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“Glücklich ist / Wer vergisst / Was doch nich zu ändern ist”. 

EDITORIAL 218 

Numiphil 2021 was ambushed by Covid. Your thrice-jabbed Editor would have been entitled to fly to Vienna, 

and after a week in the airport fly back home again; but not to enter the country.The big Sindelfingen Fair was 

also cancelled, because the venue, lacking event bookings, went bust. Roll on 2022. I think. 

BBC Radio 3’s relay of the Vienna New Year Concert. “The Blue Danube”, announced Petroc Trelawney 

authoritatively, “was written to raise morale after Australia's defeat by Prussia in the 7 Years' War”.  

Try it once more, this time with the music… we proudly announce a traditional 

Fest, to be held from late afternoon, Friday 16 September to noon, Sunday 18 

September at The Bull Hotel, Peterborough. Basic arrangements will follow the 

historic pattern. A booking form is enclosed for UK-resident members; everybody 

else is equally welcome and should email Andy Taylor. 

Question from A.B. In the pre-UPU period at least, letters from India to Europe would travel first to Alexandria 

on the ships of the East India Company and later the Peninsular & Oriental Steam Navigation Company (P&O). 

At Alexandria they would be transferred to the ships of the Austrian Lloyd to go to Trieste; and thereafter overland 

to the relevant destination be it Italy or Prussia or Netherlands. Reg Kirk wrote many books on the sailing 

schedules of the P&O from/to Suez and Alexandria, and we can trace the steamers a particular letter would have 

been carried on. A.B. is looking for similar sailing schedules for the Austrian Lloyd steamers on the Alexandria-

Trieste route. Which book can he find them in? Neither Tschilingirian/Stevens nor Smith have it. 

Roll of Distinguished Philatelists: at the meeting of the Board of Election on 2nd January 2022 it was 

unanimously agreed that the following philatelists be invited to be the new signatories to the Roll: Dr. Bruno 

Crevato-Selvaggi, RDP, FRPSL (Italy); Reinaldo Estevᾶo de Macedo, RDP, FRPSL (Brazil); Hugh V. Feldman, 

RDP, FRPSL (United Kingdom); Malcolm Groom, RDP, FRPSL (Australia); and Patricia Stilwell Walker, RDP, 

FRPSL (USA) 

Elephant problem! Those of you who collect modern Austrian stamps will know that some are made from exotic 

materials and in curious shapes. A first-world-problem is how to mount them on a flat sheet of paper alongside 

‘normal’ stamps to put in an album, without the pile of sheets looking like an elephant under a duvet. For example, 

the Augarten porcelain rose stamp in its presentation box is 6.5mm thick, while a normal stamp is 0.1mm. Then 

there are stamps with crystals, which poke holes in the sheet above. All ideas welcomed… 

Die Gelblinge: In a third article on the first Austrian postal cards, the so-called ˮGelblingeˮ, Frans Jorissen and 

Lars-Olof Nilsson treat the first bilingual issue, issued in the end of 1871. In this series of 5 cards, mostly 

catalogued as numbers 3 to 7, the text on the cards is not only in German, but also in Bohemian (n° 3), Italian (n° 

4), Polish (n° 5), Ruthenian (n° 6) or Slovenian (n° 7). On the basis of a detailed analysis, the authors conclude 

that these five different cards have probably been printed with only two plates of 64 cards, on which cards with 

different languages were mixed. They suggest that on these two plates, there were 40 clichés of the Bohemian 

card, 32 of the Italian card, 24 of the Polish one, and 16 each for the Ruthenian and Slovenian cards. In a long 

appendix, the authors give a detailed description of the 67 clichés of which they have at least two copies in their 

collections. This article is freely available at http://www.postalstationery.org/html/articles.html which is the 

website of the FIP Postal Stationery Commission. 

London2022: notable APS results include a Gold Medal for our new book. See the Newsletter for more detail. A 

longer report, with photos, may appear in the next ‘Austria’. 

 

 

Andy Taylor 

 

  



AUSTRIA 218 Spring 2022 

2 

2022 NEW ISSUES (1ST INSTALMENT) 
by Andy Taylor 

he information given here is face value (‘c’ is Euro-cents); issue date; quantity printed; designer; engraver 

if any; printing method; printer; and sometimes details on the design. Many issues are also available in 

mini-sheets, blackprints, ‘Buntdrucke’ (ie printed in different colours from those issued) etc. The 

language-choice selection on the Opost web site is now in the black border at the bottom of each page instead of 

at the top right corner. 

Christmas: girl at a window with a lantern. 85c; Regina Simon; 26.11.21; 2,250,000 

in rolls of 50; Offset; Enschedé. The design is based on a small painting from 1660 in 

the Kunsthistoric Museum in Vienna; the motive of a figure lit by a single source of 

light was very popular in those times. The Dutch painter of genre scenes and portraits 

Gerrit Dou created the atmospheric painting from the Baroque era on which this 

Christmas stamp is based. 

Stop Climate Change! 2Eu75 + 1Eu35 = 4Eu10; 

David Gruber; 6.12.21; 130,000; Offset with water-

based varnish; Enschedé. “Climate change is one of 

the biggest challenges of our time. It is causing 

dramatic effects worldwide, and the aim of this stamp block is to provide us 

with a vivid reminder of that. It is sponsored by Mag. Marcus Wadsak, 

meteorologist, head of the ORF weather department and science journalist of 

the year, who was given a special copy at a small-scale presentation. The issue 

of a postage stamp in December is an absolute novelty and breaks with 

philatelic traditions: as a rule, the annual issue program is completed with the Christmas stamps.”  

Arrival of the stagecoach 

from the series “Historical 

mail vehicles”. 2Eu10; 

Regina Simon; 19.1.2022; 

130,000; Offset; Enschedé. 

In the past, traveling was 

probably not a pleasure, but 

a great strain, even if this is 

not always evident on 

pictures like this postcard 

motif. The passengers were 

crammed into cramped, 

uncomfortable unheated 

vehicles, the roads unpaved 

and bumpy roads, and the 

journey tediously long. 

Accidents or damage to the 

vehicles were common, and 

there were also weather-related problems such as rain-soaked roads or snowfall, which made driving even more 

difficult. Especially in winter, a break was very welcome to warm up and stretch your legs. The coachman and 

the horses were also able to refresh themselves at rest stops. The stamp shows a scene on a snowy street. A lady 

gets out of a mail coach, while the hooded driver waits on the coach box and the horses are supplied with hay. 

  

 T 
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Ludwig Wittgenstein 1889-1951. 2Eu75; Marion Fuller; 19.1.2022; 300,000; 

Offset; Enschedé. Ludwig Wittgenstein, who was born in Vienna in 1889 and 

died in Cambridge in 1951, is considered one of the most important 

philosophers of the 20th century. Wittgenstein came from a Jewish industrial 

family. After studying engineering, he went to Cambridge University, where 

he studied the logic and philosophy of mathematics. After stays in Vienna, 

Cambridge and Norway, he finally settled in Great Britain in 1938, became a 

British citizen and held a professorship in Cambridge until 1947. The 

Wittgenstein Initiative in Vienna is committed to acknowledging the great 

thinker and his ideas in Austria. The focus in Wittgenstein's philosophical 

work is on language. During World War I he wrote the Tractatus Logico-

Philosophicus, which he published in 1922. His Philosophical Investigations 

only appeared posthumously in 1953. In 2017 his entire philosophical legacy 

was included in the UNESCO Memory of the World Register. 

Perhaps his most famous statement is his seventh Proposition: “Whereof one cannot speak, thereof one must be 

silent.” 

Lohner Porsche Mixte in the Classic Cars series. 1Eu35; David Gruber; 

21.1.2022; 280,000; Offset; Enschedé. The history of the electric car began at 

the end of the 19th century and the hybrid drive was also developed around 

the turn of the century. In 1896, automobile pioneer Ferdinand Porsche, in 

collaboration with Ludwig Lohner, designed the Lohner-Porsche, an electric 

car with wheel hub motors. The high weight of the accumulators and the short 

range of the electric drive gave Porsche the idea of combining the electric 

motors with petrol engines, which supplied the wheel hub motors and the 

batteries with electricity via generators - the first automobile with a serial 

hybrid drive. From 1901, the “petrol-electric mixing wagon” was mass-

produced under the name “Mixte”. Despite a further reduction in battery 

capacity and the associated reduction in vehicle weight, the hybrid vehicle was not a bestseller because it was 

expensive and required a lot of maintenance. The special stamp shows a “Mixte” from 1901 from the Museum in 

Mattsee. 

100 Jahre RIESS Emaille in the Classic trademarks series. 85c; Anita Kern; 

28.1.2022; 280,000; Offset; Enschedé. This year's special stamp in the 

“Classic Trademarks” series is dedicated to the local company RIESS, which 

has been producing high-quality enamel crockery for 100 years. The stamp 

showings a selection of colourful pots from the “Pastel” series, which has been 

popular since the 1950s. RIESS uses natural raw materials to create handmade 

pots, pans and other kitchen utensils that are durable and recyclable. The 

characteristic enamelling of the iron blanks takes place by fusing with silicate 

glass (enamel) at 850 °C, which creates the cut and scratch-resistant, easy-to-

clean and aroma-neutral surface. The roots of the family-run company go back 

to 1550, when the pan forge was founded in Ybbsitz in Lower Austria's 

Mostviertel. Sustainable enamelled cookware has been produced there since 

1922, since 1926 with green electricity from their own hydroelectric power 

plants on the Ybbs. The RIESS enamel manufactory also produces street and 

advertising signs as well as industrial components made of enamel.  

In 2001, RIESS acquired the trademark rights of KELOmat, a traditional Austrian brand for stainless steel 

pressure cookers and cookware. Since then, RIESS has been the only manufacturer of cookware in Austria and 

exports to more than 35 countries worldwide. 

Pedant’s corner: There is a German verb “emaillen”, but it means to enamel, not to email. 
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Kiki Kogelnik - Dark Beauty, 1973 from the series Contemporary Art in Austria. 1Eu; Regina Simon; 

10.2.2022; 165,000; Offset; Enschedé. Kiki Kogelnik, who grew up in Bleiburg in 

Carinthia, is one of the most important Austrian artists of the 20th century. From 1955 

she studied at the Academy of Fine Arts in Vienna and joined the avant-garde circle 

around Monsignor Otto Mauer and his gallery St. Stephan. In 1962 Kogelnik moved to 

America, where she met pop artists such as Roy Liechtenstein and Andy Warhol, who 

had a major influence on her artistic work. However, she developed her very own style 

and created “Space Art” and “Hangings” cut out of vinyl before she began to critically 

examine the prevailing image of women in the series “Women” in the 1970s. In her later 

works, she abstracted and schematized the human body. Her “Venetian Heads” made of 

Murano glass, which she designed in the 1990s, are also famous. Kiki Kogelnik died in 

Vienna in 1997 aged 62. 

 

Titanium 350 Sport motorcycle. 2Eu30; David Gruber; 11.2.2022; 280,000; Offset; Enschedé. From 1926 to 

1932, Grazer Motorenwerke AG produced innovative bicycles and motorcycles in Puntigam near Graz under the 

brand name Titan. Schüber designed the engines for the titanium motorcycles. A novelty was the single-cylinder, 

two-stroke 350c engine with membrane inlet control, which was initially equipped with two and later with four 

membrane blades. A prototype of the Titan was presented in 1926 at the 

Vienna Autumn Fair, from 1927 the motorcycle was mass-produced with a 

few adaptations. The special stamp shows a Titan 350 Sport model from 1927. 

The sports model had a Siemens magneto in front of the engine, an exposed 

flywheel, shortened mufflers and a four-blade membrane and achieved 8hp. 

The Titan motorcycles were more powerful than the competing Puch models, 

but they were also more expensive and therefore sold less. In 1932 the Graz 

engine works had to close their doors. 

 

Woolly hat. 4Eu30; David Gruber; 16.2.2022; 150,000; Offset by Cartor Security Printing according to Die 

Briefmarke, or Enschedé according to the OPost web site. There is no such thing as bad 

weather, only bad equipment - with a warm wool hood, nothing stands in the way of a walk 

in the great outdoors, even on cold days. After the fingers in the “Faust” stamp at the 

beginning of winter, it's now about protecting the head. A lot of heat is lost through the 

uncovered head, which quickly becomes uncomfortable and can lead to colds. But it can be 

easily prevented if you wear a head covering. Whether it's a colourful bobble hat with a 

tassel, a simple hood with or without a brim or even a unique piece you've knitted yourself - 

the main thing is that your head and ears are warm. “Wollhaube” is something very special 

again. It's been made from flocked paper with a wintry knit pattern and die-cut in the iconic 

bonnet and tassel shape 

 

Trombone, in the series Austria country of Music. 1Eu; Kirsten Lubach; 16.2.2022; 

340,000 in sheets of 10; Offset; Enschedé. With its deep and powerful tone, the 

trombone is an indispensable part of the symphony orchestra and many other musical 

formations. As with all brass instruments, the tones of the slide trombone are generated 

by the vibration of the lips on the cup mouthpiece. However, the pitch is not changed 

by valves, but by the slide, with which the S-shaped tube can be continuously lengthened 

or shortened. In addition to the fundamental, there are six other slide positions, each of 

which differs by a semitone. Glissandos are easy, although sometimes inappropriate. 

There exist valve trombones, rather like an elongated trumpet. They were allegedly 

invented for mounted military bands, as it’s difficult for the player to retrieve the slide 

if it falls off, and you need one hand to hold the reins! 

The background of the stamp shows the main motif of the Trombone Concerto in E flat 

major by Georg Christoph Wagenseil (1715-1777). An autograph of the piece is in the Czech Episcopal Library 

in Olomouc. Wagenseil was a highly respected court composer at the court of Maria Theresia and is regarded as 
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a pioneer of Viennese classicism. The edge of the sheetlet is stated to show an illustration of a trombone with its 

slide positions and the corresponding notes - this I doubt. 

 

The sheetlet shows 10 trombones - more than sufficient to demolish the walls of Jericho! Your Editor played the 

bass trombone in his school-days, moving on to a B♭/F and playing it in an indescribably awful Trad Jazz band! 

Many years later, when holidaying in Hinterglemm, one evening's entertainment was a small local group playing 

an assortment of instruments including a medium-sized Alphorn. When they'd finished, they asked if anyone 

fancied a go - and were rather disconcerted when they found I could play it! I can’t manage a Posthorn, though: 

the mouthpiece is too small. Dr Kainz had one in her office… 

Apologies: the illustration has a purple border, but I can’t persuade it to print in that colour. 

 

 

Postage stamps of 1908. 2Eu30 + 85c; Anita Kern; 

5.3.2022; 115,000; Offset; Enschedé. On the occasion of 

the 60th anniversary of the reign of Emperor Franz Joseph, 

an unusual series of postage stamps was issued on 1st 

January 1908, which for the first time also featured the 

portraits of earlier monarchs. 
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INTRODUCTION TO THE AUSTRO-RUSSIAN 
POSTAL CONVENTION OF 1843 

by Ingert Kuzych, Roger Morrell, and Andy Taylor 

Contents: 

• Background 

• References 

• Source documents: 

o The Russian-Austrian postal convention, signed at St. Petersburg, 30 January (11 February) 1843 

o Translation thereof into English by Dave Skipton 

o The Austrian Archives 

 

Seeking to strengthen its foreign postal connections and to simplify the exchange of mails, between 1842 and 

1850 the Austrian Empire successfully negotiated a series of postal treaties with neighbouring friendly countries. 

The idea behind these agreements was to replace the traditional system of paid-to-border mail (which required 

the foreign recipient to pay the transit postage fees for his/her country and any intermediate countries) with the 

ability for the charges for the whole journey to be paid by one party. 

Chapter 11 in the recently published The Story of the Austrian Post up to 1850 explains the evolution of foreign 

mail between Austria and a host of other governments or postal services: treaties were finalized with Bavaria (in 

1842); with Baden, Saxony, and the myriad states served by the Thurn and Taxis General Postal Administration 

(1843); with Great Britain, France, Spain, Belgium, Luxembourg, and all their colonies, and Prussia, and Sardinia 

(1844); with the Swiss Federation and Modena-Parma (1849); and Tuscany (1850). 

One agreement not mentioned in the book was the Postal Convention between Austria and Russia that was signed 

in 1843. A convention does not rise to the level of a treaty and can be seen as a preliminary settlement prior to 

negotiating a full treaty. The latter is an agreement between two or more parties to solve a specific issue that 

affects the parties signing the treaty – in the cases above, the streamlining of mail delivery. A convention is the 

set of rules for the parties agreeing to the convention, to address a matter that affects a larger part of their world 

– in this case, to simply expand and regularize postal communications. 

Russian postal communication with the cities of Western Europe, excluding the Scandinavian Peninsula and 

Southern Europe, had been maintained since the 18th century through Prussia. Profits accruing to Prussia from 

the transit of Russian mail were considerable, and the kingdom did everything in its power to maintain its 

monopoly. By the fifth decade of the 19th century, technological advances in postal affairs, increasing 

construction of railroads, and the development of the maritime post all pointed to further expansion of postal 

communications. It was thus in 1843, that Russia undertook two postal conventions: simultaneously concluding 

a new convention with Prussia that improved deliveries to northern countries (the United Kingdom, France, the 

Netherlands, and various German states), and another with Austria that provided an outlet for correspondences 

“to the Austrian Empire, the lands of the Italian Peninsula, Greece, and also to the islands of the Mediterranean 

and Adriatic Seas.”  

The Postal Convention between Austria and Russia laid down the rules for postal exchange at three Austro-

Russian border points and the post offices and postal roads that fed into them. The three routes of postal 

communication – shown by yellow arrows on the map below – extended from the Russian Empire into the 

Austrian Crownland of Galicia and were 1) via the Free City of Cracow (Krakow; jointly controlled by Russia, 

Prussia, and Austria since 1815) to Podgorze in Austria; 2) via Radzivilov (Russia) to Brody (Austria); and 3) via 

Novoselitsy (Russia) to Chernovitsy (Cernauti; in Austria). The latter city (today Chernivtsi in Ukraine) was the 

capital of the region of Bukowina, which in 1843 was the largest Kreis (county) within the Crownland of Galicia. 

It became its own separate crownland, the Duchy of Bukowina, in 1849. 

The translation originally ran in Rossica No. 117 (October 1991). 

We thank their editor for permission to reproduce it here. 



AUSTRIA 218 Spring 2022 

7 

During the 1830s and 1840s, Austrian relations with Russia were generally very good and the two Empires 

cooperated on a number of fronts. These decades were the latter half of what is today referred to as the 

Biedermeier Era (1815-1848), a period of peace and prosperity in Austria and Europe following the wars of the 

French Revolution and the Napoleonic Wars. In 1848, this interval of tranquillity was brought to a crashing end 

as political revolutions broke out throughout Western Europe. Russia remained relatively stable thanks in no 

small part to its Black Chambers (also referred to as Black Cabinets) at major post offices, which routinely – 

illegally and surreptitiously (thus the name) – surveilled mails and thus were able to keep track of or arrest 

troublesome revolutionaries. So, it was the Russian czar who at the request of newly installed Austrian Emperor 

Franz Josef provided the additional needed troops that allowed the Hungarian uprising in the Austrian Empire to 

finally be crushed in 1849 and for Habsburg sovereignty to be restored. The camaraderie between the Empires, 

however, did not extend far into the 1850s.  

During the Crimean War (1853-56), Austria maintained a policy of neutrality, and while not going to war with 

Russia was supportive of the Anglo-French coalition. The stance deeply angered the Russian emperor and was a 

serious strain to Austro-Russian relations thereafter.  

This postal agreement, then, is a vestige of a harmonious time in international relations. 

 

An 1833 map showing the extent of the Austrian Crownland of Galicia, including the southwestern region of Bukowina. 

Border postal exchange routes mentioned in the Austro-Russian Convention are highlighted in yellow. “1” leads to/from 

Cracow; “2” Brody; and “3” Chernovitsy. 
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Source documents 

Fyodor Fyodorovich Martens aka Мартенс Федор Федорович was born in Russia in 1845 and died in St 

Petersburg in 1909. He was a renowned international jurist. His most ambitious work of editing is Recueil des 

traités et conventions conclus par la Russie (15 volumes, 1874–1909). This contains not only the texts of treaties 

between Russia and other countries, but also histories (based on unpublished Russian documents) of the 

diplomatic conditions necessitating the treaties. It was printed in Russian and French in parallel columns. We 

have discovered parts of it on line, specifically the “Postal Convention between Austria and Russia signed at St. 

Petersburg, 30 January (11 February) 1843” which is stated to be in vol IV p. 503. 

The first document below is the text of the convention in French (“the diplomatic language”) which had a parallel 

translation into Russian. It was found as a PDF, which is why it has neither ‘Austria’ headers nor page numbers. 

The second is the translation into English. 

And the third is the only reference that has been found in today’s Austria. 

References 

1. Banfield, N.R. “Black Chambers.” Pochta No. 15 (January 1994): 32-35. 
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The Austrian archives 

These have been searched for mention of this convention. ALEX, the on-line book of laws, does not appear to 

contain it. Only one reference has been found, in the Post- und Telegraphen- Verordnungsblatt for 1843. There is 

a brief mention at chapter 67 and nearby a Kundmachung; both are dated 6 October 1843 and state that the 

Convention comes into force on 1 November 1843. Images and a transcript follow. The original is wrinkled, 

hence the uneven shading! 

 

 

Handling of Fahrpost mail to Russia. Number 354-P.P. (1843). 

As a result of the postal convention concluded with the imperial Russian government, Austrian post offices can 

begin to accept Fahrpost mail to Russia from November 1, 1843. As a result, the k. k. Oberpostverwaltung will 

make this known to subordinate offices and set down the technicalities and understanding. The k.k. 

Oberpostverwaltung will insert the attached announcement three times in the official gazette of the provincial 

newspaper. 

From the k. k. supreme court postal administration. Vienna, October 6, 1843. Ottenfeld. 

 

  

Behandlung der Fahrpostsendungen nach 

Russland. Zahl 354-P.P. (1843). 

In folge der mit der kaiserl. Russischen 

Regieruung abgeschlossenen Post-

Konvention können vom 1. November 

1843 angefangen, von Seite der 

österreichischen Postämter Fahrpost-

sendungen nach Rußland angenommen 

werden. Hiervon wird die k. k. Oberpost-

verwaltung zur eigenen Wissenschaft und 

Verstandigung der unterstehenden Aemter 

in die Kenntniß gesetzt. Die beiliegende 

Kundmachung hat die k. k. Oberpost-

verwaltung dreimal in das Amtsblatt der 

Provinzialzeitung einrücken zu lassen. 

Von der k. k. obersten Hofpostverwaltung. 

Wien, den 6. Oktober 1843. Ottenfeld. 
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Kundmachung. 

Fahrpostsendungen nach dem Kaiserthume 

Rußland, welche bisher an Handelshäufer in 

Krakau, im Köningreiche Polen, oder in Brody 

adressirt werden mußten können vom 

1. November 1843 angefangen, unmittlebar nach 

allen Punkten des genannten Kaiserthumes 

adressirt, und bei sämmlichen Postämtern der 

österreichischen Monarchie unter Beobachtung 

der Bestimmungen der Bestehenden Fahrpost-

ordnung aufgegeben werden. Derlei Sendungen 

müssen bis an die österreichische Gränze, und in 

so fern sie über Brody instradirt werden, vor der 

Hand bis Radziwilow frankirt werden. 

Die Sendungen nach Petersburg, nach Liesland, 

Esthland, Kurland und Finnland, dann nach den 

Gouvernements Archangel, Bielostek (Bialistok), 

Grodno, Minsk, Novogrod, Monce, Orenburg, 

Penza, Perm, Pskow, Smolensk, Wilna und 

Witepfk sind über Podgorze, die nach allen 

anderen russischen Gouvernements aber über 

Brody zu instradiren, und müssen bei der Aufgabe 

bis Radziwilow frankirt werden. 

Die Distanz zwischen Brody und Radziwilow 

wird einstweilen für 1 Post oder 2 Meilen 

angenommen. 

Die über Podgorze zu instradirenden Sendungen 

sind übrigens ganz so, wie die bisher 

vorgenommenen nach dem Königreiche Polen 

bestimmten Sendungen zu behandeln. 

Von der k. k. obersten Hofpostverwaltung. Wien, 

den 6. Oktober 1843. Ottenfeld. 

Announcement. 

Mail consignments to the imperial kingdom of Russia, which hitherto had to be addressed to merchants in 

Cracow, in the kingdom of Poland, or in Brody, can begin from November 1, 1843, addressed directly to all 

points of the said imperial kingdom, observing the provisions of the existing Fahrpostordnung at all post 

offices of the Austrian monarchy. Such consignments must be franked up to the Austrian border and if they 

are sent via Brody, they should be franked to Radziwilow. 

The consignments to Petersburg, to Liesland, Esthland, Courland and Finland, then to the governorates 

Archangel, Bielostek (Bialistok), Grodno, Minsk, Novogrod, Monce, Orenburg, Penza, Perm, Pskow, 

Smolensk, Wilna and Witepsk (now Vitebsk in Belarus) are to be sent via Podgorze, but to all other Russian 

governorates are to be sent via Brody, and postage must be paid to Radziwilow when posting. 

The distance between Brody and Radziwilow is currently assumed to be 1 post or 2 (Austrian) miles. 

The consignments to be sent via Podgorze are to be treated in exactly the same way as the consignments 

previously made to the Kingdom of Poland.  

From the k. k. supreme court postal administration. Vienna, October 6, 1843. Ottenfeld. 
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Some Reminiscences of Edwin Müller. 
By Henry O. Pollak 

1.1 Introduction 

I finished my formal education in 1951, and got a job in New Jersey. I had been a stamp collector as a boy since 

the middle 1930s in Vienna, but now I was earning my own living and felt that I could begin to collect Austria 

seriously. In the fall of 1952, I joined the Austria Philatelic Society of New York, and went to my first meeting. 

1. 

My recollection is that many of the members in attendance were, like me but older, refugees from central Europe. 

Edwin Müller was not at this meeting, and the first person to talk with me seriously was Felix Brunner. That is 

my recollection, but it may be wrong. See the end of this paragraph. At that time, of course, I had no idea who he 

was. But he told me the first thing I had to do if I really wanted to collect Austria: 

Get a copy of the book by Edwin Müller entitled “Die Postwertzeichen von Oesterreich” and read it from cover 

to cover. Where could I get a copy of this book? Well, he would sell me one. And at the next meeting he brought 

me one. I later found out that Felix Brunner had been a major stamp dealer in Brno, Czechoslovakia. He had an 

advertisement in Edwin Müller’s monthly “Die Postmarke” about January 1938. Problem: According to the 

Internet, Brunner died in 1950, and I did not move to New Jersey until the summer of 1951. If the first person I 

met was not Brunner, who was it? I cannot be sure. Most of them spoke German. 

2. 

Edwin Müller was the head of the Mercury Stamp Company in New York until he passed away in 1962. In the 

company office there was a number of boxes of inexpensive Austrian covers. One day I was going through the 

box for the period starting in 1945 when I found a cover which caused me to let out an uncontrollable “wow”. 

Müller came out from his private office to find the source of the noise. It was an airmail cover from Vienna to the 

USA franked with 5x40g+2x10g=2.20öS of the orange landscape stamps first issued on December 10, 1947 – 

and cancelled in Wien 1 on the first day of issue of those values of the orange stamps. It was the first time I had 

ever seen a cover with stamps from that series used on the first day of issue; almost all Austria covers from that 

day are gebühr bezahlt covers with the fee paid in cash, and almost all covers with the orange stamps are from 

later dates. Müller laughed when I explained the cause of my enthusiasm - and gave me the cover! (see figure 2). 

3. 

On one other occasion. he came out of his office and asked me to come in, he wanted to show me something. He 

opened his desk drawer and pulled out the famous block of the yellow Mercuries that had recently been sold, I 

think, at one of the Caspary auctions. I assume Müller acted for the buyer at that sale, at any rate he wanted me 

to have seen the block once in my life. Sorry, I cannot include a picture. I did not know until quite recently that 

Müller himself had written and published the original article on the discovery of the block of 12 yellow mercuries. 

It is on the front page of the “Postmarke” dated January 4, 1926. 

4. 

Almost all of my collecting years I have collected covers more so than loose stamps. I always knew that I would 

never be able financially to collect classics seriously, so I would concentrate on less popular issues. Thus I 

collected the second republic, especially censorship, postal rates, cancels and airmails from 1945 to 1953. In 

addition, I collected postage dues and postal stationery, which also seemed to be less popular. At a Mercury 

auction in 195? there was an oversize cover from Graz to Switzerland which was underfranked, refused by the 

Swiss intended recipient, and returned to the sender. The original sender had to pay lots of postage due, and the 

cover bears the whole 1894 set of Austria’s first postage dues. I bought this cover (see figure 4), and then asked 

Edwin Müller for an explanation of the 1.04 gulden which had to be paid. The cover had been sent by a bicycle 

club. Müller’s thought was that the club management might have had a discussion when the cover came back on 

who would pay the postage due. Müller suggested that some member of the club who was also a philatelist might 

have said “Paste the whole set on the cover, and I will pay for it.” A very human explanation.  
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In 2011, when the Vindobona Club in Vienna organized a volume of favourite covers of its members, they 

provided me with a different explanation. While the cover was mailed from Graz in Austria, the sending bicycle 

club was German. The original franking was only 20 kreuzer because the individual who sent the cover franked 

it with the correct postage to Germany rather than to Switzerland, and might have been in accordance with the 

Austrian-German agreement at that time. 

5. 

Part of my dream when I was young was that I really would like to have every Austrian stamp on a cover (or 

other appropriate document) which was correctly franked. Yes, I assumed that I would never have some not-blue 

Mercuries, or the Graz Mark values, or some newspaper tax stamps. I bought a copy of Edwin Müller’s 1952 

bilingual soft-cover catalogue from 1850 to 1918; it had prices for covers as well as mint and used stamps. The 

catalogue also contained the telegraph stamps (page 99), and I had never seen or heard of a telegraph stamp on a 

postal form of any kind. But Müller’s new bilingual catalogue gave prices for most of the telegraph stamps on a 

“cover”, and they were typically about five times the prices for the used stamps! So, being young and impolite, I 

asked him about these listings. Are there really telegraph stamps on forms? Yes, he said, he had once seen a 

collection in Lower Austria containing these stamps used on telegraph forms. I did not know until I later bought 

most of Müller’s Postmarke series, that the forms bearing telegraph stamps were supposed to have been destroyed 

(see figure 5). 

6. 

At a meeting of the Austria Philatelic Society of New York, probably in the late 1950s, the program was a chat 

by Edwin Müller on item(s) he wanted to talk about. Here is the story as I remember he told it. In the fall of 1943, 

the Germans took over all of northern Italy from their former Italian allies. According to Edwin Müller’s story, 

when the Germans occupied Venice, they ordered all attics to be cleared of flammables. The building that had 

housed the supreme court of the Republic of Venice had an attic full of paper of its files, mostly from the 

eighteenth century and before. Following the German orders, all this paper was loaded onto freight cars and taken 

to the countryside to be destroyed. On the way, the contents disappeared. According to Müller’s tale, no one 

knows what happened to them. 

Years later, I heard about the work of Paolo Vollmeier, got a copy of his “Forged Pre-Adhesive Postmarks of the 

Old Italian States”, and discovered how many forged Lombardy-Venetia pre-stamp postmarks I had in my 

collection! And then I had a thought: Where did the letters without postmarks which were decorated by the forged 

postmarks come from? It looked like the texts were genuine writing on genuine paper! And then it hit me: Were 

these the papers which disappeared on their way to destruction from Venice in 1943? Might it make sense that 

duplicate copies of letter texts had been written for safety’s sake, and kept in the files of the Venice Supreme 

Court? 

I am not a collector with special interest in the pre-stamp postmarks of the Republic of Venice. Probably this has 

all been clarified in the literature. But the coincidence of the talk by Müller, the forged covers I had gotten over 

the years, and the writings by Vollmeier gave me to think. 

7.  

I do not remember the specific occasion, but at one time Edwin Müller talked with me about forged cancellations 

supposedly from the Austrian Post Offices in the Levant. He had great knowledge of these forged cancels and 

how to tell them from the genuine articles. But I did not know of any articles by Müller on the forged cancellations. 

So I asked him if he had ever published any of his findings. He said “no”. I asked him why not. His answer: He 

did not ever want to make life easier for the forgers.  

The auction of Edwin Müller’s personal collection after his death contained a remarkable and beautiful collection 

of artistically decorated early Austrian envelopes and stationery (Zierbriefe). I had known nothing of this special 

interest. But at the auction, I was able to buy his personal collection of the plebiscite period in Carinthia after 

WW1. I had, and have, the book on the subject which Müller published in 1931. He had accumulated many cutout 

pieces apparently from the post office’s sale of clippings from package cards and postal orders (called Skart) 

which he had sorted and kept. He also had a detailed map of the two separate plebiscite areas. A number, but by 

no means all, of the illustrations from his book were from his personal collection, and many years ago (probably 
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in 1970) I lent these items to a commemorative exhibition in Carinthia. I lent pictures of Müller’s collection again 

in 2020 for the special plebiscite centennial exhibition in Klagenfurt (see figure 7). 

8. 

At an auction in Vienna about sixty years ago I bought the book by Koczynski on the history of Austrian Revenue 

stamps. I was interested in revenues because they also were not so popular with collectors, and I was also 

especially interested in the decisions on what values should be printed in each new series. When Müller found 

out that I had bought the book, he was angry with me. Why? He had intended to give the book to his friend Otto 

Friedl, a silent partner in the Mercury Stamp Company, and I had outbid Müller for the book. (The book is 

available on CD from the Austria Philatelic Society, see the frequent column “The APS Bookshop” in “Austria”.) 

I should of course have given the book to Müller, but I was not sensible and experienced enough to think of that. 

9.  

At a stamp show in Philadelphia about 1955, I bought a large cover franked with 39 copies of the 15 kreuzer 

1858. It was addressed to Philadelphia. It was repaired and had several stamps missing, or else I could never have 

afforded it. I once showed it to Edwin Müller, and he was only interested whether there were any blocks of four, 

nothing else. There weren’t any, the stamps are mostly in strips. I admit, I had hoped to get some help with 

explaining the postal rate. (See figure 9). 

10. 

The 1867 issue, except for the two highest values, was issued on June 1, 1867, and in Hungary itself, any use of 

the 1863/4 issues was permitted only until June 15, 1867. [According to volume IV of the 2000 Ferchenbauer, 

page 12, later mixed frankings were objected to (beanstandet) and additional postage required.] Imagine my 

surprise when I acquired an 1864 5 kreuzer stamped envelope with an 1867 15kr stamp on the front and a 10kr 

1867 stamp on the back. Everything was cancelled on August 8 in Pressburg = Bratislava, and the year 1867 is 

clear on at least one cancel. (See figure 10). It is registered and went from Pressburg to Neustift in Thuringen. I 

showed this cover to Edwin Müller and asked him for an explanation. He of course knew of the June 15 1867 

Hungarian last day for the 1864 stamps. So I rudely asked him if the same rule would have applied to an 1864 

stamped envelope. He said that he did not know, he was a bit angry with me, and said that I should not expect 

him to know everything. I now think that the 15+10 kreuzer was the total necessary postage and the 5 kreuzer 

envelope happened to be available and paid no postage. But it was cancelled along with the other stamps. 

11. 

Edwin Müller worked on cataloguing the pre-stamp postmarks of Austria when in New York. He first published 

two long articles in the Collectors Club Philatelist in volumes 28 and 29, and the Club published them as a 

Monograph in 1950. Page 57, figure 506 of that publication shows a 12-kreuzer postmark from Reute (sic) in 

Tirol. He explains that this is the only known pre-stamp Austrian rate marking except for those of several city 

posts. Well, I had a 6 kreuzer rate marking from Reutte and showed it to him (see figure 11). “Oh, I forgot that 

one”, he said. In the book publication by the Collectors Club in 1960 he has corrected that paragraph to include 

both the 6 and the 12 kreuzer rate markings. 

These are some recollections, and Edwin Müller was very kind to me, as he was to all his customers and fellow 

collectors. This year (2022) will be 60 years after his passing. I have not forgotten.  

 

 

 

Editor’s note: the illustrations follow, and bear the same figure-number as their parent paragraph. I could find 

no way of avoiding wide open spaces while keeping the illustrations the right way up  
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FIGURE 2 
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FIG 4.  (BACK SHRUNK TO FIT THIS PAGE!) 



AUSTRIA 218 Spring 2022 

36 

 

FIG 5 
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FIG 7 A PAGE FROM MÜLLER’S OWN COLLECTION 
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FIG 9 
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FIG 10. SENDER’S SEAL ON BACK LIGHTENED AS MUCH AS FEASIBLE TO IMPROVE READABILITY . 
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FIG 11 
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