the signetaéetion 1885 (see later) were given
numbers starting at one more than the highest 1858 number: i.e. no number of tdesig§b&ignet was to be
reused by the later 1885 signet. Exceptions are known.

INote the small dAinward8cpockti ngevandtesovsatuld @
signet from various designs of reverf@ice cancellers.
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The specimen form in the Erlass (shown ab®hews one day, on which 32,000 sheets were used of which
15,000 received black and 17,000 red signets. Thefta8320is calculated on 17,000 copias60kr to the

Gulden- the currency of 1857 when the Erlass was issued albeit not that of 1858 when it came intGigéact!

the requirement to signet both main and supplementary sheets, this confirms that ALL supplements were
supposed to receive raignets. It could have been either one supplement with each main sheet, and a small
edition of2,000 later or 15,000 morning copies and 17,000 evening supplements, but the numbers do not balance
unless althe supplements had red signets irrespective efwilnthe day they appeared.

A further point is that the Erlass talkstd@uptblattandNebenblattA main newspaper can include supplements,
eg with adverts or announcements, classdteilageor Beiblatt these were not charged for nor were they taxed
(there was a tax on the adyver Nelkesbatthewetesis ebandrgefdir hat 6 s
newspaper with material aimed at local readership, published by a-ciricdation newspaper called the
Hauptblattbut available for separate purchase. Nabenblatican be distributed with the main newspaper or
separatgl; sometimes it had a name different from the name oHdneptblatt Similarly, anAbendblattor
Abendausgabés an evening paper also purchasable separately (on Sundays, it was common to issue only an
evening paper). The rule was that each taxed copyntdiin paper entitled the publisher to print one copy of an
associatedNebenblator Abendblattax-free; but additional printings were taxable.

'g@"

it |

732
VYENERDY 20 APRILE 1859 NUM. 17,

POGLIO O ANNUNE) DELLA GAEZRTE DI SANTOVE

Red signet nr 58 on the Announcements part of a 29 April 1859 newspaper from M
which remained Austrian until the loss of Venetia despite being nominally part of Lomk
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), (Brilage 3u Me. 61.)

15 dlmen.

Sebingungen: :
mi: _1,&@}%5,!_&_1!_&._ monatlhid 1 1 @ k. Gonv., Mae. _ _?r]:tilitinn :

Tagesbote aus Bohmelated Monday 1 March but no year is stated: however thatlakay,
combination only occurs on 1858, 1869, 1875 etc. The subscription prices are gi
ConventionsMiinze, which was superseded on 1 November 1858: so it must be 1 NM&&th
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Oesterreichisches Journabendausgahe23 June 1871, with red signet as prescrib
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Politik, Abendblatt, 7 June 1887, stamped in red with tkesignet issued in 1885
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2.10 1858: Blue signets?

Most sources (eg Gaube, Tettinek, Burian, Ferchenbauer) state that a new practice was introduced on the same

date(1 Januarni858: a blacksignet was to be applied to regular newspaper editions, a red one to evening editions

and a blue one to extra editions. However, in practice this was rarely done; most signets are black. Blue signets
are especially rare. The Finance Ministry Erlass (186BR21) does not even mention blue, far less make

provision for it.

But blue signets do occur... Below is an Extra Edition ofNaees Wiener Tagblatated 26 April 1879 showing
drawings (by Makart?) and the list of floats for the great processiondatbarRing to mark Franz Joseph and

Si s

Mintert has discovered trenswer: dinance Ministry Erlass was issued on 8 July 1859 (ref. Z.31135) which

si 6s si

ST
Preis 10 Ir.
aes s
Wheedan, | . . Bk

Weanhtian:
Wik, Biranebd We 0, | Saf
iBagrm e T Tiiiees

Pmebiiion, Wenbihration,
q-hl.ﬂ-ﬂirﬂl: e
Binky, Sdmiphia br Wi, 17

o b Bl den g
:Ink"::l:mh'-'ul L TIPS
wr
Bt i
::'n.:lluq Hl = ". Wkl
% i E BT
lr1|r;lr!rl'|.ll||ll i

Haaz lii

wfBEiEtr Eried
mridgrilll

|l ver wedding.

leues Wiener ool
u a Bl RS
’ et S e

Criva-Uusdgabe.

e, 115.

Mien, den 25 April

C Preis 10 T,
‘BrannnrraHoadpaeic:

amended the 1857 Erlass. This statats para 4thatSpecial editions of a daily mspaper, which are not issued
with the Hauptblatt itself, enjoy the tax exemption, as it is applied to other Nebenblattesame must be

furnished with a blue SignetThey can also be issued without a Signet, if the publisher within 24 hours after the

issue informs the Finanzbezirksbehérde and includes a copy of the publication, and includes the confirmation of

t he

Fi nan

zcassa, t hat hal f of t he amount

share of its monthly newspaper tax een paid at the Finanzcassa

Fraisin
T @ b el
Pl

Frmidnh umi
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lllustrovany Kuryrfor 18 April 1894: blue signetmost unusually, on a morning editio
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2.11 1858: the November currency change

1857 RGB 101 records the Currency Treaty between many European countries signed in Vientenaar24
1857 and ratified by Austria on 30 April 1857. Under this, Audthisngary was to change and decimalise its
currency fromCM - Conventionsmiinze (1 Gulden made from 11.6935 grams of silver and divided into 60
kreuzer) tadOW or O.W. - Osterreichisher Wahrung (1 Gulden made from 11.1319 grams of silver and divided
into 100 Neukreuzervery soon rechristened Kreuzéf). Details of the new coinage were given in 1857 RGB
169 dated 19 September 1857; the changeover and conversianddates were announced in 1858 RGB 063
dated 27 April. The formal change was on 1 November 1858.

The conversion rate was 100 Gulden CM = 105 Gulden OW, so the Finance Minister, von Bruck, had propos
that the kr and 2kr CM rates (which strict arithmetigould make 1% and 3% Nkr) be rounded down to 1% and
ANk r . (See KoczyEski pl183). However Parliament di
to 2kr OW for inland (and prerdered Postal Uniomewspapers, kr OW for foreign[?].

previous design (ie double eagle with large crown and small shield in square), but with
frame lines and wider frame, and circles instead of rosettes in thexorhervalue of the " 7§

(undenominated) signet used on inland and Postal Union papers was redefinkd s 2
(Verordnung Z.17952938 of 31 August 1858). l\‘\-.,

These rises are 14%, calculated in grams of silver, but were popularly regarded as a doubling

in price- and newspaper sales collapsed. The newspaper industry pleasedl ruin, so the taxes were halved
from 1 January 185F], and the signet ree-defined as kr. Official newspapers, and also trade, scientific, or
professional journals provided thegd no advertisements or announcements, were exempt from tax.

The 4kr adhesive stamp was invalidated at the end of Deceb@&&{Verordnung Z.25851

6195 of 23 Nov 1858and officially used up with the value ofk. A few are found genuinely
altered at Bdenbach in ink from 4 to 2. Signets were of necessity used on all inland papers until
the issue of the bluekir adhesive on 1 January 1859, and various designs of signets remainec
in use until the end of the taxation of newspapers.

A 4 kr brown adhesive stamp was issued, valid from 1 November 1858; it is similar 16"!@
i

Note that newspapers with thé&dadhesive from the correct usage period (the 2 months) are unknokyrovat

4 kr newspapers are from the period after 1.1.59 when the adhesive was reusdd aalae2 Newspapers as
late as 1873 are known with &dadhesive! It can safely be assumed thakawith a fiscal cancel, OR one
cancelled in Triest, was used a Xr. If it has a norilriest postal cancel from November or December without
a year date, then it MIGHT be the leagught genuine Kr usage from the last two months of 1858.

THE

LONDON JOURNAL:

SAnd EHeekly BVecord of Lierrature, Scimer, and Fri,

i T~V TIIL) FOR THE WEIK ENTUNG JANTANY 14 fis

The London Journdbr 15 January 1859: K used in Trieste as 2 kr.
As fithe weekly record of literature, scienceandiart s houl dnét r ea

! See page 35 diThe silver yardstick by G. Fryer and J. Whiteside, supplement to the London Philatelist vol 112 of
December 2003. It is noral for such numbers to have unrealisable values.

21858 RGB 102 of 8 July, faithfully if belatedly restated for the Post Office staff in 1858 PVOB 49 Z.17955
2938 dated 31 August

#1858 RGB 217 and 1858 PVOB page 930 Z.258535
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2.12 1859: The 1 kr adhesive

Because of the urgency, the clichés of the were reused for the production of the blue 1 kreuzer value. The
horizontal bar of the figure 4 was removed by hand from each cliché, transforming it into a 1. Each of the 400
clichés shows slight differences in thestpokes of the 1; the illustration shotm adhesives and their numerals

f10, digitally enlarged. This provisional is called Type | in the literature.

——

9« Zeitungs- <

|

*-:
l 1 I{I'l‘llzﬂ..l'o@

> Kais, Kon.<
L3

This provisional issue was quite soon replaced by a 1 kreuzer stamp made from a new matrix which differs from
the old one mainly by the compéetietachment of the ribbon from the beak of theHaftd eagle. It is called

Type Il in the literature. Newspapers prior to 1860 with a Type Il stamp are relatively rare; the earliest one known
is from December 1859. As the new newspaper tax stamps coulge delivered to all offices of the K.K.
monarchy in time, the officials used document or advertisement tax stamps instead.

A 2 kreuzer adhesive was also produced in brown, and issued from 1 January 1859 for the taxation of foreign
newspapers. Variougpes and plates of these can be distinguished by the vertical distances between two stamps;
and many colour shades are found. From 1864, this was printed on paper with the watermark
ZEITUNGSMARKEN.

Following the issue of the Kr adhesive, its area of application was soon considerably expanded. A
Finanzministerialerlasse of 4 January 1859 (Z.69756 of 1858) orderedllttietse offices which held signet
hand-cancellers fa stamping domestic newspapers, but did not have a stampifngachine with an integral

numerical counter, were to hand back their signet and would be provided with the Br adhesive stamps.

These were to be fastened by the publishers to the newspaperrandrtbelled by the office with its office seal.

By analogy with the newspaper postage adhesives, the publishers would have had to pay for them on issue. This
innovation was in the interest of financial security: control of Hagld signetéidepended on themployment of
trustworthy and honest persons, who were rare and exp@ndiue control of physical material was cheap and
effective. (See KoczyGEski p189) .

A eitmeritzer W ochenblatt

gu allem .‘:l-r--‘;' b
Udliffenswerthen fiir Stadt ud Hand,
Mr. 17. Samflag am 28, April 1866, Eiffter Jalrgang.

Tichid Wihatt erfbeint alle Esmfaoge Boemiitagd 11 Whr, Yefler bn forn ganil&beig 3 0, bvalbjibrig | A 68 Ty, wiegtetfabrig T8 .
wamadiil 08 P dfr Anfenbsss ihr Baal seestid A B Defieer Phkrres ¢ omid Malsirdestuns, sasildfeda 0 8 B0 e be fhiERars 00 SR

Leitmeritz Wochenblator 28 April 1866: 1kr tax paidby type IIb 1859 adhesive
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Auno 1860.

INEEREIONT
@i Aveiai pul Momifore, pngherapns ersals 4,
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41 egmt mrene. — 6| putiho tettd | plo, | t.'*" /7
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Monitore Toscandor 6 November 1860, taxed 2 kr; with the dumb cancel o
Vienna Head Post Office.

AUINEIRME VOLUME N' 752. — Quinze centimes. I DELEMURE 1886

SEMAINE DES ENFANTSzz

MAGASIN [MMAGES ET DE LECTURES AMUBANTES ET INSTRUCTIVES.
PUBLICATIEN DF CH. LAMURE, IMPRIMEUR & BAWIE,

Op abanps & Parss : as Mgress dy faerzal, chey 8. Lakera, dd(r, Tos de Flesre, v & 18 tbmirs de M8, L Bpabete =1 £%, Banlrr
Ratwl-Germais, 17, ol cbni loas |vw Lirpirin de Prase ol di PESranger. = Las abdnnmments ss proneeel dn i~ de dhagss mels v Purin,
win mal, @ 0 mn o, 00 Ir.; pour Jew dépuriements, iy main, @ frg R AR 10 Y = Ly manuseriy bfposts pe amd pue podin

T T =

La Semaine des Enfanfsublished in Paris on 12 December 1866. Taxed 2 K
cancelled KK CENTRALSTEMPELVERSCHLEISMAGAZIN

-

lllustriertes FamilierJournal an importe paper, probably a weekly so publishg
in October 1863. Post Office Newspaper Duty cancel at Prague.
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2.13 1877: redesigned adhesive issue

In 1877 the design of the stamp, while retaining the same colours for both values, underwent a slight change,
whose mest prominent features are a larger centre shield and a smaller crown. Subtypes exist, as follows:

a) The 1kr with flat and with pointed figure 1; both types coexisting on the same plate, with the pointed 1 being
much the scarcer variety;

b) The 2kr with normaland with noticeably enlarged figure 2; the latter occurs on a separate uniform plate
setting and is hard to find.

The colour range is fairly wide, but of special interest is the ultramarine shade of the 1 kr, an elusive and expensive
stamp, and thus one which is occasionally confused with common shades in attacks of wishful thinking. The
paper has the watermark ZEIT@ESMARKEN from 1864; paper with the watermark WECHSEL was used
simultaneously in 1883.

done I8, zai 1590, Roénik XXV
1877 1kr ek b el iy
adhesive fir e
on Czech '_d :J.gr-’.t.l' wrgend s
newspaper i 0 o pibi e
of 1890 % R il oo il
o i -
1877 2kr
LUNDI i* ET MARD] 2 SEPTEMBEX 2880 adheSIve
type Ib on
a French

newspaper

S TRIBUNAIN

2.14 1885: The last signet design

The last signet design was issued in 1885 (1885 RGB 1&hvted a double eagle in a double circle, with no
inscription value or date. According to the RGB, the inner circle is 15 mm and the outer 21 mm; however all
other sources give the outer diameter as 21% mm. The outer circle is itself double, with adtidkia line.

The signet number is at the bottom; the value is 1 kr. A smaller version of this signet with 19 mm outer diameter
was (according to Frahkintended for use on thegemdenblatin Vienna; but examples are unknown except for

a small newspapeutting and one copy in the Miinzkabinet.

@ Deutsches

oo S Etholn 0 Bar el Volksblatt
1 kr tax paid
cuffe nlhﬁhlu
_-“;1;“ Pevguni lul-lnqlmn
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2.15 1887: a 2 kr signet

In 1887, RGB 061 dated 13 May promulgated a Verordnung of the Finance Ministry
announced the |ntroduct|on of a modified doutikele signet worth Xr specmcally for use "

meticulously specified21%2 mm outer diameter double C|rcle having the outer line thlck
the inner fine; 15 mm finaner single circle; eagle in fine lines without shading having ain ==

Arabic 2 in its central shield; number at the foot between two arabesques; inscription in Roman capitals.
As no foreign newspaper signetted at Lemberg from this year has been found tseefaajris to be checked
which signet number(s) Lemberg used. The die number 8 shown is for Vienna: see below.

2.16 1890: another new adhesive design introduced

On 25 May 1890, Finance Ministry Verordnung 1890 RGB 092 announced -
introduction of a new 2kr (seesection 4.4iTaxation of a loose or bound bundle @ /'
newspape® and of a changed design of thkrland2 kr adhesives. All were describe
in wordy detail. The 2&r was to be 28 x 22 mm, and perforated (line Eid13 are
known); the colour was vamiisly described as red and carmine. Theldrown and xr
green were 2%22 mm, with the value printed ifiMediavatAntiqua fond! The
watermark of the kr and 2kr was ZEITUNGSMARKEN whereas the paper of th
25kr was different and itavatermark is STEMPEIMARKEN, the same as thq
documentary tax adhesives

Koczy GEGski (p642) nandStwatstricketei which requested thenFénantkonfinistry that as
well as introducing a new 2& adhesive the design of thekdand 2kr should be changed. The painter Rudolf
Bernt produced the designs, and otieey were engraved a set of colour trials was printed in light green, dark
green, blue, brown, carmine and brermed. The carmine was selected for the 25 kr, the darker green fokithe 2
and the brown for the 1 kr. The Miinzekabinett has a copy of thardoials, a part of ifinscribed 1 June 1890)

is shownbelow.

Original is
mar k eg
June 1
in pencil at
top right
just outside
the image.
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1kr 1890 adhesive used on an inlg 2kr 1890 adhesive used on a foreg

paper: the fAMahrischer Grenzbote paperiiLaLecture au Foyarpublished. in

published at Iglau on 26 June 18 Paris on 27 June 1891. Ddahguage

Cancelled by overprinting canceliK.K. Tabak und Stempéflagazin
in Prag / eto.

2.17 1890: the 2 kr signet in Vienna

The final paragraph oferordnung 1890 RGB 092 extended the use of tkesiynet to the Central Stamping
Office in Vienna from 1 June. Dies 4and11 are known to have been used in Vienna; dies 2, 3, 5, 8, 10, 12,
and 13 are also found used, almost certainly also in Viermthere is no record of their approval for use
elsewhere. See also Gaube Vol 1 p 10.

Mluftriertes Samilienblatt, — scnee s Gl Seil 1853,
Eanrani L WirPislid b BoliheMen s AL EE e R A8 B i e . B ARk R 4 R S - ik

fiDie Gartenlaubé, an extremelhcommon foreign newspaper; this issued in 1896. Ti
copyhas two Zr signets, used on the top copy of a bundle of 4 single German issu
This meant that the other copies had no indication of the tax being paid, so the bu
must have been a monthdés worth for a
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2.18 1898: the Czech language signet

A Czech language version of th&rddoublecircle signet was introduced in late May 1898 for
use on newspapefprinted in the Bohmian languagé (see 1898 RGB 095). It has C. K.
NOVIN KOLEK instead of K.K. ZEITUNGSSTEMPEL,; the outer circle can be heavy or
light. This signet was issued to the tax offices in Prag, Budweis, Briinn, Olmitz, Mahr. Ostrau
Kremsier and Holleschau; the aattand Mintert know the numbers 1, 2, 3, 4, &n846 used

(but not which was used where).
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atirricko-palitisk e n'ur'ukn.-}" {pdenniic pra Ud

Varijal haidee sies — ¥ _p-_..h..upl.- i bl T

bnbci' puﬁi nunl rwdlu mﬂﬂ nmﬂnm a chudjm.

This Czech signet is somewhat rare, because as laid down in 1899 RGB 261 of 27 Decetnbeé 189

geflempelten Salenber bed [ahred 1900, wenn die-

Befeh vom 27. December 1899,

betreffend die Mufhebung ved Jeitungs: und
Halenderjtempels.

Wit Huftimmung beiber DHaujer des Reids-
ratfesd finbe Jdh anguorbnen, wie folgt:
8 L

Der Jeitungs- und Kalenberftempe! wich vom
1. Jdnner 1900 an aujgehoben.

§ 2.
Die Hegierung wird ermdditigt, bis Endbe Sep-
tember 1900 fiir bie Bi2 babin nidit verfaujten,

jelben Teine Spur eined Gebrandies an fidy tragen,
ben entridjteten Stempelbetrag unter finngemager
Beobaditung ber im §. 19 bed faiferlichen Patentes
pom . September 1850, M. @&, BL Nr. 845, fejt-
gefesten Vorfidyten bar riidzuvergiiten.

gi 3*
Mit bem Volljuge biefed Glefepes it Dein
Finangminijter betraut,

Wien, am 27. December 18090,

Lrany Joleplh m. p.
Wittet m. p. Jortajd) m. p

and belatedly confirmed in 1900 PTVOB 001 dated 1 Jaril@09 but published on 4 January,

The newspaper tax was abolished
from 1 Jan 1900.
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2.19 1899 - Last Day Cancels

The ANNO web site has the facility to see the first pages of imminent issues. This is the beginning of the page
for 1 January 19Qand by clicking on the first paper then using the >> to move along one can see which papers
have signets. As youbd expect, none of these have
Imperial Library often doublystampet)

Weitere Titel in den nachsten 7 Tagem:

1. Jamear §500 1. farper 1800

¥, Jaraar 1000

Hmmmﬂ‘.qmmuu

1. jwruar 7800 1. e 1500 1. |wrar 1830 1. v 1500

Mﬁh

Srancaisbon,  Seitung
1. I 1500 1. Iy 1RG0 . Jarsumr 1500
(AT AR A

The similar page with thpapers published on 31 December 1899 shows that some that probably ought to be
signetted are not; a few are, mostly relatively obscure titles. Most of these have the signet at the bottom right
corner; for these il | ust todhe topright and dnl§ the nasghead remihesl.ct r o n i

@mﬂ*eicbmﬁ ¢

Jltufrier

'l-|:l Hiwn .

Iirle 2 eilung

He 12, — gh 1 = ‘:.':d,:E.m e """-- Wien, 31, December 1099,  =cmoil SEETTASa  |E Jahrgang,

i ln:nl L) g ey it Bt bof e
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Nr. 361, Lwow. Niedziela dnia 31. Grudnia 1899. Rok ITVIL

Frennmersts.

W Lwwwsie 1 :
f.-i'm.l.l 1zl 0,
wartalels § , 80 |
[y m'yh‘uiﬂai
L T ;&uﬂpmh.
Numer B sl
Ha prowisajit

,
Wisrlgiznin l:l mﬂ-

“awwas* Wychodzi codziennie, nie witaezajae niedziel i $wigt, o godz B=Tand
Wisspiakdt Bl b Fleney b i ﬁp{rll{ﬁi} * "'-:-5_:‘1,",‘

e — sﬂ zg:g::-arnr-umq:.. | e l-ma-%13 L plpre. ummr{ﬂ"zh L of

:.h:ln:lﬂ’lnrlq\u Iduﬂ-n; m "‘l uﬁ.m% I.. W T g TNl

R 4181, ﬁmﬂag, 81. December 1899,

Rorarlberger Suthutt

(vormals ,Bregenjer Tagblatt* und ,Borarlh, Freie Runbdjdhau”.)

Deuf[d-freifinniges Prgan fiir dbas Jand PorarlBerg.
Exfcheint, Sonms und Seleriage ausgenommem, tdglidh 6 Uhe Abends, — Somstag-Tummer als Modenausgabe.

On 1 January 1900 signetting ceased. However, the Bukowindr Rundsabastill applying a signet on 3
January! Perhaps they had already had the sheets signetted, so might as well use them. The big black mark is
of a letter W.

Bitowinacr Fundjdan,

s b el et Erideint tiglidy Setresns

o, Bepguwina: Soniibuti 13 L. buibilinlh s | WE Wadnafme ber oul Goene gnb Geivly | f mim
_Iﬂilh—dillrh:ﬂmmm felgenden Tange, ::‘u-muhu.
T gl 8 e, bailifile, ot

™ Webution mnd Dimisifitabion i

!lrnn:r-.nnul-tﬂﬂrl e, 3 fie B, s Sl
ﬁmh.wuﬂ--ﬂ - a. Eslapire-Porbisiuny v §7.

e, 3210, Ezernowty, Mittwed, den 3. Janmer 1900,
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3 Newspaper Tax anWéoebhaady

Lombardyand Venetia have a compléistory, reflected in the newspaper taxation. This diagram gives an
overview of the political arrangementSeefiThe story of the Austrian Post up to 185p 258284.

Date Before 1796 1797 1805 1814
Lombardy Cis-Alpine
Austrian i
Mantua Dukedom Republic Kingdom of Austrian | CONgress
(Napoleon) of
Italy -
Napoleon Vienna
Independent _ (Napoleon)
Venetia : (briefly)
Republic
then Austrian

Date 1815ish 6 Jan 1867
Lombardy
) FranzJosef
Mantua Kingdom of formally renounceg
Lombardy the title of King of
(Austrian) Lombardy and
Venetia and Venetia Venetia

This map shows the location of the various partsoofibardyandVenetia as at 1796.

':L

5
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3.1 Before 1797

Lombardy located in the middle reaches of the Po in Upper Itedgeffectivelyunder Austrian rule fromh535,
when its ruler died without heirs atite Habsburg Emperor Charles V annexed it.

Venetia was an indepeent state until 1797 when Napoleon invaded it and threw the DogBaiuteen 1797
and 1805, Napoleon annex¥énetiato Austria, and then theombardy and Venetiarea came under Italian
occupationThere is neither record nor traceaoNewspaper Talseinglevied in Lombardy and Venetimtil the
invasion by Napoleon and the French awmying the Napoleonic Wars

( Num. 124, )

GIORNALE ITALIANO {
' |

Mitimo 5 Ottobre 1fof,

Turti ghi atti di Amministrszione postd in questn foglis seno officiali . J

NUOYE POLITICHE
Circolare dal Winiirn dedl Fnterno af J'-'.-!_,ri':ﬂ'_
L bwrenatone , il qusletn sgul tempo he eaeio
conle del vosteo zele pel soo servizie, @ del vostra
3 L.h garzeitn di Mosucs de’ 35 parda dell'arrive | amare  per ln patris , & oggl sigoore, nel casa di |
Yo guella iy dell’ linperatore Fravesseo 1L, il glee- | shieder nua dimostrazione pacticolore dell’ ano o del-

PARIGIE 38 Setlembre. v /

Dl MENG a4 Setenshoe . -

me as alle B 13 Prrmondu.nn. Ein sccompn gaats dal
tememtie-fulid—nanresesallo Lombers , dal conslghiere in-
time baron di Collembach ¢ W Megrelario intimo 3 il
modita ol 50 M e trewatusel prrsone . E""'“EI“ o j |

gioma segumEle lin prisgepmite il v.'J.ugia wursy Lands-

berg e Moadelhein ., — ln Vienna rimane [* Arcidscs

Ranicri Incarizate della direzione degli sffari durante

I asseura slel Monarea

l'ult_m allemie. Un secidente impapettato congs la pa-
siziome della Fruncia, ed eslge ounvi slors per ottener
waE pbogie nEeve ed mn npose che mon skrh mal ||.|‘1
berhstoe Aloune potenze dell' Ewopa vogliono immi-
sohiarss nella disputs che uoi alshisms col"Inglilizera,
ed lyompne armaly, per detiere alln Fiaucin ecidiziani
di poce svantaggoes; il che era lo stesso clie dichiararle
I pueern , podihe era facile prevedere che la Fraocia

Conversely, the French enthusiastically taxed newspapers! This newspaper is @ateder 1805 and was
publi shed and taxed at Mi | an. At t hat date Mil a
newspaper tax signet of a square vigthin the corners ansiezzo soLDO (half a soldo) in the middle.

The Congress of Vienna in 1815 again placedlombardy and Venetiander Austrian rule. These territories
were administered by the Habsburgs as a separate country, which after the 1858 monetaharkfts own
silver-based monetary system, different from the Austrian paper money (the soldi insteakietizieg.

Franz Joseph lost Lombardy in the Treaty of Villafranca following the defeat at Solferino invil@&®he
surrendered it to Napoleoh.IThe province, which was annexed to the Kingdom of Piedmont, soon became part
of the Kingdom of Italy, established in 1861. Affarstrialostthe Prussian War of 1866, Venice was also united

with Italy.

SeefiPénziigybélyegek a Habsbutgrodalomban és Magyarorszagdfiscal stamps in the Habsburg Empire
and Hungary, Budapest007,page 282by Karoly Szlics
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3.2  The (Napoleonic) Kingdom of Italy: Milan

These three newspapers, all printed in Milan and taxed there with a tax signet bféapo 6 s Ki ngdom o
show the changing signet design.

e 124

GIORNALE ITALIAN

Micawo, Sabate 4 Maggio 18:g

P
Tﬁﬁaﬁfm:mm!ﬁhmwalmwﬁm it
NOTIZIE FSTER & '| REGNO DI SASSONIA.
; , Dresda, 16 Apria, ]

4 May 1811REGNO ATALIA 4 centesimi, offlying angeb design.

I
[

|
|
|[ I Totti ghi eiti ' rominisiresione poati in quests foglis sne officsl,
f
|
[

|
CGIORNALE ITALIANO \

Mriine | Lonsdl g Dicembre 181

NOTIZIE ESTERE e Fatwsoss e pebsion & st e i 1 |

9 December1811,REGNO DATALIA FOGLI PERIODICI 3 cen signet, ofiwinged helmet and posiornd design for
the 3centesimi rate.

o° 115

Wi i, —

GIORNALE ITALIANO

Muang |, Sabato a3 Aprile 1354,

Tuati ;:tl alha o g o pusts i ydesto h-:_|m somie i orindl

INGIILTEERA. | ogai volta che pliwananli de’ciitedic poesyan fissargl anl=

23 April 1814 still with the Napoleonic tax SignREGNO DATALIA FOGLI PERIODICI 3 cen (printed on top of the
page number, 451).
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3.3  The Austrian Monarchy: Milan

The conjoined Kingdom of Lombareyenetia (which was created in 1815 by the Congress of Vienna,
an Austrian Archduke as Viceroy) sometimes issued separate Decrees from those emanating from V
with the rest of the Habsburg dominions, the tax once levied was indicated by a signet until 1853.
aspects the Kingdom was administered asssgarate units: Lombardy from Milan and Venetia from Ven
Hence, the Lombardy and Venetian tax signets were different from each other, and from those used |
of the Habsburg dominions.

*'aaqg

GIORNALE ITALIAI\

III-U-W Meroaledi 1y .ﬁi HeH ] :SI.‘.

Tyl gl wui ' nmministcatione posti in queste foplio sone wfclall.

Milan newspaper of 17 August 1814 with a 3 Centes Austrian tax signet as issued for Lombardy; in th:
of the Austrian double eaglefsl for Franciscus I. At this date, Austria wagdie factocontrol.

GAZZETTA

Milan newspaper of 10 May 1819, with thastrian double eagle aidl . Lombardy wasiow legally Austrian,
the Congress of Vienna having concluded.
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ZZETTA

ﬁ'ﬁ'—-l SR e S
H-H'hh‘l-wl % cpthic

:; - iwﬂﬂihh

4
1’
1

8
B Ty S

REGNO LOMBARDO-VESETO. coulini tes eitentrions o lersnte | el 3 notte colle ealonie

Mibasa 1§ maggio, o gt nglest del Conadh | dflerensa che pus parere di

S0 ML L Ry con muvruna sl ono del giosos 3§ dello || Fese moments ad un ewropes., & (ale savehbe staly Wrents ,
acarin mared, o 4 oslaasbite Jegnats b éeferie setto || gl anche soly vent’ ol {2, ma ora b divensta um affac i

le perscrision: ¢ novee sgliie dalla sovrams pitente 8 - |.| frave. La drontier ; dal mar Atlantice’ sinn al 1mpe=

Hﬁ:ﬂu Jl; Ailbivs Galvdwi | posndente , domie f| wlore, € se o voole | Gun al lago e’ Bosehi, & 8 un s

ciliata 1 Gnrdeso d-p?h M-u, wel Frwdl, || peesn deteeminats; ooi nen sndisms &' seeords che sn als

l.pnmllhnmdul-r,p anmi y per una mscchiog s || cone ke e povicon mibitan ) oma ol 00 del lage da

m-l.:m-im Ilql.lllmiq-ﬁ tﬁ_ﬂ

bl 8l |

By 15 May 1822 a new deS|gn of S|gnet was used in Milan

i & sl A i s IR TY T v p—— T

LAARBOCIAGIGNE

N 129 s .
.-III s P Fllas b dhesinalls s 35 ol i
sapsaTe  macero -‘;:fl-huuu-lm- L T .I
LI wm o merss
1855 o 4ol e |

: ;

CEFERVAZION] ME n_‘l"_lg.hq sjoEE

GAZZETTA PRIVILEGIATA DI MILANO |
|
|

i

15
iy

ik

!

i

Gazzetta inleglata d| Mllanmewspaper of 9 May 1835 bear
GAZZETTE at the top. Just visible at the bottom below¢EaT.51i
doubleheaded eagle has no superimposed letter

‘a5 Centes Lombardy tax sig'ne'
66for the Mil an
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3.4  The Austrian Monarchy: Mantua

—_—— — —— Sy ————— : =)

N. 48. _ I ASSOCIAZIONE
bt el ; laig Per Mantova & di Aust, L 12 all’aano,
Sablute ) Dicembre , Franes sioo ai confini = 45  sdl
48&3 : 11 semesire ¢ tremestre o proporzione

-—--‘i-—

Ay, 2 o
Frppy g

GAZZETTA DI MANTOVA

Mantua was part of Lombardy so used its newspaper tax signets. This copy of the Mantua Gaze
December 1843 bears the 1842 design 5 Centes Lombardy tax signeODMBRRDIA GAZZETTE CEN 5
surrounding the Austrian double eagle withfbr Ferdinand on the shield.

3.5 The Austrian Monarchy: Venice

N." 108.

IL NUOVO OSSERVATORE

R

Venerdl 15 Luglio 1814.

T il el il Al g il i i

15 July 1814 the first year when the Veneto was Austrian. The masthead has the double eagle of F
but the 3 cent signet of Regno doéltalia.
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LUNEDI’

GAZZETTA
V“’EN

The Venetia newspaper for 10 May 1819 with double eaglé-And

S v N |

MARTEDY 1 MAGGIO ANNO 1838 — N 100,

INEERRICHE

Mppis Bemzrra & Yiwmomiris 3o Lindmimi ol e,
le lisiee i mishrien per devene
Saw Funm o Knvrnes su Cont sl lnea d 5 ceratier
Tre pralebbions coies cramiins covae .

F-.'I:.:-ml...‘,-n!‘u-: .:l.—l.:-.! al trims

Fos posms n B9 f T W "
P e S e

fre manste & . Lettors = ﬂrm-ﬁ-nh

. GAZZETTA PBIV]LEGIATA DI VENEZIA

Gazzetta Privilegiata di/eneziadaied 1 May 1838; 5 Centes tax signet of the specifically Venetian de
with GAzzeTTE at the topandF | for Franciscus | in the middle of the double eagle

SABEATO 16 OTTORRE

—— R

ANND 1841 — N, 256
ik B —

ARSOEIAENOME IMAELOIONE

{I- i“_‘ b da alfouss o0 af ea L e al gt Muris Grascawgs , Soesumsere 50 Cenisusy aile feed | ez
e Fomis wi Bpcoa aBlocims ulak m Nt Ponun nleeram oo Cowl wlin finee of 8§ saramee 4
Wi Lo wnocwgienl a1 menvets ailt Do della. Caszgres quTe p-nh'. ::::: rrainite vame (e
#-ngit BRelE parali, i qull wali riipmsiedions. shille e sxsamizceinml - " e T S N AN
per gelunyae diffodia o richia b mrete @ il Levlis & grpd Ko

v GAZZETTA PRIV]LEGIATA Dl VENEZIA

rE: ﬂ-"’ltﬂl'l-ﬂ-liﬁll 'l"'ﬂ WWHEIL‘ FATTE N, ﬁI.JII.HI'l-IIl |-;;n_mm )'lt-'ll.- ARTIARL B METRE II--—I i) |.Pr-r-rm MERN L uu.-u
‘ ——g } e i —- = - P e
Corei | J_.... | L | u-..'l"'.'-"."u'.. 1 7"‘ oo r.ﬂ""“ .. i 'J-: L T el i "I""‘

Bt L

Gazzetta Privilegiata di Venezigated 16 October 1841. New design of the 5 Centes SRWENETE
GAZZETTE CEN .5 surrounding- | for Franciscus |
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3.6  The first Newspaper Tax adhesive in Lombardy-Venetia

On 1 March 1853 a B green adhesive stamp was introduced for the taxatiomoiming foreign newspapers
that had not been ordered by Postal Union subscription; it was also valid in The Kingdom of Lek'dozetis.
It was withdrawn on 31 October 1858.

! UNIVERSEL

‘Empire Frangais. oz

Quai Voltaire, o* 13.
3 b AL ! muuﬂnuumumpmu“w}
. e e . area, i o
I.iilhmﬂmm l.dﬂ!"'ﬂl&d&ehnqm . _I""_ ,
nars 1855, mﬂmmnﬁ“‘mk re bunde isiprimd) -
sess amss IREA Lea Akiinise Alant sonvirmrn eonstnfe ~opn Vespeit des indistcdels ol des _mlp-slma'ﬁ_q ..'IT i
fiLE MONITEUR UNIVERSEL T Jour nal of fici el oddted 9INGcE Mgb5. rAr offiEial

publication, taxed in France with a rBdMBRE IMPERIALE 0. Taxed again on arrival in Austria; the adhes
is cancelledi.R. SPEDIZ. GAZZ . VENEZIA O.

GAZZITTAPIEMONTESE

AL T GINRNALE UMFICIALE DFL ('REERO, 1855
Wi, abe T % Falizl b BERE. bow bl Hamiein, ddde §, wcbi o= = . i FUR T r o T
:::‘T:-I.-; IR Il' :.:J'I-‘,dl iilamed| ok e o "u ::
L ELL 1 L b 4 1
L ﬁn-“'l- P! ol SRl e e dsie s, VENE |10 AGOSTO s E :
ks r!wblﬂ ||L||1u ur- o e = as w
h.l'ﬂlu o el g ¥ mdS ) B i -
LR "
PARTH UFFICIALE
S ML I ndlenes dal 82 giugno 1RSS, b conendmio le sepuentd peasienl «
| v
! HOME
= | AT Wi i e w“r‘hu ut.uu 5 Lorge 5 Bearremza Ii
it R el ] dallx eI | - ﬂm ot || g gi b Ryt 3 dells |
| pammingr Aasoitn |a . HH L | wriem | E spptimais | =2 | poowionn |
] T L Y ¥ :

GAZETTA PIEMONTESE / GIORNALE UFFICIALE DEL REGNO dated 10 August 1855. An official publication, and not tax
there. It was however taxed on arrival in Austaadis cancelled.R. SPEDIZ. GAZZ. MILANO .
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SAMEDI 21 NOVEMBRE

- R
- 1887, gt | ‘
hellam, & - ol |
by clhvz P IEBLE r;q“-: jilnﬁ;h ﬂ-:"‘ . / ; |

Ol EFATENAE BUFREAE, rus
Pimr PAliEm "iuiriche, Is I

b, Russie
ehior L dirpebewr & poales, 0 Cologoe |

L l T 1‘ E “ Al “ E S- | i baresi Do SGURNAL, DR BimA

chien aa. EawEE, hglEsur, - |
plane de fa Haidtad, 10 | ‘ |

ol Vit . WHGOT el g7, plaie &b I Bourse, B

JOURNAL DES DEBATS POLITIQUES ET LITTERAIRES a very large broadsheet, dated 21 November IBb&d
6 Centes in France. Taxed again on arrival in Austria with beth@rmyin copy of the greenkz adhesive
(Type 1b), cancelled witliR SPEDIZIONE GAZETTA MILANO on 24 November

3.7  The 1858 currency change in Lombardy-Venetia

A remnant of Mantua wasiktunder Austrian rule, so notionally the kingdom remaifiedmbardyVenetia
until 3 October 1866.

On1 November 1858he Austrian currency changed from CM (Conventibtimze) to 6.W. (Osterreichiscl
Wahrung): 1 Gulden 6.W. of 100 kreuzer. The inlaamt(Postal Union) newspaper tax becarke @V, non
PU foreign 4kr 6W. The existing signet was redesignated kis®V for use on inland papers, and a neky -
adhesive was introduced for foreign papers. In Lomb&felyetia the new Gulden was divided ida0 soldi,
and the Xr tax charged at 2 soldi.

LE 1859 NUM. 17.

TN

#\| voealo Mambrini Engenio in Corafo-

FOGLIO DOANNUNZJ DELLA GAZZETTA DI MANTOWdated 29 April 1859. The title means a supplement tc
Mantua Gazette containing formal notices, so it received a red signet of the standard Austrian desigr
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N.620 Vs

4 ' 1 ) o' Aol Manmrel iy wei'vome P9e AL
| L W - s T T - e
" W il w " ]
Fiewviimte L L e R T 2
o Pl .!".irui{u"fv. S a L=
Jrlerutiung oo atiion  Fa L De—
i i Fatcipiias - @u JI.I,I.&l'Inru (TR
s Ei‘ﬂp}'l L3 Li'l-l-l'F't‘ G EET -ir'l#-'
ditd | vanelid df Porte ewl! indiduzivae
dedtihie o Chigridang del willlents &

In VIENNY Winpex il precing B (A,
ALLEE Lasse, N ad,
L. riaxo.

;..s!'r'lm — Lu mrnevs vepacate corle. Sl L,

Integrita dell’ Impero,

GIORNALE DI VERONA dated 2August 1862. Top copy of two; postage paid with two 1861 1.0%liS
Newspaper Post adhesives. Sent from Verona to Caprino, and as is normal cancelled on arrival. Res
of address label and expertising maAiR (A. Diena) to right of adhesives. The newspaper tax is paid
signet of the special Venetia desigie number 8.

Here is a sharper version:

3.8 1858: new tax adhesives

The 4kr 6W adhesive introduced in November 1858 to pay the tax on incoming foreign
newspapers was printed in red for Lombaxtinetia (elsewhere it was brown). Almost none
were used, so the remainders were used up in 1858ragt&dmps. This copy has engle-
digit-month cancel so is 1859; it is cancelle®. SPEDIZIONE GAZZETTE VENEZIA , the
newspaper section of the Venice post office.

On 1 January 185%e tax was halved to Kk 6W and Xr 6W, and the signet ne-
designated as Hr. New Lombardyeneia adhesives were soon issued: the In black
instead of the blue issued for the rest of Austria, and #rar2red instead of brown. The

1 kr and 2kr taxes were charged at 1 and 2 soldi, which after the loss of Lombardy in 1859
and the consequent #6depreciation in the Austrian Gulden made a useful profit for the
Austrian Government!

The 1kr black is uncancelled and has no gum: probalfiypainged that fell off the newspaper before it could

be cancelled.
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Hl. Bs-ﬁ] l’q;rlnl .j:hrn Sounabeni, —— xmg!, 28, m ].‘jﬂa easss Prris viney Wommer 5 Wge. [)ﬂ:‘ﬁ I @am{

1859 issue Newspaper TSXamp for Lombardyenetia.l kr black, type la, with on its right the border
the adjacent stamp. Tied by black Verona Tax Office cancellafRoruFFICIO DI COMMISURAZIONE IN
VERONA to front oflllustrierte Zeitungpublished in Leipzig on 24 May 1862.

The 2kr 6W red adhesive paying the tax on a French newspaydch has already been taxed with Frer

6 cen(times) and 1'%en signets. The & adhesive is sandwiched between the FrenoénGand the Austrial
Verona cancel.
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B OuenD 1803

AnNND 14X, — Nom. 25
A N LMD
; Nt 1 AN E
]. Ll Jd i
MILAND KN STAT| o ROMA | ESTER D

Us mono: ., Hal. 1. 84 — | s nmne . . o Mal ;. 92 — Franeo, Un anno . [l L 00 —
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&1 punRLicas o8%E anato. — Unn volls sl mese siodia wpa dnvela i modelli @ Hoamsl.

CORRIERE DELLE DAME, published in Milan on 6 June 18&3axed in Verona by the Post Office on tHe
(stamp electronically moved from bottaornerof sheet to top

ey o S —— T

LR LEENIAZIONT BI BEILEVONO
BRELUYANEATE
In ¥oriwo all'n®eic de! Sornale, vin delles Tes e,
ries Birago, K* 82 nsoo Lereno, — In Homa
ilg. Aleummdre Halepl, wis def Beminario, N® 40,
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poll aile UFrerie fropesnecr toen Medioa, K* 8. —

0 lePestec. | DOMENICA 11 AGOSTO
Ip Breses dal Bhosio Bogloul
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| COLLA CIVILTA Vm o gt ot pgh
Won w ridodennoe | minaeesill,

S

s 3 Forfiler of Avgtier,
im0 guelli che wucdedmo i fesh, PRI

LGARMONIA, published in Turin (Kingdom of Italy) on 11 Aug 1861. Taxed in Verona bythst Office on
the 14"

Un Soldo d'Italia. Anao ¥IL — MNum,

PREZEN nnnmcu.lh'w Lo dmmcisntee o) pisvasa ol
Azn dall! Padans, <o r,&.'u e

P::'l:n:“!um-nll.hr:zhu l’ spitads, M. & mas E ‘\\l‘ i "
’ m :*: In Forine preme Bavisls Glancching
o mma e via Argeotien, N, &
e tuike B Tlegoe maits
Par in assie - M L4 - PREZEO DELLE IXSknzion,
L

BEFSTE v B
L ikinond costang W sapceimi

llhln. 6 dioembre 1860,

T GIORNALE DEL MATTINO R

=i i & i 1 1880, | agli altri cristioni. B o oo dipresse i pro- | reoseienza para & tranquills, ehe rare vobls & 0
Glovedi Ly 7 | getto che si attribuisee oll’ imperator de” | “agelo degli allors politiel B i quesloce

NewspapefL'UNIONO published in Milan on 6 Dec 1860. Milan is in Lombardy so had become part
Kingdom of Italy the previous yeaRed Italian signeSTAMPATIFRANCHI / ¢'.1 / R. POSTE / MILANO.
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4 Appendi ces

4.1  Usage of the obsoleted adhesives

Until October 1900, newspaper tax adhesives were used up as postage dues on parcel dBegiiRusesse
etc because of the pestirrencychange shortage of ledenomination stamps. See BernadindPfalz pp 210
211and216; Ferchenbauer p709, and 120AA40dobona pp 20206.

This is the reverse of a Nachnahme (C.O.D.) form, and as for all such egdmplvn to the author was cancelled
on 2 January 1900 in Ebreichsdorf. The delivery fee was 5 heller, and this has been shown by a 1 kreuzer
newspaper tax stamp, a 1 kreuzer postage due, and a 1 heller imperf postage due: 1x2 + 1x2 + 1 = 5.
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4.2  Twice-taxed newspapers

Newspapers are found with what research shows to be a foreign tax signet, sometimes accompanied by a for
control stamp, and also an Austrian tax adhesive or signet.

Newspaper from Holland of 1831, liable to tax there as shown by the upper mar
Taxed again on arrival in Austria, shown as paid by the Vienna signet

Paris.
T T T L] ““
| 4 .ﬂ A S A .'II

mﬂfl" sEmEBEE 16 .‘

petaliter wie bishor

jur, (388 preuls,
fir alla  Abachmes

From a newspaper of 1854, liable to tax in France where it
printedasisshowhy t he ATi mbre | mpe
arrived in Austria it was again liable to tax, shown as paid by
green r adhesive (type la).

From theMiinzkabinetta piece of a
Hamburg newspaper (identifiable
such on the back) with Hambur
local taxof 3 Pfennig and Austriar
foreign newspaper tax of k& for
1845.
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'S POCKET-BOOK FOR 1855.
we Akl by JOHN LERCH, © A Prise Faby Elow—WMabeofeiline Sawarding o Boosesstal Seudidate,”
Anel nunerross Wood Engrevings, by JOHN LEECH sed JOHN TENNIEL [38, Fhmi Boest

PUBLISHED EVEEY 5.{1."|‘|J|=|.ﬂ.'*_|II
wavas  AONIH THML F01Hg

£
o

PUNCH OFFICE, 85, FLEET STHEIT
AND SNCR BT ALL MONEEELLIDL
Heasty taady, inw landerme Falls Volims, ssulab o ol W o] B

PICTURES OF LIFE AND CHARACTER,

FROM THE COLLECTION OF MR PUNCH.
.'fl Bainttir aon Bras! BY JORN LERCH, il

TSy & Fomis, Prigtee Whisettans,

The 4 November 1854 issue of the British magaPimech It was printed and taxed at One Per
in Britain, as shown by the red marking at the bottom right. It arrived in Milan vitheses again
liable to tax, shown as paid by the greekr 2dhesive. The Milan cancel is dated 8 Noveml
remarkably speedy delivery, unless -prelered copies were despatched before the non
publication date.
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Sometimes a newspaper is found withhbatnewspaper tax adhesive or signet and a revenue tax adhesive ol

imprint. These are normaHlgsued newspapers which were later lodged as an exhibit in a court case, for whict
a fee was payable.

, Staiferlidye

s 3citung

269. Jreptag, den 24. November 1826,

This 1826 newspaper in thélinzkabinetivas taxed with a kr signet. It also carries akb revenue
imprint to pay the court fee, and an accompanying revenue control stamp.

i |

,_ﬁﬂl[tt‘lld]t‘ [@w

N 54 Dinstag, den TI. m 1847

Wb, Dbl Berbeipung. — Iw Wwrrifa. Do Brieg min El'mu_ Epamlen. D I!lm.nl = Mﬂin auh &:nﬂllun Wrodbri-
fammien. Proer ter Saigmn, — Buplapm ju ten Hromibiden, te Hoftetung bes feesftasted frabou beirefienk, — Puclaments Berpanblungen. — Hev
frr @foecal.  @remfurkd, Tevicie anp Cornire. — Rederigafistrugt e Barl wan Franfeid,  Wirtvrlesbe. Wirhrjelanmeetrii by Mmnst
faaien, Selgiom, Zwwdfef fic @daatiten.  Naldamb, Sdoaden oo Rademm an by Oberluratersn ter Kinticbowate Eekatim, Bl Sulls

tin fiber bal Befinbm b Mimygeen. — Bervfeigurg.  Dempfddask. Nioele fob Bobefit v Eidpltin vos Milndes. — HutileBang vom Deufhm In-
h-lru-ﬂ'rgd’]nm o !!dml- Bhien. @iTenidafllar Radbridten. Dumanitiod-Anftaiom,

1847 newspaper taxed with &rsignet. It also carries al® revenue imprint and control stamp
pay thecourt fee. The red numbers will be the case or file reference.
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—— = e L ]

6 1877. Roé¢ntk VI. (XV))

1877 newspaperninted in Austria and taxed with a signet. Court fee okrlpaid,
shown by a revenue adhesive cancelled K.K. LANDESGERICHT IN BRUNN.

R — - - —
domé, Eliina tHdn — Adminidtrace a expadics Ferdinhnduva ulics, naprati
y — E‘.fuiu telefonu: redakos 468, administrace 358 Listy pijimajl sejen frankovand;
eklamnes, nejgon:-li zapedetény, se uefmnkull{. Rokopisy s nevraoeif,

jen adimlnistrace o dituje je mirnd ‘Feplatnd & lueertnd sapravaie se jenom
kistraci v Brod, — List vychisi dennd, vyjimaje doy po nedéli a po svithku.

. ledna 1898, Roénik XXXVII

This 1899 newspaper was printed in Austria and taxed with the C K NOVIN KOLEK signet (dig
enhanced here). Later, it was lodged as an exhibit in a court case (a notice of a éedlitome e t i n
on page 6) and a fee of 60 heller paid, shown by a pair efgrerelled revenue adhesivéghy the 60 heller
fee? According to the published tables it was only 30h, but several examples exist of this 60h rate.
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Signets as Newspaper Tax Adhesive cancellers

This section incorporates information from the late J L WhitesiiesL, who had to patiently explain it to the
author on more than one occasion: my thanks to him. Tax Signets can be found cancelling Newspaper T

adhesi

only in the period 1 2ZdouncinmanamuallcBamd@ngt o

f r a meeds used frpm 1803 to 1850 are not found as Tax adhesive cancellers; ramWTREOLLSTEMPEL
FUR ZEITUNGEN is. Conversely, a wide assortment of other fisiffite cancellations such as Hauptzollamt or
Steueramt can be found on adhesives, both loasermoomplete newspapers.

Im
||!

Q I Hrevgrsr, -_ |

iy

Newspaper Tax Signets in this period come in three types only: the-sirddeused 1858899; the double ring

used 1885L899; and the K NOVIN KOLEK one. All other cancels are just that: they show that the adhesive has
beenused. This applies to all Zollamt, Steueramt and similar types (and likewise the postal Zeitungsamt cance
For the future avoidance of doubt (not least that of the auth@\E of the motley collection above are signet
cancels! (Some of the Tax Offieancels are confusingly similar; the clue is that signets have a humber at the
bottom and smaﬂiinwardsfacing handlegat the sides.)

u@r“'@“'ﬂ “‘" L‘

A signet cancelling an adhesive tax stamp is an unusual usage; however, it is not unknow:
This is an 1877 issue withgsiet number 403; it is recognisable by the newsprint as La
Voce Cattolica published in Trento where they used this signet to cancel tax stamps. Gauk
notes numbers 22nd403; Mintert also discusses signet numbera22149. There are

no reports of sigrtecancels on &r adhesive tax stamps (apart from a forgetylpr are

there any genuine examples known of a douiblg signet cancelling an adhesive other
than the 2%r discussed above. The question is often asked:

Since the Signet has amtrinsic value, does its value have to be added to that of the tax stamp?

No, states Mintert, who has persuasively argéidioiat with such usage the signet is being used purely as a
canceller, primarily on the grounds that most of the known examples atamps overprinted with newspaper
text, so must have been used on inland newspapers, for which during the period of adhesive stamps the tax

lAsthereisadeargp bet ween o6l ast use of signetsd and 6in
suspicious if such a usage appeared!

’fi Ze i tGabilgesSt e mpel al s Entwertungsstempel von Fi sk

vol 42 of June 2010.
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always 1kr and never Xr. Mintert also notes that Kalender tax adhesives are found cancelled with aasignet,
this makes no sense if regarded as valiging.

It is unclear what advantage dual mode fiscal cancelling would bring to the tax or postal clerk. Multiple signetting

is common (see flowing examples; the leftmost is an unusual application of two signets to a foreign paper) and
double application of adhesives is known (see the example from Innsbruck on the previous page!). If the stock
of adhesives was running low, it would be simpdeapply the signet twice. True, some of the known examples

are on adhesives which are NOT overprinted with newspaper text; nevertheless it seems most plausible that a
single adhesive was affixed correctly on the unprinted paper, and instead of thed@t2aktAmtsstempel the

wrong canceller was then picked up (or mounted in the signetting machine) and used @nessasped that

in Trientino, where signet 403 was often used, the correct canceller had been lost or damaged and they dared not
admit it!

Regraber. ' "L [f5'|:|'||IM'r+

@i e i
sigight Ly
s e, Lelpaiz,

fling*” bes 0 remantifd.
| ib gétabe pitefiens an Srampf-

bod und | | With ge- 1, Denn ihve
follt, fo | Teileern 1 Bat of ie e Dinhe
Eieffen. | fptegel, in At mele. fmmmens
lefon mwte | ver Wopel i

LNMI | snithfanen - M!?I:u-
Be fiEne 3
b fogt] o al

Examples of 2x1, 3x1, 4x1, 1x2, and 2x2 kreuzer signetti

4.4  Pseudo-mixed franking

Another interesting aspect is the psewdiged franking resulting from a newspaper tax adhesive or signet
appearing on a paper posted from abroad which has been franked by the appropriate (foreign or inland) postage
or newspapestamp, sometimes even overlapping the latter. Thresamps of Lombardy occur thus in tandem

with Sardinian or Italian stamps, etc. A special place among these items belongs to the Austsiamp of

1867 side by side with thek2 tax adhesive of859, cancelled with a single strike of the circular CATTARO
postmark (as illustrated in Ferchenbauer2008 Il 595). This is because until 1874 the Montenegrin postal service
used the facilities and stamps of Austria for its international mail, so we fitageoand tax stamps obliterated
simultaneously in the nearest Austrian border town, such as Cattaro or Semlin. Another example of this
pseudomixed franking is a newspaper tax adhesive placed on the wrapper and not on the newspaper itself. This
was againsthe rules as one could not determine once it was unwrapped whether or not the newspaper had been
taxed.
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SRBSKI DNEVNIKublished 10 September 1959. Signet 126 andkt.05
1858 issue newspaper postage adhesive. Cancelled at Temesvar
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MONITORE TOSCAN@r 12 January 1860, taxedkRand cancelled in
Vienna. Notethe darkresidue ofa Tuscan newspaper postage stamp, whic
would hae attached the address label or wrapper to the newspaper
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The Serbian News, a broadsheet printed in Zadar and dated 10 (22) Februarth&822) is the date in th
Western calendar; single tax signet; newspaper post stamp cancelled on arrival at PANCSOVA.
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Wrapper from Mainz (Germany) to Marienbad (1890); tax
adhesive on the wrapper contrary to the regulations

Auesnans mieas
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Newspaper printed in Serbian at Novy Sad (Neusatz) on Wed 8 January k85

signet, number 126. Type | I|stamp, énlddp af the
signet, cancelled (on arrival) at Temesvar.

L] “:.'ﬂlll.l. 3 ¢ ‘m \ F
Rasdiivas sall & ol . ..

Two wrappers from Germany to Marienbad; oneed&t889 taxed at 1 kr, one dat
1884 taxed at 2 kr. Tax adhesives on the wrapper contrary to the regulations
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Wrapper from Britain to Hutteldorf in Austria; tax ofk2 paid (unusually) with
two 1kr adhesives, placed on the wrapper contrary to the regulations.

Complete newspaper in wrapper, sent from Britain to Prague. Tax adhesive correctly placed on th
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4.5 1858 and 1885 signets T specimens

Several collections exisif slightly-fuzzy coloured impressions of various types of signets used on newspapers,
and of other strikes occasionally found cancelling adhesive newspaper tax stamps. The cancels were first used at
dates from 1858 to 1898. The colours are all of thassiple ie black red or blue, although some are unknown

on newspapers (eg the doubleg 2kr blue has not been found used). They are struck on a thin hard gaper

are not cubuts from newspapersand look as if all were made at the same datespreiad over 40 years.

They may have been made for official records, for example in 1900 to record the signet strikes after the tax was
abolished. The Munzekabinett of the Kunsthistorisches Museum in Vienna has several examples; where they and
| have the ame items the die numbers are the same.

1!-3!55-design,
die 638

1880 design,
2kr, die 7

Special design for Venetia, die 17 1885 small-circle: Head tax office,
hardly ever used. Gorz
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4.6  Taxation of a loose or bound bundle of newspapers

Koczy EsKki describes a compl i cat e dkraesive’h Publishers imad s
been getting away with applying one or evensignet per delivery of several issues, or a-yadfr volume, on

the grounds that the rules (1858 RGB 217) said that if delivery was less frequently than weekly, there was no-
due. So for more cultural items where the timeliness of delivery wasrpsstant, they would pack 2 or even 4
weekly issues into a wrapper for fortnightly or
export to Austria and pay no tax at all!

The Finance Ministry had already had to deal with claimsycirtaligibility: in Verordnung 1858 RGB 225,
dated 5 December, they had been asked if magazines which are scheduled to appear 52 times a year or 4 tir
month are subject to taxation and had ruled that the intended magaziftb®seavhich appear onper week,
maintaining the intention of the taxatin

They also agreed with ttiisound or bundled are tdyeed interpretation), but the Verwaltungsgerichtshof (the
supreme court for such cases) ruled on 22 February 1881 that it was the publicataomddaot the mailing date
that mattered, and the tax was payafleNext, the distributors complained that putting 26 signets on the front
page spoiled the appearance, and that applying 26 adhesive stamps was too much work. ddifee8t/e was
issued in 1890 to solve this problem; if cancelled withkadignet thedx of 26kr was shown as paid.

It was soon conceded (Koczy&ski page 644) that, &b
under the signetting machine, the ordinary office cancawvdhnliche Amtssiegetould be used on the Rb
adhesive instead. I n addition, the rul esyeafbold8med R

the first issue was older hence fiage and the whole 26 needed 25 single adhesive tax stamps, or orla of 25
cancelled with a nomaluebearingcancel. Whichever of these concessions was applied, the result is the reportec
prevalence of 2kr adhesives cancelled with other than a signet.

Some have suggested that thekB®as used to pay the tax on an incoming packet of taxable newspapels. | dou
this, as the individual papers would then not be marked gsaidxand their readers would be liable to a fine
unless somebody has ordered 6 months worth of issues for his personal use. Others have given extremely
usage numberseg Sturany suggts that only 12,500 copies were genuinely used and that most of the example:
in collectorés hands are cancelled by favour!

Examples of variouskgancelled 2%r stamps, one on a piece of old newspaper
would (or could) have been the outaiapper of a package of 25 new newspapers.

1Ko czy Es k i-64piivMig diesen Beftdlisgaberd, fiDie Kumulativstempelungo.andiiAls sodann das
Gesuch.0, also page 644Die im vorerwahnten Ministerialerlassé...

2 Erlasse Z.24416 of 31 Oct 1877 and Z.33386 of 10 Nov 1880
3 Erkentnisse of 22 ébruary 1881, Nr.1022 Budw
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This is the front of a bound copy of a German weekly newspaper for the second half o
the 25kr stamp is cancelled with doubtércle newspaper cancel nr 792.
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4.7  Forgeries fiddles and oddities

h

& fmrrweer, ﬂl i hreume -

The adlesives were sold unperforated in sheets, and cut up before pasting on to the newspapers. Enterpris
publishers discovered that they could 1mig a strip of ten into eleven acceptable stamps and save 10% on their
tax bills!

During the time of transitinfrom the Kreuzer to the Heller currency, ie in the first nine months of the year 1900,
postal officials in certain smaller localities tried to use up all kinds of remainders any old way, as long as it adde
up to the prescribed sum; and thus one candardelcards with newspaper tax adhesives used as postage dues.

#
A
=

=)
e v

11

=

Vercininte

srauendorfer Vldrter.

Wlgemeine bendide Gartengeitung, CURbins{rennd, Birger: anh Yauerneung

Real mixed frankings between different
issues of newspaper tax adhesives are
theoretically possible, as all issues from
the second onwards were valid
throughout the entire period of use, but
no such item has so far come to light.

Bisectsare known of the 1859, 1877,

and 1890 issues, generally half a 2
kreuzer adhesive paying a 1 kreuzer
fee. Among this material one
provisional stands out, a handful of
diagonally bisected copies of the 1859

2 kr used on an obscure weekly and cancelled in Klausenburg. E. Miller has described this and declared it
bona fide emergency use.

Wrsalivmr: Wug ik

Rr. ®

o8, Jelanine TRGN

There exists one real forgery, which emanated in the South Tirol town of ROVERET[
1875/76 and is known by its placeargin. It is a forgery of the 1859 issue of the 1 kreu:
stamp, was discovered 35 years after wus
reaction is to marvel at the modest aims of the faker or fakers who contented themselv.
the manufacture of the lowest denomination. The 1875 artists may have thought thz] s % S
modesty might protect their work for a longer period, and as the late date of discovery shows,

they were right in this respect. But the outlet for their product, given tiaelas well as the special logistics of
newspaper taxation, was very limited and could hardly have warranted the effort and risk involved.

There is no dearth of forgeries or fakes of the early adhesives. Aside from very clumsy imitations, we mostly fir
fake cancellations applied to the 1873 reprints. As the originals were in Tygradr{tber the ribbon and beak
differences), the Type Il of the reprints rsimmediategive-away. Moreover, we find on many of these artefacts
impossible or improbable types of cancellations.

4.8 Use of the wrong signet or adhesive

Extremely rarely, the wrongjgnet is found applied to a newspaper; less uncommon is a revenue adhesive.

N© 45, As

1

Phis is theGratzer Zeitungwvith a 3kr Haarpuder und Starke signet supposeﬂ

ondtag ben 18, Miry 1816,
used only to pay the tax daPfund packets of hapowder! The lettering ibla:u:St.
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NewspapelCrvena Hrvatskdrom Dubrovnik, 14 December 1895; tax okil
paid with 1893 revenue adhesive cancelled at Dubrovnik; visible residy
postage adhesive and its cancel (possiblyapad

scembra 1895.

WAL

£ RT E s I(The News)dated 23 July 1863; printed in Miskolc, Hungary on unusually thin
white paper. Tax paid with dr advertisementax revenue adhesive applied before printing.
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Eillier Beitung').

i Bel @lcren Mhiebechelungen entfpredenter Makaft, Wulwlintd nebmen dnfer ) |
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1¢ merhen nidt quridactenbel. — Wronnme Hulenbungen midt Berddfidginen Sy
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[, den 1. Februar 1885.
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NewspaperDeutsche Wachtl February 1885. Printed in Vienna; tax paid with 1883
documenttax revenue adhesive applied before printing.
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The local newspaper for 18 October 1872 from Tabor in Bohemia.
Tax paid with 1870 kr advertisementtax revenue adhesive cancelled at a Post Office.
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4.9  Entschliel3ung
AllerhochsteEntschlie3ung Kaiser Joseph Il. vom 6. Mai 1789

Alle Zeitungen, Broschiren und Journale, welche durch die Post an die fremden Minister und Reichshofsrate
kommen, haben der Stempelung zu unterliegen, jedoch haben diesen Stempel nicht die FremdenesBodern di
selbst zu bezahlen, die denselben durch den teurer anzuschlagenden Preis wieder einzubringen hat. Den halben
Kreuzer auf die Zeitungen und Tagblatter will Ich bewilligen, die Broschiren kénnen auch immer mit dem
namlichen Stempel bezeichnet werddigser ist aber nach dem Bogen zu zahlen, denn der Stempel beweist
nicht, wie viel bezahlt, sondern dal} bezahlt worden ist. Es missen also die Stempel nicht Kreuzer oder
Groschen** anzeigen, sondern nur das 6sterreichische Wappen haben, um zu bezeggeahttafforden ist.

Die Stempelung hat mit 1. Juni aller Orten anzufangen. (from Wurth XIV, 1991, pp)105

= All newspapers, brochures, and journals delivered by mail to foreign ministers and Imperial Councillors
must be(tax-)stamped. However, the pols&ervice itself, not the foreign ministers, must pay for this stamp,
which it must recoup through the higher postage rate. | will grant a surcharge of half a kreuzer on newspapers
and daily papers. Brochures may also always be marked with the samelstathis, is to be paid per sheet, as
the stamp does not prove how much was paid, but that payment has been made. Therefore, the stamps need not
display kreuzers or groschen, but only bear the Austrian coat of arms to attest that payment has been made.
Stanping must begin everywhere on June 1st.

** The Groschen was a common medieval currency, although notinApstri@ per in 1789. The d
been found in ALEX, which is commaorthe matching Gesetz is, and follows here:

4.10 Law of11. May 1789

https://alex.onb.ac.at/cgicontent/alex?aid=hvb&datum=1789&page=624&size=45

This is the text quoted by WurthiPostal Historg volume XIV pl1058. It is thought he has used the Vienna
edition, which is slightly different from others eg LiamdInnsbruck.

fiStempel der gedruckten Schriften, nr Xb

Seine Majestat haben zu entschlie3en befunden, dalR alle kiinftig in Druck ersBhigieernZeitungen, Journale
und Broschiren mit einem Stempel belegt werden sollen, und haben dabei folgende MalRregeln vorgeschreiben

1tens. Alle sowohl in den deutschen Erblandern gedruckte, oder aus Hungarn und Siebenbiirgen kommende, und
in den deutsaén Erblandern zu verkaufende, als auch auslandische Zeitungen, Zditigzgigie, Journale, oder

Tag und Wochenblatter, Broschiren, und einzelne Komddien unterliegen der Stempelung ohne Ricksicht auf
ihren innerlichen Gehalt, weil ein Unterschied hieriarviel Willkiihriges mit sich fiihrte, und die Absicht des
Gesetzes vereitelt wiirde.

2tens. Also sind nur ordentliche Werke, das ist: vollstdandige Blcher und Schriften, worunter auch die
Sammlungen mehrerer in einem Band zusammen gedruckten Komddien gereehden, dann die
Ankindigungen von Bichern, welche keine Einnahme sondern nur Auslage machen, und zur Beférderung des
Buchhandels unentbehrlich sind, von der Stempelung befreit. Nebst diesem haben Seine Majestat noch das
Wiener Diarium und die Briinner #eng, deren Verleger ein privativum onerosum haben, von der allgemeinen
Verordnung auszunehmen geruhet.

3tens. In Ansehung der Bestimmung aber, ob eine Schrift unter die Broschiiren oder unter die ordentlichen Werke
gehore, haben Seine Majestat folgendehRichnur festgesetzt: die Zensoren in jeder Provinz haben bei jeder
Schrift, die sie zensuriren, zu dem admittitur oder toleratur zugleich den Beisatz: ist zu stempeln, zu setzen.
Glaubet ein Schriftsteller, dessen Schrift die Zensur dem Stempel untmatbe, dald sie vielmehr unter die
ordentlichen Werke gehdre, so hat er hierliber die h6here Entscheidung einzuholen.

4tensDieses vorausgesetzt missdie Buchdrucker und Buchhandler angewiesen werden, dafd sie sowohl von
jeder im Lande gedruckten alsgefuhrten Schrift, wie sie von der Zensur kommt, und die Befreiung vom
Stempel nicht erhalten hat, jedes Exemplar bei dem Siegelamte stempeln zu lassen, und ohne Stempel
Bezeichnung kein Exemplar unter festgesetzter Strafe verauf3ern.
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5tens. Auf eben diesgrt sind auch die Postamter in Ansehung der durch die Post eingeschickten auswaértige
Zeitungen, Broschuren und Journale zu verhalten, dal3 sie solche, sie mdgen an wen immer gehoren, unverzi
an die Siegelamter abgegeben, und erst, wenn solche mivalgeschriebenen Stempel bezeichnet sind, an
diejenigen vertheilen, fur welche sie eingeschickt wurden. Der SteBetelg ist von der Post zu bezahlen,
welche ihn durch den theurer anzuschlagenden Preis wieder einzubringen hat. Den Stempelamtedieaber ist
nachdriickliche Weisung zu ertheilen, diese Zeitungen ohne allen Aufenthalt zu stempeln, damit diejenige
welche sie bestellen, nicht lange darauf warten mussen.

6tens. Zur Strafe fur jedes Exemplar einer dem Stempel unterliegenden Schrift, wedbhggstempelt, oder
ohne Stempel verkauft werden sollte, haben Seine Majestat den dreiBigfachen Ersatz der Stempelgeb
bestimmit.

7tens. In Ansehung des Stempatrags wird folgendes festgesetzt: Von den umd auslandischen Zeitungen,
ZeitungsAuszigen, Tagund Wochenbléattern, oder Journalen ist jedes Stlick mit einem halben Kreuzer zu
belegen. Bei Broschiiren und Komddien muf die Stempelung nach der Zahl der Bégen geschehen, und fir je
Bogen eines jeden Exemplars ein Kreuzer abgenommen werden.

Zu welchem Ende die Zeitungen, Journale, Zeitufigsziige und Broschiren an die Siegelamter abgegeben
werden missen, die Stempel, welche nicht den Betrag der abgenommenen Gebulhr anzeigen, sondern nul
Oesterreichische Wappen enthalten, und zum Zeicheerrdiilen, dal3 die vorgeschriebene Gebihr entrichtet
worden, sind nur auf dem ersten Bogen jeder Zeitung, und Broschiire, oder Komddie aufzudrucken.

8tens. Diese Stempelung der gedruckten Schriften und Zeitungen hat mit 1. Juli d.J. unfehlbar anzuthngen,
werden die von den gedruckten Schriften eingehenden Stempelgebiihren, welche Seine Majestat zu ei
besonderen Verwendung, ndmlich zu Grindung eines Padagogii oder Lehranstalt zur Bildung der Schulleh
bestimmt haben, von den Siegelamtern abgesonel@gohnet werden.

It translates thus:

His Majesty has resolved that all future printed papers, newspapers, journals and pamphlets shall be stamy
and has prescribed the following measures:

1. All newspapers, newspaper extracts, journals, daily and yvpaklers, brochures and individual comedies
printed in the German hereditary lands, or coming from Hungary and Transylvania, and for sale in the Germ.
hereditary lands, as well as foreign ones, are subject to stamping without regard to their innerhematesd a
distinction here would involve too much arbitrariness and would frustrate the intention of the law.

2. Therefore, only ordinary works, that is complete books and writings, which also include collections of sever:
comedies printed together im® volume, and also the announcements of books which do not generate incom
but only display and are indispensable for the promotion of the book trade, are exempt from stamping. In additi
to these, His Majesty has also deigned to exempt the Wienermiarid the Brinner Zeitung, whose publishers
have gorivativum onerosugifrom the general regulation.

3. With regard to the determination of whether a work belongs among the pamphlets or among the ording
works, His Majesty has laid down the following rullee censors in every province must add tcetthaittitur or
toleraturthe additiorfis to be stampetto every work they censor. If an author, whose work has been subjected
to the stamp by the censors, believes that it belongs among the ordinary warkssthseek a higher decision

on this matter.

4. This being the case, all printers and booksellers must be instructed to have every copy of every publicati
printed in the country or imported, which comes from the censorship and has not received aioekeEmpthe
stamp, stamped at the stamping office, and not to sell any copy without a stamp under a fixed penalty.

5. Post offices are to act in the same way with regard to foreign newspapers, pamphlets and journals sent by f
that they should immediglly hand them over to the stamping offices, no matter who they belong to, and only
distribute them to those for whom they were sent when they have been marked with the prescribed stamp. T
stamp fee is to be paid by the post office, which must recoypcitdrging a higher price. The stamping offices
are to be given the firm instruction to stamp these newspapers without delay, so that those who order them do
have to wait long for them.
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6. As a penalty for every copy of a document subject to stamphghwias not been stamped, or has been sold
without a stamp, His Majesty has determined that the amount of the penalty should be thirty times the amount of
the stamp duty.

7. With regard to the stamp amount, the following is established: Each copy otidandgoreign newspapers,
newspaper extracts, daily and weekly papers, or journals is to be stamped with half a Kreuzer. In the case of
pamphlets and comedies, the stamping must be done according to the number of sheets, and one Kreuzer must
be chargeddr each sheet of each copy. For this purpose, the newspapers, journals, newspaper extracts, and
brochures must be handed over to the stamping offices. The stamps, which do not show the amount of the fee
collected, but only contain the Austrian coat of aand are intended to serve as a sign that the prescribed fee

has been paid, are to be printed only on the first sheet of each newspaper, pamphlet, or comedy.

8. This stamping of printed matter and newspapers must begin without fail on 1 July of thismgahe stamp

duties received from printed matter which His Majesty has designated for a special use, namely for the
establishment of a pedagogical institute or educational establishment for the training of school teachers, will be
separately accounted fby the stamping offices.

4.11 Bogen

The 1798 Decrees set the taxf@roschiren and Komodiémt 1kr per Bogen (sheet) per copy, to be stamped

on the first sheet (the newspaper tax wasisidependent). When the tax was reintroduced in 1803, it was at the
rate of ¥kr for all inland newspapers under one Bogekr, for inland papers of one Bogen bigger; foreign
papers paid double these rates. The decrees do not
all of different sizes and none related to newspapers.

K o S 2, hoavéver, states at the top of page 36 fihae sheet of papé 252 square Vienna Zoll, 18 high by 14

wided. He adds that 1 Vienna Zoll is about 2.63d¢#.r o mme 6 s Wi e nKalendeA 1886k givesf t
conversions between the traditional and the 4h@n metric systems. In particular, 1 Wiener Fuss is 0.316081
meters;and since the Zoll is the inch and 12 Zoll equal 1 Fuss, a Zoll is 26.34 mm. An 18 x 14 Zoll sheet is then
474 mm by 369 mm. (This is 18.67 by 14.52 inches and corresponds almost exactly to the old British paper size
fiPinched Postwhich is 18¥2 x 14% in@h s ; itds also pretty cl osefPdasto t he
which is 19 x 15 inches.)

4.12 JiS KoSnek
HewroteinNovi novl Kol ek v-188sklTch Zem2ch 1789

A uniform signet was introduced for newspapers, magazines, songs, brochures and céxretiek.
is circular, 15 mm, without a nominal value, in the middle the Habsburg coat of arms, above it a crown.
Newspapers 1.7.1789ay 1790, excise tax ¥r; brochures, comedies and songs 1.7.17B%, excise tax fr.

A significant change was thedsion of the Central Stamp Office in April 1790 to introduce a new form
of signet for newspapers. This decision was announced by a circular of the Central Stamp Office. From the end
of April 1790, a signet similar to the previous one began to be primecwspapers, but on the sides of the
Habsburg coat of arms were the letteiS,Zvhich was the abbreviation of Zeitungs Stempel (Nr 2.). The original
signet (Nr 1.) continued to be printed on brochures, various-shégts, comedies and songs.

The Cental Stamp Office considered changing this signet and introduced changes to the signets for
brochures, comedies and letters on a trial basis at the Stamp Office in Prague (Nr 3). At other stamp offices, this
new signet was not introduced, not even later,thadriginal signet (NL) was retained.

L. Hanus statesn his manuscript of 27 June 1935 that previous researchers of newspaper signets
(including Theodor Frankl in his 1927 woier Zeitungsstempel und die Stempelmarken Osteteldve
incorrectly sated that the signet with the Habsburg emblem without letters was used for signetting brochures and
comedies, and the signet with the Habsburg emblem and the leSansa& used for signetting newspapers. He
argues that such an interpretation is incdrieecause it does not correspond to the issued court decree, but also
it does not correspond to practice, because all newspapers until April or May 1790 are signetted with a newspaper
signet without the letters &.
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The existence of this new signet fomgahlets, comedies and letters was not known from published
literature. L. Hanus states in his manuscript on newspaper signets that this signet existed and was printed at
stamp office in Prague. He gives its description, but does not have an imagdehtdly found the original of
this signet on the title page of a collection of Czech poems (from 1790) printed in Prague (see inigge in
Appendix- Pr 12). | have not yet been able to find out how long it was printed at the stamp office in Prague
From the archival material that | had at my disposal, it follows that in Prague in 1791 the original signet (Nr 1.
appeared on only a few pamphlets.

The information about the first newspaper signets has been inaccurate in the professional literatu
(which is very little, however) and in some magazine articles. For many years, it was said that the signet witho
letters (Nr 1.) was used only for signetting brochures. This is not true, as L. Hanus states in his manuscript. |
studying the collection of LadistaHanus stored in the numismatic department of the National Museum, the
patent collection of the National Library and preserved period newspapers in the National Library, the Nation,
Museum library and the Strahov Cluster library, | managed to docunagtihéhsignet without letters (Nr 1) was
initially used both for signetting newspapers and for signetting brochures, songs and comedies. The signet w
the letters ZS (Nr 2.) for newspapers was introduced gradually during April and May 1790. To vesi§jaim,
| studied the available newspapers stored in the National Library and the extensive library ofilom$trat
Order in Prague at Strahowand alsg From a private collection, three annuals of the German newspaper Real
Zeitung (1789, 1790,791). The results of this study are as follows:

o0 National Library: CzechHiC.k. prazske postovske nowirgnd iiSchonfeldske c.k. prazske nodginBoth
cancelled from 4.7.1789 to 8.5.1790 with a signet without letters (Nr 1); 15.5.2498.1791 with a sigget
with letters ZS. (Nr 2.)

o0 Strahov Cluster Library: Germdiolitical Conversations of the Dea¢published in Prague) cancelled from
30.6.1789 not cancelled yet; 3. 7.17998.4.1790 with a cancellation without letters (Nr 1); 30.4.1790
25.10.1791 \th a cancellation with the lettersZ(Nr 2); from 27.10.1791 not cancelled again

o Private collection: German newspaper Real Zeitung published in Erlangen, imported to Prague; unt
30.6.1789 not cancelled; from 3.7.1789.5.1890 with a cancellation without letters (Nr 1); 14.5.1790
11.10.1791 signet with the lettersSZNr 2); from14.10.1791 again unsignetted

Signet Nr 2 for newspapers and magazi@geular, 15 mm, without nominal value, in the middle the Habsburg
coat of arms, above it a crown, next to the emblem the leefZitungsstempel), newspaper takr/

SignetNr 3 for brochures, comedies and son@gcular, 20 mm, without nominal value, in the middle the
Habsburg coat of arms with a crown, next to the emblem the let(8Bschirenstempel), tax 1 kr. It is known
only at the stamp office in Pragueor brochuresand comedies in other parts of the empire, the signet Nr 1
continued to be used.

Nr 1 is Armsin-
circle flanked by
nothingat all

Nr 2 is Armsin-
circle flanked by
ZS

Nr 3 is Armsin-
circle flanked by
BS
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4.13 Originalzeitungen

Wie heute, so gab es damals Originalzeitungen mit Originalberichten und abhangige, die aus jenen schopften,
zuweilen mit Angabe der Quellen, wie um 1620 die Nurnberger und Berliner Zeitungen, die ihre Nachrichten
besonders der Kélnischen Zeitung entnahrd@npeiden Franlifurter Zeitungen, um 1630, zeichneten das, was

sie voneinander entlehnten, durch kleinem Druck aus. Andere Entlehnungen gingen weniger sichtbar vor sich;
wir grenzen an das Gebiet dé@winkel- und Staudenschreibe die ohne selbst ordéetliBrief@d von
auslandischen Orten zu erhalten, schrieben, waBasieMarkt und anderswo aufklaubten den ordentlichen
fiBlattern ihre Zeitungemabfischte® (Nurnberger Beschwerde vom Jahre 1629 und 1631); einige Zeitungen
endlich, wie die Hildesheimer vof619, druckten einfach nach (die Hildesheimer z. B. gedruckte und
geschriebene Nurnberger Zeitungen). (Geschichte des Deutschen Buchhandels im Auftrage des Bérsenvereins
der Deutschen Buchhéndler herausgegeben von der Historischen Kommission dessediien,Band, 2.

Kapitel: Der Blchermarkt, Leipzig, 1908, S.44.)

4.14 1811

Tirol: its governance in the early 1800s

The Austrian ConventiorBliinze currency of 1753 was defined thus: 20 Gulden C.M. were made from one
Vienna Mark. This is a weight, of 280.644 graohfi833 fin&( 8 3 M% pure) silver; so it
of silver metal. This currency standard is also referred to adiaB&suldenFul® and the currency as
Kaiserwahrung (Kw). 1 fl Kw contained 11.689 grams of silver metal.

The Bavarian ConverninsMoney equivalent to the Austrian Gulden was Reichswahrung (or RW; the
abbreviation is rh for rheinische) currency which used a South German Gulden (SGG). The Cologne Mark of
233.77 gram of silver was originally made into 20 SGG, but soon into 24 8Gtandard referred to as the
fi24-GulderFuf®. In 1806 the Bavarians introduced this@E& currency into the north Tirol. It, and only it, was

the official currency there until 1 August 1818. 1 fl rh contained 9.740 grams of silver metal.

After the recovey of the Italian and lllyrian parts of Tirol (roughly, Bozen and everything to its south), Austria
took over the administration in the autumn of 1813 although many Italian and lllyrian rates remained in effect
until 31.5.1814. However, the negotiationstwBavaria over the northern part of the Tirol carried on until the
First Treaty of Paris was concluded on 3.6.1814. Austrian administration returned to Innsbruck on 26.6.1814;
and in some areas Bavarian tariffs remained until 1.9.1814. Furthermore, 316 postage, taxes etc were

to be paid in Bavarian coin, which remained in legal use until 1.8.1818! On 1.8.1818 the currency used in the
Tirol officially reverted to Austrian Conventionsmiinze; the exchange rate was 5 Kreuzer CM = 6 Kreuzer rh.

The useof paper currencies such as Bankozettel or Wiener Wahrung was never permitted within the Tirol; only
firinging coird (klingende Munze) was legal tender.

4.15 Further reading on 1811

Hubert JungwirthiiUber alte Tiroler Briefé passim.

Jean BérengefiA history of the Habsburg Empire 17018 ppl1278 andpl137.

C A MacArtney,iThe House of Austriapp43, 46

V L Tapié,fiThe rise and fall of the Habsburg Monarolp247

Ji Si KoS2nek, Zu ziakvlekvHesKch Zelichi789- 1858pRrahan2606
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4.16 1857 RGB 221

Erlass of the Ministry of Finance dated 14 November 1857, concerning the execution of the Imperial Ordinant
of 23 October 1857 (1857 RGB 207). The following is ordered:

(paragraphs land2 deal with advertisements

3 Since the supplements of the Cauti@positing newspapers which are not issued at the same time as the mair
sheet are takee only because of the tax already paid for the main sheet, only that number of supplements whi
matches the number of signettmain sheets can be treated as free of tax.

To secure the Treasury against shortfall, the main sheet and also the supplements must both be signetted.
distinction purpose¥the supplements, including those which are issued on days when no mairpphastd

shall be signetted in red, and the tax is to be paid for that number of red signets which exceeds the numbe
black ones.

4 The printing and distribution of unsignetted supplements is to be treated as a punishable offence.

5 Each publisher of a taxable newspaper or an adverssiagt, in conjunction with the printing plant involved,
shall periodically submit a Declaration for the signetting of the paper to the tax inpayment office, wherein th
number of signetted sheets)d as described in § 3 of this Verordnung the numbers of black and red signets
finally the fee due, all set out as in the following specimen filadform. For the avoidance of errors, the
enterprise and the printing plant have both to give the tax®fé t h eepgisterebhumber @rel make known
each change to the same in writing.

6 In the accountbook of the tax inpayment office a separate account is opened for each enterprise, in which tt
Declarations are entered in their chronological orBesm this account can be ascertained the number of red
signettings for which the tax is to be paid. If the enterprise submits in time copies damaged during printing (b
in no circumstances copies that remained unsold) it may apply the equivalent nubibek aihd red signets at

the end of every month free of charge.

7 For the avoidance of doubt, let it be remembered that the provisions of § 4 of the Imperial Ordinance 18¢
RGB 207 only applies to newspapers ordered from Rost@n countries by subsgtion through the Imperial

Post Offices; and that all foreign magazines, which if inland would be subject to the Cautionary Deposit (als
those appearing in Postdhion countries), require signets ok2for each copy, if they are not included in the
above-mentioned arrangements.

4.17 Wiener-Gassenzeitung

Googletranslated de.Wikisource saykhe editoriiTerzkyd was Karl August von Terzky, active as a poet and
journalist in the first half of the 19th century, who died in Vienna on June 4, 1870, in diradlrsdraits, is a
figure whose name, lifespan, events, and literary work are shrouded in mystery. His actual family name is said
have been Tersztyanski von Nadas, which in 1848 when his political adventurebexffacially changedo

Karl Terzky orKarl August von Terzkyhe had already changed his literary name several years.dddieas

born around 1808 or 1815 in Hungary, but where exactly remains unknown. He undoubtedly came from a fami
of Hungarian nationality. His childhood and adolesceao®in shrouded in mystery, though they may well have
been troubled and turbulent. and only this is fairly certain, that he undertook medical studies in Vienna and th
stayed there under the assumed profession of a practicing physician.

From June 3rd t®ctober 26th, 1848, th@Viener Gassenzeitung, zur Belehrung des Volkes geschrieben von
Terzkyo (=Vienna Street Newspaper, written by Terzky for the instruction of the people), in small quarto format
appeared in a series of 130 daily issues, writtemiml&arevolutionary and mostly extremely vulgar style,
inciting hatred against all order. With the suppression of the Viennese student movement by Windischgréatz
October 31st, Terzky's role also came to an end.
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5 Principal works consulted

ALEX, the fiReichsGesetz und Regierungsblait available odine courtesy of the Osterreichische
Nationalbibliothek athttp://alex.onb.ac.aédnd containing the collated LawBgcrees etc of the Imperial and
subsequent Austrian governments

ANNO, AAustrian Newspapers On Liaom 1568 to 1953. Contains scans of nearly every issue of nearly every
newspaper published fiGreater Austria At https://anno.onb.ac.aahd again courtesy of the Osterreichische
Nationalbibliothek

Bérenger, Jean, AA history of the Habsburg Empire 172018 ISBN 0 582 09007 5.
Bernadini and Pfalz, i100 Jahre Osterrehische Portomarkenl994(ISBN 9500358

Brandon K., Morrell R., Taylor A., fiThe story of the Austrian Post up to 183@S, 2021 (ISBN 978900118
11-1).

Duschek F (Postdirector),The AustriaPhilatelist Prague 1898, vol V pp 111113. (The samdssue contains a
German translation of M P Cpasttstarapd whicp lrepregented to the RRSLThReB 6 7 n e v
London PhilatelistJan 1898)

Ferchenbauer, Prof Dr Ulrich, Osterreich 18501918 7" edition, Volume 2, Wen 2008.
Frankl, Dr Theodor, fiDer Zeitungsstempel und die Stempelmarken Oesteréeilcbismeritz 1927,

Gaube, Anton, Die Zeitungsstempelmarken Osterreichs und Lombardeetien€Ein Nachschlagewerkol |
Vienna 1958, v ol 1 Vienna 1962; and a transl ati on
fAustriad vol 62.

Hanus, L, iStempelsignetteKatalog von Oesterreickingarnd, Prague, 1930. The subsequent volumes which
were to include Zungsstempel were never published although his manuscript exists.

Ittel, William and Burianek, Josef,fiThe Austrian Newspaper Tax Forerunrngr§he American Revenyer
197778.

Jungwirth , Hubert, illber alte Tiroler Briefé, Gries am Brenner 2002

K o ¢ z y, s $tephan fiDie Geschichte Der Stempelmarken in Osterr@i¢lenna 1924 Available online
on the APS web sitiettps://austrianphilately.com/

KoS2 dig,iNovinovli Kol ek 14891858 sPkahac200gZ editiény. h

Kropf , Hans fizeitungsstempelmarkérrhe AustriaPhilatelist Prague 1895, vol Il pp-8.

MacArtney, C. A., fiThe House of AustriaISBN 0 85224 351 0)

Mintert , Dipl.Ing Carsten, Various articles in the ArGe Osterreich BDPh bulletin, issues 31, 32, 33, 35, 47.

Ibid, Powerpoint presentation materiidas Zeitungsstempelwesen Osterreichs 1783, presented during
NAPOSTAOQ7 and during a Vindobona forum on 20.03.2007

Ibid, iDas Gebihrenund Stempelwesen in KarntgiKarntner Philatelistenclyt2011 ISBN 9783200023413,
Puschmann, Fritz /120 Jahre Osterreichischer Philatelisten Club Vindohdrianna 2000

Sturany, Josef,iDie Zeitungsstempelmarken von Osterreich und Lombardeetied, Die Postmarkes1/62,
8 December 1923.

Tapié, V. L., fiThe rise and fall of the Habsburg MonaréhgdSBN 0 269 02791 2)

Tettinek, Prof. Dipl.ing. Dr W, fiDas Signet,Vorlaufer und Mitlaufer der ZeitungsstempelmareBbie
Briefmarke94/1 pp 1724.

Tkalcsics R, fiDer Zeitungsstemp&lDie Briefmarke 1/1992 pp 402.

Ulanowsky, Paul, iNewspaper Tax StampgAustrian Philatelic Society of New York Bulletiol 19 nol.
Wurth , Dr R Osterreichische Postgeschichte X{éwe Zeittung1991
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6 RGBs and simil ar

This list of some of the Governmental pronouncements concerning newspaper taxation was prepared fre
mentions in studies such as Frankl or Kropf followed by doggduhempursuit of crosseferences. An invaluable
source of the collated Laws, Decrees etc of the Imperial and subsequent Austrian goverrfiAkEX ds the
fiReichsGesetz und Regierungsbldit the official repository of laws, decrees, edicts and the Tikas is
available odine herehttps://alex.onb.ac.atburtesy of the Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek. This invaluable
web site seems to contain mainly Justice Migisnaterial up to 1848 after which its coverage expands (and is
being constantly added to). Note that ALEX contains images of pages, not searchable text; however some pa
have an OCRO6d text option. Some RGB sdmaeyrofdhedse san bee d
found in ALEX. The same o6l awbé is often found in
the Austrian Empire there were no photocopiers in the 1780s!

| use references such as 1850 RGB 345 to fieha whaeverit-wascalled issued in 1850 with serial number
34%. | have used RGB as a convenient cach | | although the archi veos
JustizgesetzsammlungReichgesetblatt, Staatsgesetzblatt, and Bundesgesetzblatt. You may encounte
fiz.1234%: this meang$iZeile 1234% and is the serial number of the document in the index of the filing system
of the branch of government which producediitvaluable if you are in the State Archives in Vienna though of
limited use elsewhere. Note ththe documents normally give the dates when they were approved (eg by the
Emperor) and when they were issued. The RGB does not necessarily number its contents in either of these or
T eg 1850 RGB 1234 might have come into effect on 1 June 1850 an®RGEH6678 on 15 May 1850.

Copies of some other items were found in the Hofkammer Archives in the Staatsarchiv, Vienna. My approac
there was that | O6knewd that a certain document
have a copyYou need to register as a user (passport, fee), then request what you want, and return in a day
three to inspect it.

Entschliesungs are not normally retained in the RGB system, only the Law which gave effect to them. They a
probably in an annual Indle, not indexed, and handwritten.

The Post Office Verordnungs are, unsurprisingly, in the Postverordnungsblatt; at some periods the Post Offi
and the Telegraphs were merged and the r epostist or
available (order in advance) at the Technical Museum Library in Vienna, and thegyaamodicalljpecoming
available oHline.

Many Austrian newspapersar e avail able on the ANNO site. It 6s
to exit and start again. A new venture is a Postcard site: AKON

ALEX: http://alex.onb.ac.atAnd for posWWII https://www.ris.bka.gv.at/BgHPdf/
ARCHIVES: https://www.oesta.gv.at/

PVOBIatt: https://alex.onb.ac.at/cgontent/alexday?apm=0&aid=ptv
ANNO: http://anno.onb.ac.at/
AKON': https://akon.onb.ac.at/

1784 RGB 301 Stempelpatent of 5 Jinttp://alex.onb.ac.at/cgi
content/alex?aid=jgs&datum=1001&page=386&size=45

1788 RGB 776 Stempelpatt of 30 Januarfttp://alex.onb.ac.at/cgi
content/alex?aid=jgs&datum=1005&page=35&size=45

1788 Allerhochsten Entschliesung of 6 May rerig newspapers etc

1789 Gesetz of 11 May re taxing newspapers etc Waesionhttp://alex.onb.ac.at/cgi
content/alex?aid=hvb&datum=1789&page=624&size=45

1789 Gesetz of 19 Mainewspapers etc shall be tagedinz-version

1789 Gesetz of 22 Mainewspapers etc shall be tagebhnsbruckversion
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1789 WieneiZeitung of 27 June page 15: tax announced to subschtiprganno.onb.ac.at/cgi
content/anno?aid=wrz&datum=17890627&seite=15&z00m=33

1789 Wiener Kirchenzeitungf 3 July: first example of a taxed newspaper in ANNE://anno.onb.ac.at/cgi
content/anno?aid=wkz&datum=17890703&seite=1&zoom=33

1789 Hofdekret of 12 July exempting scientific jourratp://alex.onb.ac.at/cgi
content/alex?aid=hvb&datum=1789&size=45&page=631

1790 RGB 010 Hofdekret of 28 Hornung (= February) exempting folk dutim#/alex.onb.ac.at/cgi
content/alex?aid=hvb&datum=1790&page=71&size=45

1791 RGB 819 Hofdekret of 7 Septemk@e-taxing of Originalzeitunggrttp://alex.onb.ac.at/cgi
content/alex?aid=hvb&datum=1791&size=45&page=923

1791 September 14 Graz version oftdeing of Originalzeitungen

1791 September 16 Innsbruck version otabdéng of Originalzeitungen
1792 February 3 Hofdekret re-thexing of reprints of brochures
1792 February 23 Lemberg vemsiof detaxing of reprints, brochures

1802 October 5 Stempelpatdntps://alex.onb.ac.at/cqi
content/alex?aid=pgs&datum=1802&page=364&size=62

[Decrees etc in square brackets are mentioned in various documents but not yet found in ALEX.]
[180215 October Hofkammerdekret 2290/2859

18037 JanHofkammedekrethttp://alex.onb.ac.at/cgiontent/alex?aid=pgs&datum=1803&page=289&size=45
(exempting various npprs from fax

[1803 17March Dekret 7009/112%

[1808 13Januay Hofdekret 1808/270

[1817 14NovembeHofkammerdekrét

[1835 28AugustHofkammerdekret 229813

[1835 200ctoberHofkammerdekret 234443

1838 RGB 302 of 6 November 8888 (on subscriptions via the Post Office)

1840 RGB 404 of 27 January 1840 (Tax Patent)

1848 RGB 001 of 2 December 1848 (By Godds Grace We
1849 RGB 151 of 4 March 1849 (Rights, including Free Speech)

1849 RGB 161 of 13 March 1849 (The Press is not to be misused)

1850 RGB 253 of 6 April 185T0he Geman-Austrian Postal Union (came into effect on 1 July 1850)
https://alex.onb.ac.at/cgontent/alex?aid=rgb&datum=1850&page=1155&size=45

1850 RGB 345 of 6 Septdrar 1850 (Patent re taxes incl. newspaper)
https://alex.onb.ac.at/cgontent/alex?aid=rgb&datum=1850&page=1681&size=45

1857 RGB 207 of 23 October 1857 (changes to details df 345)
1857 RGB 221 of 14 November 1857 (gives many implementation details for 1857 RGB 207)

1857 RGB 243 of 23 December 185iP¢st Offices must check taxation of inland newspapers passing through
then)

1858 RGB 225 of 5 December 185%@larificationo of tax liability of 4issuespermonth newspapers)

1899 RGB 261 of 27 Decembabolition of Newspaper (and Kalender) Tax
https://alex.onb.ac.at/cgontent/alex?aid=rgh&datum=1899&size=45&page=1201
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