p41, when discussing 1858: For newspapers with larger editions the

stamper and a counter were mounted on the printing press.

Sections 4 & 5 of 1857 RGB 207 stated that foreign newspapers falling
under § 22 of 1850 RGB 345 were to be taxed as if they were inland
papers, ie those subscribed-for from member countries of the Austria-
German postal treaty; Kropf states that a Verordnung of 8 December
1857 added the Italian states. The tax was levied as part of the
subscription for the newspaper at a post office. When calculating the
amount to be forwarded by the post office to the publisher, the amount
of the tax on the newspaper was to be deducted from the subscription
price when you paid that and instead sent to the Taxman. When the
copies had arrived and were distributed, they received a postal
cancellation only, NOT a signet. This is different from the procedure for
privately-ordered newspapers; these would normally be posted in a
wrapper or cross-band and were taxed at 2 kr by the application and

cancellation of a 2 kr Newspaper Tax Stamp.

1858: New design of signet in black and red

On 14 November 1857 the Finance Ministry produced an Erlass
(1857 RGB 221) explaining in considerable detail how the Imperial Will
(as set forth in 1857 RGB 207) was to be carried out. From 1 January

1858, an inland newspaper was to receive one BLACK signet on the first
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Biabt, Seuleriirage §ir. 11,

Gmssrets fir das Ausiand \ N
mshmen Me Hereen Haasenstin
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. 11), Pomburg, Berlin, Breslen,
Wiwg Al Boonthrt o @,
®tuitgort, Beid, €t Galen, 5.
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Oesterreichisches Journal, Abendausgabe, 23 June 1871,
with red signet as prescribed.
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page of the main part; the supplements (including those issued on days

when no main sheet appeared) were to have RED signets.

The signet shows a double eagle in a 19% mm single circle, with no date
or indication of the amount of the tax. Hence, from 1 January 1858 it
had the value of 1 Kreuzer Conventions Minze (C.M); after the
monetary reform it had the value of 2 Neu-Kreuzer from 1 November
1858 to 31 December 1858 (2 months); and after the tax reduction on
1 January 1859, it had the value of 1 Neu-Kreuzer. Stamped newspapers
from the first year 1858 - especially from the last two months - are
relatively rare. Although another new design of signet was introduced in
1885, the 1858 signet was not fully withdrawn and can be found still in
use after 1890.

Each signet has an individual number. During the very first years they
were used as handstamps; later the signet was fastened to a stamping
machine. The benefit of using a stamping machine was that the machine
had an automatic counter, so that the stamped papers could easily be
accounted for. This was obviously not possible when a handstamp was

used, which allowed fraud.

1859: Blue signets?

Most sources state that a new practice was introduced on the same date

[ie 1 January 1858]: a black signet was to be applied to regular
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newspaper editions, a red one to evening editions and a blue one to
extra editions. However, in practice this was rarely done; most signets
are black. Blue signets are especially rare. The Finance Ministry Erlass
(1857 RGB 221) does not even mention blue, far less make provision for

it. But blue signets do occur...

Mintert has discovered the answer: a Finance Ministry Erlass was issued
on 8 July 1859 which amended the 1857 Erlass. This states that Special
editions of a daily newspaper, which are not issued with the Hauptblatt
itself, enjoy the tax exemption, as it is applied to other Nebenbldtter. The

same must be furnished with a blue Signet usw usf.

1859: The 1 kr adhesive

Because of the urgency, the clichés of
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of the blue 1 kreuzer value. The

horizontal bar of the figure 4 was
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removed by hand from each cliché, i

C O 1Kreuzer.©
transformingitintoa 1. Each of the 400 = ]

clichés shows slight differences in the up-strokes of the 1; the illustration
shows an adhesive and a digital enlargement of its numeral 1. This

provisional is called Type | in the literature.

This provisional issue was quite soon replaced by a 1 kreuzer stamp
made from a new matrix which differs from the old one mainly by the
complete detachment of the ribbon from the beak of the left-hand
eagle. It is called Type Il in the literature. As the new newspaper tax
stamps could not be delivered to all offices of the K.K. monarchy in time,

the officials used document or advertisement tax stamps instead. A
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brown 2 kreuzer adhesive was also produced, and issued from 1 January

1859 for the taxation of foreign newspapers.

1885: the last signet design

The last signet design was issued in 1885 (1885 RGB 161); it showed a
double eagle in a double circle, with no inscription
value or date. According to the RGB, the inner circle is
15 mm and the outer 21 mm; however all other

sources give the outer diameter as 21% mm. The outer

circle is itself double, with a thick and thin line. The
signet number is at the bottom; the value is 1 kr. A smaller version of
this signet with 19 mm outer diameter was intended for use on the
Fremdenblatt in Vienna; but examples are unknown except for a small

newspaper cutting and one copy in the Minzkabinet.

1887: a 2 kr signet

In 1887, RGB 061 dated 13 May promulgated a Verordnung of the
Finance Ministry that announced the introduction of a modified double-
circle signet worth 2 kr specifically for use in Lemberg on those foreign
papers taxable at 2 kr per copy. The details of the
design were meticulously specified: 21 mm outer
I diameter double circle, having the outer line thick

and the inner fine; 15 mm fine inner single circle;

eagle in fine lines without shading having an Arabic
2 in its central shield; number at the foot between two arabesques;

inscription in Roman capitals.
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1890: a new adhesive tax stamp design introduced

On 25 May 1890, Finance Ministry Verordnung
1890 RGB 092 announced the introduction of a
new 25 kr and of a changed design of the 1 kr &
2 kr adhesives. All were described in wordy
detail. The 25 kr was to be 28 x22 mm, and
perforated (line 12 & 13 are known); the

colour was variously described as red and

carmine. The 1 kr brown and 2 kr green were hasdasleoliafd 4
25 x 22 mm, with the value printed in “Mediaval-Antiqua” font! The
watermark of the 1 kr and 2 kr was ZEITUNGS-MARKEN whereas the
paper of the 25 kr was different and its watermark is STEMPEL-MARKEN,
the same as the documentary tax adhesives. The main purpose of this
25 kr stamp was to pay the duty (once signetted) on a half-year’s bound

volume of a weekly paper. Examples are known but are extremely rare!

1890: the 2 kr signet in Vienna

The final paragraph of Verordnung 1890 RGB 092 extended the use of
the 2 kr signet to the Central Stamping Office in Vienna from 1% June.
Dies 4, 7 & 11 are known to have been used in Vienna; dies 2, 3, 5, 8, 10,
12, & 13 are also found used, almost certainly also in Vienna as there is

no record of their approval for use elsewhere.
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1898: the Czech language signet

A Czech language version of the 1 kr double-circle
signet was introduced in late May 1898 for use on
newspapers printed in the Bohemian language (see
1898 RGB 095). It has C. K. NOVIN KOLEK instead of
K.K. ZEITUNGS-STEMPEL; the outer circle can be heavy
or light. This signet was issued to the tax offices in Prag, Budweis, Briinn,
Olmutz, Mahr. Ostrau, Kremsier and Holleschau.

This Czech signet is somewhat uncommon, because as laid down in
1899 RGB 261 of 27 December 1899,

The newspaper tax was abolished
from 1 Jan 1900.
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The Newspaper Postage Stamps of
Austria, 1851-1922

Overview

1851 issue 1858 issue 1861 issue 1863 issue
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10.1916-31.10.1920 1.1919-31.10.1920 1920/1-28.2.1922 1922-28.2.1922
Introduction

The Austro-Hungarian Empire was the first country in the world to use
special adhesive stamps for the inland postage of newspapers.
Regulations permitting registered publishers to buy discounted postage
stamps for officially-registered newspapers were announced on
12 September 1850. Effective from 1 January 1851, they were finally
replaced by cash payment on 1 March 1922. An estimated ten thousand
million (10°) newspaper stamps were printed in that period.
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In the period up to 1918, the Austro-Hungarian Empire included nearly
all of Central Europe. Eleven major ethno-language groups were
scattered across the empire: Croatian, Czech, German, Hungarian,
Italian, Polish, Romanian, Serb, Slovak, Slovene, and Ukrainian. In 1850,
the Empire’s population of over 36 million could read 229 officially-
registered regularly-printed newspapers including 102 “political” in 11
different languages, of which Vienna had 19 political and 22 others. By
1892, in Austria 23.7 million people enjoyed 1,952 publications in 20
languages (the majority in German); in Hungary 19.1 million had 791
publications in 10 languages, including one in Latin! The ordering and
inland distribution system for approved newspapers (and the
suppression of other newspapers) played a vital role in the Emperor’s
plans for increasing his subject’s feelings of being part of one unified

Empire, although this was not always successful.

An attempt has been made to unravel the details of the many changes
to the rates and the regulations. For assistance with the latter | give
grateful thanks to Fr. Mag. Sinnmayer of the Austrian Post Office, and to
the staff of the Technical Museum Library; and to whoever it is that
subsidises the “Austrian laws on line” web site. The different systems
used in Hungary and Bosnia-Herzgowina will not be discussed; | have
little knowledge and less background in these areas, and their archives

are inaccessible to and unreadable by me.
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Postage rates

The newspaper tariff paid for carriage to the delivery post office, from
which the subscriber would collect it. Delivery to a home address could
be arranged privately on advance payment of a % kr fee (per copy) to

the postmaster.

Austria moved to Gold Standard currency in the 1890s, and the new
currency of “1 Krone of 100 heller” was introduced to the Postal Service
on 1 January 1900. The new rate of 2 heller was more-or-less equal to
the previous 1 kreuzer. New newspaper stamps were issued on 20
December 1899. Post-war inflation hit the newspaper post just as for
everything else. However, the changes made to cope with it were at
different dates from the changes in the ‘ordinary post’. From 1 March
1922, newspaper postage stamps were withdrawn, and publishers had

to pay in cash when posting.

What is a newspaper?

T Frscheint tiglich Nachmiitag 3 Uhr,
1] annmemonfnr Wiea (maii.xwag‘a chuckymonadich lﬂ.por

L,z 0 0r,
g Ils 12800

A newspaper is a document, nearly always printed (although a few are
cyclostyled handwriting) containing current affairs, news, politics,
finance, business, literature, essays and adverts. Latterly they contained

pictures. Those containing “news” were subject to a tax.
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The postal reforms of 1849/50 required prepayment of postage: this was
laid down for newspapers in a Postal Decree of 12 September 1850. The
Austrian newspaper stamps provided a way for publishers (but not the
general public) to pay a discounted postage rate for newspapers,
magazines, etc, which had been officially registered with the postal
authorities. The special rate was 60% of the full rate, and without weight
limits; it included all the supplements and evening issues so beloved by
Austrian newspapers. The newspaper and any supplements had to be
contained in a paper band called the Schleife or Kreuzband with the
recipient’s address and a newspaper stamp. All other mailings of
newspapers had to carry normal postage stamps, and pay the full

printed matter rate.

The postal authorities supplied the reduced rate newspaper stamps only
to designated post offices, where newspaper publishers could obtain
them; but only in whole sheets of 100, and only for cash, and only at the
post office where they posted their newspapers. Furthermore, the
newspapers had to be posted with all the newspapers addressed to a
specific delivery post office in one bundle, with a paper wrapper bearing
the name of the sending post office as well as the number of newspapers
enclosed. Single newspapers could be handed in unbundled, and had
their newspaper stamp cancelled with the postmark of the originating
post office. The wrapper of packaged newspapers received a
cancellation next to the name of the sending post office; the cancellation
of the newspaper stamps on the newspapers was done after the

wrapper was opened at the delivery post office.

The system was designed for subscribers requiring postal delivery of a
registered newspaper for a quarter, half, or full calendar year. The

subscriber selected their paper from the approved list, and paid in
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advance. The newspaper tariff paid for carriage to the delivery post
office, from which the subscriber would collect it. Delivery to a home
address could be arranged privately on payment of a % kr fee (per copy)
to the subscriber’s postmaster. A % kr stamp was introduced in 1880 so
that subscribers could add home delivery to their subscription. Separate
newspaper sections were attached to the post offices in the large towns,
to facilitate the handling of newspapers and magazines, to accept
subscriptions for such publications, and to sell the discounted stamps.
They existed at more than thirty post offices including about ten in
Lombardy-Venetia. Since most of these stamps were cancelled on
arrival, not at the place of posting, considerable number of postmarks
were used for that purpose which were not used to cancel postage

stamps.

Another advantage of stamps without value indication is that when the
newspaper postage rates changed, new stamps were not needed: the
old stamps were simply sold at the new postage rate. Since the
newspaper publishers had to obtain the stamps only at their designated
post office, devious exploitations of the currency difference between

Austria and Lombardy-Venetia were not possible.

The newspaper sections had their own cancellers, used on documents
and forms as well as on newspaper stamps. Those found on Austrian
letter-postage stamps probably originate from newspapers and
magazines sent to foreign countries, which required franking with
normal postage stamps. In addition, the postmarks of newspaper
sections were used regularly for cancelling the foreign postage stamps
on incoming newspapers and magazines. Other cancellers were used
too: old pre-stamp handstamps, office town-name cancellers intended

for forms, ‘PAID” markers and Postal Directorate cancels! All this explains
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why the rarity of specific postmarks on newspaper stamps has no

relationship to their rarity on postage stamps.

The system

Postal matters and everything else were governed by Laws; | call them
all ‘laws’ although they vary in status from full-scale decisions of The
Emperor Himself, through Verordnungs of whichever Ministry had
responsibility for postal matters, to civil service memoranda explaining

how to give effect to the regulations.

Conveniently for this research, the newspaper postal service was
redefined from scratch in sections 5 and 6 of “1906 RGB 251” which
means Law 251 of the vyear 1906 as promulgated in the
Reichsgesetzblatt, the collected Laws of Austria. The Austrian database
(and its contents lists) contains images of pages, not text, so is not
searchable. After 1918 it became the SGB, Staatsgesetzblatt. Each year
is numbered from 1, except 1934 where Dolfuss restarted from 1 on 1

May on the creation of the ‘Bundesstaat’.

The Austrian National Library makes the Reichsgesetzbuch available on

line, free, at https://alex.onb.ac.at/ This include surprisingly detailed

philatelic information such as descriptions and issue dates. The other
vital source is the Postverordnungsblatt, the bulletins issued to the
Post’s employees and sold to the public. Normally the complete text of
postal decrees in the RGB is repeated verbatim in a
Postverordnungsblatt. Until recently, the only publicly available copies
were the printed annual collections held by the Vienna Technical
Museum Library. Some are now available on line at

https://alex.onb.ac.at/cgi-content/alex-day?apm=0&aid=ptv Both
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these resources are in the German language and usually in
Frakfurschriff; and the on-line copies are scans not text so cannot be
word-searched. The handbooks written by Miiller, Klein, Kainbacher,

Ferchenbauer, and the Austria Netto Catalogue, are also invaluable.
The details of the 1906 postal rates are typically complex:

» Is the item a registered newspaper ordered from an accredited
publisher by an inland subscriber? If not, it is treated as whatever class
of post it qualifies for (typically Printed Matter) and charged

accordingly.

» Is the newspaper published more than once per week (subsequently
clarified to include “more than 52 times per year”)? If so, the rate is

2 heller per copy irrespective of its weight.

» If not, is the newspaper published once or less per week but at least
twice per month AND does each copy weigh not more than 250 grams?

If so, the rate is 2 heller per copy.

» For newspapers that do not fall into any of the above weight and

frequency categories, the rate is 2 heller per 100 grams or part thereof.

» Subscribed-for evening issues and supplements, and also calendars,
brochures, price-lists, and such issued as part of the subscription
package, and subscription-renewal forms, all travel post-free provided
that they are enclosed in the same wrapper as the newspaper and do

not make it too large for letter mail.

» Items forming part of the subscription package, which for whatever
reason didn’t qualify for free-with-the-paper postage, and which
weighed no more than 30 grams, were handled as printed matter at a

special highly reduced rate of % heller for one copy weighing up to 10
28



grams, % heller for 10+ to 20 grams, and 1 heller for 20+ to 30 grams.
The postage was paid in cash, fractions of hellers in the total amount

being rounded up. [‘Normal’ printed matter was 3 h for 50 grams.]

The newspaper stamp issues

Issue | Issue date | ANK Valid till |Introduced in:

1851 | 1.1.1851 6-9 31.5.1864 | 1850 PVOB Nr53

1858 | 1.11.1858 | 16-17 | 31.5.1864 | 1858 RGB184

1861 | 21.12.1860 23 31.5.1864 | 1860 RGB275

1863 | 1.6.1863 29 31.8.1869 | 1863 RGB044

1867 | 1.6.1867 42 30.9.1900 | 1867 RGB079

1880 | 1.12.1880 43 |31.12.1899| 1880 PVOB Nr 64

1899 | 20.12.1899 | 97-104 |31.12.1916| 1899 RGB232

1908 |During 1908 |157-160|31.12.1916| 1907 RGB275

1916 | Oct 1916 |212-215/31.10.1920| 1916 RGB319

1919 | Jan 1919 |247-251/31.10.1920| 1918 PTVOBO067 Nr 67

1920 | 1920-21 |293-311| 28.2.1922 | 1919 PVOBO0O01 Nr2

1922 1922 409-416| 28.2.1922 | 1921 PVOB064 Nr 193
1 March 1922 “All payments in cash” 1922 RGB091

The 1851 newspaper stamp issue

left, without

denomination; imperforate. The first issue, the 1851

Mercury head in a square, facing

‘blue Mercury’, was sold to publishers at 1 Gulden

“Conventions-money” (“CM”) per sheet of 100. The

Gulden was divided into 60 kreuzer, so each stamp had the nominal
value of 0.6 kreuzer. In 1858, Austria changed from Conventions-money

to “Austrian currency” (“6.W.”), which required the issue of new stamps.
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The price per sheet in the new currency was 1 Gulden 5 kreuzer 6.W.
Since 1 Gulden 6.W. now contained 100 (new) kreuzer, a single stamp’s
value was 1.05 kreuzer. On 1 Jan 1868 the price-per-sheet was reduced

to 1 Gulden, so a single stamp’s value was 1 kreuzer.

Shortly before the issue of these stamps, it was decided to provide
separate stamps for 10 newspapers in a common wrapper (or ‘band’ or
‘bundle’) and for packets of fifty newspapers. This posed few problems:
since the newspaper stamps had no value indication, all that was
required was a print run in the new colour. The postage for ten
newspapers was 6 Kreuzer, for which yellow stamps were printed; for
fifty the postage was 30 Kreuzer and the stamp was in rose. Since the
stamps had no value indication, they could be used also in the provinces
of Lombardy and Venetia (see frames 50-51). They were valid as in
Austria for one, ten or fifty newspapers and were sold at the
corresponding exchange rate in Italian currency; so a parallel issue with
Centesimi-Lira currency was not needed. Blue, yellow, & rose were

issued on 1 January 1851 and were valid until 31 May 1864.

Problems soon arose. It was difficult to see the yellow stamps on the
newspapers, especially under the light of paraffin lamps. The blue
stamps could be (and were!) chemically treated so that they turned
yellow. And the rose stamp was very little used: there were few packets
with 50 copies, and the cost of 50 Gulden in cash in advance for a whole
sheet of the rose stamp was very high for a newspaper publishing house.
[Today’s purchasing power of 50 fl 6.W in 1851 is 1014 Euro!] Instead
they used multiple frankings of the smaller values, to the delight of

modern collectors.

The rose newspaper stamp was withdrawn at the end of 1852 by a Postal

Decree dated 9 October. The available stocks were all sold to a Viennese
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publisher at the price of a blue stamp for use on a single newspaper. The
yellow stamp was withdrawn in April 1856, and again all the available
stocks were sold to a Viennese publisher. Like the rose, most of the

known yellow stamps originate from this time.

To replace the yellow stamp, a red stamp for 10 copies

"

was issued on 21 March 1856: the legendary “red

Mercury”. It was only valid for two years. The particular

rarity of the red Mercury comes from several elements.
It was pasted on the wrapping of newspaper packets, so when a
newsagent or stall-holder got the newspaper packet, they quickly tore it
open, to get at the newspapers, and the packaging along with the
stamps was discarded. The edition was not very high either: there was
only one print run of 300 sheets ie four times 100 stamps: 120,000 in
total. Maybe only a part of the edition was used; certainly only about
two dozen genuinely-used red Mercuries have survived. Almost
certainly, a newly-discovered one will be either a reprint (there were
53,500!), a forgery, or an escapee from some official file. The red
newspaper stamp was invalidated from 31 December 1858, and not
reused as a stamp for single newspapers. The remainders were probably

incinerated with the remainders of the stamp issue of 1850.

The blue 1851 newspaper stamps were used until exhausted along with
the newly issued newspaper stamps of 1858 at the new rate of 1.05 kr
Austrian currency. They must have been sold out (at different dates in
different offices) before the newspaper stamps of 1858 were used, since
mixed frankings are not known. The blue, yellow and rose newspaper

stamps of 1851 were formally invalidated from 31 May 1864.

I've been saying "rose". What | mean is the colour that normal male

Europeans with perfect colour vision (like me) would today call "rose".
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But do you remember your Shakespeare? Romeo and Juliet, ACT II:
“What's in a name? That which we call a rose / By any other name would
smell as sweet.” What's Juliet got to do with stamps? The decrees state
that the Mercuries introduced in 1851 are called Blau, Gelbe & Rote
which we translate as Blue, Yellow, and Red, while the 1856 replacement
for the yellow is called Hochrote, which translates as Vermilion or Scarlet
or Red. The colour hasn't changed - but the Austrian language has. The

colour called red in 1850 is called rose in 2025!

The 1858 newspaper stamp issue

The change from “Conventions-money” to “Austrian
currency” in 1858 required the issue of new postage

stamps; a new newspaper stamp was also issued. The
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long-intended change of the stamp design was

accomplished also, the simple coat of arms being replaced
by the embossed head of Franz Joseph facing left, closely resembling the
3 kr value. The left side inscription was written “STEMPEL” instead of
STAMPEL. Again the newspaper stamp displayed no value designation,
and was imperf. The only stamp issued was for individual newspapers,
and it kept the familiar colour blue; so it could also be used in Lombardy-
Venetia. As before, the newspaper stamps were sold only to the

newspaper publishing houses and only in whole sheets.

The blue colour of the newspaper stamp was taken over from the
preceding issue. However, as the stamps had a similar design to normal
postage stamps, it could easily be accidentally or deliberately confused

with the 15 kr blue postage stamp. So the colour of the newspaper
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stamps was changed by a Postal Decree of 16 March 1859: from August

1859 the newspaper stamps were printed in lilac [ 2%

(fortuitously photosensitive) and issued after the blue
ones ran out. The change was simultaneous with the

colour change of the 3 kr stamp from black to green.

The 1861 newspaper stamp issue

This is sometimes referred to as the 1860 issue! The newspaper stamp

e T T —— i,

shows the head of the emperor Franz Joseph, in a frame
designed specifically for the newspaper stamps. In the
left-hand edge inscription, the old form “STAMPEL”

% | appears again. The colour remained the same

photosensitive lilac as previously. The sale price of 1 Gulden 5 kreuzer

for the sheet of 100 remained constant.

The 1863 newspaper stamp issue

Theissue of 1861 did not last long. As the German-Austrian
Postal Union of 1850 required uniform colours for the most

important stamps, the colours of the existing 10 kr and

15 kr postage stamps would have had to be changed.

Instead, a new series was issued, with the “coat of arms eagle” instead
of the sovereign’s head. The newspaper stamps changed to the new
design, with the coat of arms eagle in an octagonal frame with a larger

inscription.
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The 1867 newspaper stamp issue

Following the Compromise with Hungary, new postage
stamps had to be rapidly issued without inscription; and

the newspaper stamp, which had even more wording, had

x—ﬂJ “| tobe changed also. The 1867 newspaper stamp began with

T T |

a wooden die. From this a first matrix plate was prepared, and from this
the working die, exactly the same as the wooden, by casting with
letterpress metal. Since the lines in the design had not reproduced
correctly, the working die was re-engraved; the second matrix plate was

taken from this and the printing dies prepared from the latter.

In this issue, private perforations appear in large numbers for the first
time. The newspaper publishing houses had the names of the
subscribers printed on address labels in sheet form. These strips with
the printed address of the subscriber were very narrow, having the
height of the newspaper stamps. The sheets of newspaper stamps were
cut into strips, and one strip pasted on an address label sheet; when it
was cut up each address label then had a stamp. To be able to tear the
strips of the newspaper stamps more easily from the full sheet, it was

perforated vertically (sometimes also horizontally).

The 1880 newspaper stamp issue

The newspaper tariff of 1 Kreuzer paid for carriage to the
delivery post office, from which the subscriber would

collect it. Delivery to an address within the delivery area of

that office could be arranged privately on payment of a fee

to the postmaster. Possibly in a regulation of 1 January 1851, the fee was

fixed at % kr. The green 1880 % kr stamp was introduced so that
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subscribers had the option of paying for home delivery when placing
their subscription. They were only valid, however, if your local Post

Office was state-run.

The 1899 newspaper stamp issue

Austria moved to Gold Standard currency in the 1890s,
and the new currency of “1 Krone of 100 heller” was

introduced to the Postal Service on 1 January 1900. The

new rate of 2 heller was more-or-less equal to the

previous 1 kr. New newspaper stamps were issued on 20 December
1899. They had a new design, with the familiar mercury head, somewhat
modernized, in a square frame. Similarly to 1851, there were 2 h blue,
6 h orange, 10 h brown and 20 h rose stamps for one, three, five or ten
newspapers. The same design is found on postal stationery, especially
on wrappers printed to private order for which the colour was changed,

the blue 2 h value becoming a very light green.

The 1908 newspaper stamp issue

The 1908 stamp issue, commemorating the 60t
anniversary of emperor Franz Joseph, was the first issue

which was consciously conceived as a work of art. It was

in the Jugendstil style (Austrian Art Nouveau), by the

renowned artist Professor Koloman Moser. The newspaper stamps had
the Mercury head, no inscription, large value numerals, no perforations.
There were 2 h blue, 6 h orange, 10 h red & 20 h brown.
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The 1916 newspaper stamp issue

The newspaper stamp issue of 1916 was produced
mainly to raise funds for the war. It used a new drawing
by Dr Rudolf Junk, which features a long inscription

“KAISERLICH KONIGLICHE OSTERREICHISCHE POST” (Imperial

Royal Austrian Post) around the Mercury head. Numerous private

perforations exist; sometimes very sloppy, and double perforating

frequently occurs. Stamps perforated on all four sides but also cut on

two sides arise when a strip of privately-perforated stamps is stuck on

an address label sheet which is then cut up. The colours changed yet

again; there were 2 h brown, 4 h green, 6 h blue, 10 h orange and 30 h

brown. Private printings occur: the 2 h stamp is red instead of brown.

The 1918 “Deutschosterreich” overprints

On 12 November 1918 the war ended and the Republic
of Deutsch-Osterreich was proclaimed; the weight-
independent newspaper rate of 2 h introduced on
1 January 1900 remained unchanged till 30 June 1920.

The 1920 “Renner’” newspaper stamp issue
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When the postage rates increased on 15 Jan 1920, newspaper
stamps in new values and a new design were required. The
“Renner-issue” (named after the designer J F Renner, not the

politician Karl) showed Mercury full-face surmounted with

“Deutschosterreich”. As inflation increased, new values were issued up to 3 Kr,
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and the series finally included 19 values. They were never all simultaneously

available, since the low values were withdrawn or exhausted.

From 1 July 1920 a fundamental change was introduced. Newspapers that
issued 2 or more issues on 1 or more days per week had to pay in cash an
amount calculated on the total annual weight. Only less-frequent publications
continued to use adhesive newspaper stamps. The rates for these were 6 h up
to 25 grams; over 25 grams 10 h per 50 grams or part thereof; 50% extra if
sent as a roll. Inexorably, the rates rose (and rolls were charged twice as much
as flats): on 1 April 1921 to 9 h, 15h, 30 h; on 1 Oct 1921 to 18 h, 30 h, 60 h;
and on 1Jan 1922 to 45 h, 75 h, 150 h.

The 1922 “Dachauer” newspaper stamp issue

The treaty of St Germain forbade the use of
“Deutschosterreich”, and all stamp issues had to be

changed. Professor Dachauer produced a unified design

for everything, including the newspaper stamps. The

current newspaper stamps remained valid until sold out, so there are no
exact First Days. This issue is the last newspaper postage issue of Austria.
Quite suddenly, the postal ordinance of 18 February 1922 withdrew

newspaper stamps from 1 March 1922, and all postage was paid in cash.
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Shown above is the Pusterthaler Bothe of 18 May 1860, sent to
Schwertberg / Post Mauthausen. The postage is paid with a lilac-
coloured 1858 adhesive applied to the address label. The newspaper
was edited and printed in Bruneck, South Tirol. It was sent to the Post
Office at Mauthausen, Upper Austria and the adhesive cancelled there.
Schwertberg is about 10km north of Mauthausen, and its Post Office
didn’t open until 1864. Mail in 1860 would either have been carried by
a messenger, or collected by someone from the Schloss - the paper is
addressed to the Zimmermeister, the chief carpenter. The postage

stamp has parts of the double-ring cancel of Mauthausen.

The newspaper tax is paid with a blue 1858 1 kr tax stamp, cancelled by
an Austrian Fiscal Office cancel which is underneath the printing of the
newspaper’s masthead. The tax stamp is required to be applied before
the paper is distributed by the printer. This is called a “pseudo-mixed
franking” because it has two different adhesives for two different

purposes.
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Jreitag Den 2, Mdry 1855,

VIL Jabrgang.

Die Nene Salzburger
Beitung crideint tdglid
jweimal: bas Abendblatt
um 6 [1hr Abendd, das Diors

vievieljdbeig 2 fl. 04
aatfid 40 fr, I — Mit
tiglidier Poftnfenbung halh-
jibrig 5 {l. 36 fr. — wiertel~
jibrig 2 fi. 50 fr. — imo-
natlig 1 fl. Sent, -Diilng,

Die Statuten der LB priv. diterv. Staatseifenbahn-
Gefellfchaft,

Die ,,Ofb. Pofi’’ bringt den TWortlaut der Statuten Dec
£ E prio. ofiecr. Staafseifenbabhn:-Gejellidaft.
Die Gtatuten entbalten 53 Paragrappe. Die Gefelichaft
muf fich bis 1. UYpril v I Fonflituiven, Jbr Foend beltebt
aus 8o JRIll. fl. (cber 200 Millionen Franfen 4 24 ) in
400,000 Uktien a 200 fl. Diefe 200 Mill. Francs vertheis
fen fich ouf Sina, UYenjtein und E5feles 45, auf Fould und
Fould:-Oppenbeim 18, auf Unbree unb Gallieca je 20, ouf
Gmil und Sjaf Percire je §, ouf den Gredit mobilier 44,
ouf Pescotore 6, ouf Baron Seilliere, Sebr. Mollet, Sraf

FMovny, bes Urts Muffard je 5. auf UD. V'Gidthal, Uribar..

ren, $. Bicka, Gaf. Salvader je 3 Mill. Der vrfte Verpals
tungsrath bat bas Medt, pur Bollendung ber Arbeiten 2c.
Unfehen i3 sum Gefammtbetrage von podfiens 100 Mmil,
Gronfen aufyunebmen; der fpdfere Bermaltungsrath mufp jede
Yuinabme von Unlehen der General » Berfommlung vorlegen.
'Die Tilgung der Ubtien gefdhicht binnen go Jahren, vom 1.
Sdnner 1858 an gerechner, bie au tilgenden Ubtien werben
jébrlich durdy eine in IBien vorunchmenbe RBerlofung be-
fimmt. — Gben fo publicict die ,,Ofd. Poft” die aus 21
Yrtifeln beftehende Gifenbabn » Kongeffiondurfunbe und vers
foricht jene {iber bie Berge und Hittrenwerfe morgen nacyu-

tragen.  Nach Aet. 8. der Gifenbabn=Kongeffionsurfunbe darf
e e e

Mene

enblatt wm® Ubr friih, — ®
dnumeration filc PMor- P Dberer’jde (Gudl und !
gen = unb Abendblatt fitr ter) Budbdruderet, Haf &
Salyburg halbjdfrig 4 fl. — & vaipla . 552, 1.
—m A |

Q{B eﬁbfl[ﬂtt‘ : _ [atts%fr.,bae!lkoj

. gersdumt.

Snferafe werben Bere
fite Imal pr. Zeile mit 3
fity Smal 4 fr. RM. Re
tion: DMacltplag E)l‘r.h |
2. Gtod. — Erpedit

@elbbricfe find fron!
jujenben, offene ek
tionen find portojret.
elne Biitier bes

Blatts 4 fr. M.

urfpriingliden Kongefiionsseit (1948) bezablt. Alle Urfunben
bitfer Kongeffion unterliegen nur einem firen Stempel von
1 fl. Als Gnegeld fiie die Kongeffion zohlen die KRongeffiondre
bem Staat 65,450,000 fl. KIN, in Gold vber Silder, und
jwar burd) 36 ©St. feine Jinfen tragende flempelfreie Schulbs
verfdhreibungen, beren erfie am 1. IMdry 1855, Ddonn den
erften jeben folgenbenm 9Ronats cine, fomit die lefte am 1.
Febr. 1858 sablbar ifl. 35 Stitd lauten auf je 1,809,500 fl,y
bie leste ouf 2,117,500 fl. Die erften 13 diefer Schulbver:
fhreibungen miiffen ouf Bevlangen bes Staats ju 4 pCL
esfomptirt werben, (Sdhlug folgt.)

7 Die uneucften Fadridhten vom RKRricgsidhanplasie.

Aus BVarna, 17. Febr., witd beridyret: Bon ben pon:
tifdhen Feldherrn wird der Plan, nod) einige 3 — 4 Wodyen
in ber Defenfive, b, b, im Kompfe mit dem Wintferroetter
und mit den Muflen, auszubareen, firenge befolgt, Bis sum
20,—30, Mdry wirb — deffen fann mon gewip fein — eine
gany reorganificte Aermee von 150,000 IMann am taurifden
Boben ftehen, und evft dann wicd die Dffenfive gegen Sebas
flogol und gegen die Feldbarmee ves Fiirften Menyifoff ergrif:
fen mwerben.

Die Nuffen bhaben bdie Selegenbeit, ecinen Hauptidhlog
gegen bie vor 3—4 Moden gechwddyren Aliicten yu fithren,

('1%3%'&8’9'&)

wIpQ 19 Jmwsgndag: 3 3 1993

re Hoffnung, bder Winter werde als der befte rufe ©

’

Here are two copies of the evening edition of the Salzburg Newspaper
for Friday 2 March 1855, posted to the town council office at St Gilgen

and cancelled there on arrival.
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A wrapper for two copies of the newspaper “Hospodarské Noviny” sent to
Josef Danes at Chlumci nad Cidlinau aka Chlumetz an der Zidlina. [Chlumci
is more often spelt Chlumec; and is Votocek Vol 13 #334.] The title page of
one copy is still in the wrapper, which has a Chlumetz arrival cancel on the
back. Franked with a rare full-margined vertical pair of deep blue 1858-
issue stamps with an oval newspaper cancel from Prag:

PRAG O.P.A. ZTGS. EXP. 24/1, 2.U. Note the 3.5mm vertical separation

between the stamps.
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A newspaper wrapper sent to the Bezirksamt (local district office) in
Kalwarya (in Galicia). The wrapper is franked with a strip of three dark
lilac Type Il 1859-issue stamps, cancelled with a straight-line KALWARIA
/ 2 MAI. The town of Kalwarya was founded in 1617 as Zebrzydow; in
1640 it was expanded and named Nowy Zebrzydéw; in 1772 it was
annexed by Austria during the First Partition of Poland and renamed
Kalwarya; and in 1890 it was renamed Kalwarya Zebrzydowska. After

WWI it returned to Poland (and according to Wikipedia it has retained
the 1890 name).
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fiche, secondo I'opportuniti — Tre Fascicoli formano un Volume.

: aryzunmare ‘od inserire negli Annalé, dovranno essere spedili, fran-
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Fascicolo di Gennajo 1858,

—000—

Dx quesli Annali si pubbica ogm mese un Fascicolo di quat!or-
dici fogli in 8.° con {avold incise in rame, o inlegno, o lilogra=

Il prezzo dell’ annuale associazione & di lire 56 austriache so
nanti; ¢ per tulta la Monarthia Austriaca, per il Piemonte, per i
i ducati di Parma, Modena, e Toscana, e per la Romagna dl lire |f
43 austrlache franchi @ o&m spesa col ez z0 Postale.

i prezzo si paga anhclpalo per semesitre.

Le assoclazmm si - ricevone a Milano dalla Socield per la pub
blicazione degli Annali Universali delle Scienze e dell’ Industria
dalla. Spedizione Generale delle Gazzelte, dagli Uffici postah ¢ daj
principali Librai d’Italia e dell’ Estero. :

I mmue i'manescritti che i mediei italiani desnderasscro fa

chi di ogni spesa, al Compilalore sig. Dellore Romolo Griffini,
&mtrada di Bliera N“ {o(rO

_ MILANO
Presso LA Sociera’ pER 14 prosLicazions pEcLt Axxatt Usiversaris
pers: Scisze E peLy’ Inpustria
» ‘'a Galieria De-Cristoforis. Ly :
! 85 8 ; bt

Blue Mercury type lllb, horizontal strip of 10 tied to front cover of Annali
Universali di Medecina, volume 163, the Fasciolo (issue) for January
1858. Published in Milan; cancelled MILANO 13/2. Used to send a bundle
of 10 copies.
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Further reading: in English

Berenger, J. (2014): “A history of the Habsburg Empire 1700-1918”,
London; New York: Routledge, ISBN 0 582 09007 5.

Giblin, J. “Austria” 66/20, 67/15, 68/41, 70/8, 71/10, 72/9, & 72/20,
which are translations from the 1970 Wiener Briefmarken Spiegel
articles, themselves translating “A Magyar Belyegek Monografiaja”

from Hungarian into German. These articles cover details of papers and
watermarks; the definitions of the subtypes may not be those used here.

Klein, W (1967): “The Regular Postmarks of the Permanent Local Post
Offices in the Austrian half of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy.” Vol 1:
introduction; Vol 2: section 14.

Mdaller, E. (1951): “The 1851 Newspaper Stamps of Austria and
Lombardy-Venetia”, The Collectors Club Philatelist, Vol. XXX, No. 1, Jan,
reprinted in Austria 174 pp. 29-46.

Mdller, E. (1961): “Handbook of Austria and Lombardy-Venetia
cancellations on the postage stamp issues 1850 to 1863-64" - the
introduction passim.

Rieger, E. (2001): 2" issue of Klein Vol 1 (with Klein's original
introduction translated into German!).

Taylor, A. (2004): “The 1867 Newspaper Postage Stamp”, Austria, issue
148 pp. 5-49.

Taylor, A. (2011): “Austrian Newspaper Post from the accession of
Charles I”, Austria, issue 178 pp. 13-29.

Wurth, R (1991): “Die Zeittung” - from the postmaster sheets of the 16t
century to the modern newspaper. Wurth's Postal History vol XIV.

Note: “Austria” is the APS quarterly journal. Copies are deposited with
the British Library; the reference is ISSN 0307-4331.

The author will be happy to answer queries! andy@kitzbuhel.co.uk
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Further reading: in German

ANK, “Osterreich Netto Spezialkatalog”. Always use the latest issue
(currently the 815t - “2025-2026"). ISBN 978-3-902662-79-8.

Archive of Laws and regulations of Austria, “Reichs-, Staats- &
Bundesgesetzblatt” available at https://alex.onb.ac.at/ (accessed 2 Jan
2026).

“Die Briefmarke”, Anon, April 1997 pp 33-40. 75 anniversary of the last
newspaper postage stamp.

Ferchenbauer, U. (2008): “Osterreich 1850-1918, vols | & II".
https://www.ank.at/kategorie-1/unterkategorie-1/dr-ferchenbauer-kataloge/
often have copies. Self-published; Vienna.

Gatterer, J. (1990): “Der Zeitungsversand waehrend der Inflationszeit” .
In “110 Jahre Osterreichischer Philatelistenclub Vindobona Wien” pp
204-211, published by Vindobona.

Gatterer, J. (2024): “Die Zeitungsmarken-Ausgaben von 1867 und 1880”
https://www.vindobona.club/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Zeitungsmarke-1867.pdf
has a downloadable file.

Karasek, H. (1990): “Inflation in Osterreich 1918-1925". Self-published. **

Klauninger, J. (1988): “Die Zeitungsmarken 1867: Violetter Merkur”, in
“Die Briefmarke”, Feb-April 1988.

Koczynski, S. (1924): “The History of Austrian Revenue Stamps".
Available on the APS website’s Online Library, access via
http://www.kitzbuhel.co.uk/library2/index.htm (accessed 2 Jan 2026).

Kroiss, P. (2008): “Belege der Osterreichischen Inflationszeit 1918-1925",
Biedermannsdorf, pp. 220-250. **

Kropf, H. (1902): “Die Postwertzeichen der Oesterr.-ungar. Monarchie”,
Prague, pp 92-93. **

Postverordnungsblatt: most years are available by prior reservation at
the Vienna Technical Museum Library. Some years are available here to
read and download (accessed 2 Jan 2026):
https://alex.onb.ac.at/cgi-content/alex-day?apm=0&aid=ptv

Puschmann et al. (1992): “Osterreich-Ungarn: 125 Jahre Ausgabe 1867,
Chapter 10. Vindobona, Vienna.

** Often available in on-line auctions.
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